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HISTADRUT 
EXECUTIVE 
greets 


AMERICAN JEWRY 
On behalf of the 320,000 


Jewish workers and_ their 
families who constitute the 
bulwark of Israel's creative 
manpower and champions of 
the democratic way of life, I 
greet the Jewish community 
of America on the eve of 
Rosh Hashana 5709. Your in- 
valuable aid during years of 
pioneering trials was a vital 
factor in achieving national 
independence in our home- 
land. The tasks ahead re- 
quire that every friend of 
Israel continue to render undi- 
minished moral and material 
support to our cause. The 
new year brings with it great 
opportunities for absorbing 
thousands of our brethren 
from lands of repression. His- 
tadrut is geared to make 
room for them in the agricul- 
tural and industrial coopera- 
tives, provide medical care, 
housing, vocational training 
and cultural benefits. This 
program of rehabilitation re- 
quires vastly increased re- 
sources, and we appeal to our 
friends in America to share 
with us this historic under- 
taking that will advance the 
security and stability of the 
growing Israeli democracy. 


HISTADRUT EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 


JosEPH SPRINZAK, 
General Secretary 


© 


The National Committee for 


Labor Palestine responds to this 
Rosh Hashana message from 
Israel’s vanguard with a pledge 
to raise 


$10,000,000 


during the coming year. Every 
Jew in America, every liberal, is 
invited to share in the Histadrut 
Campaign of 5709. 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
Jos. ScHtosssBerc, Nat'l Chairman 
Isaac Hamutn, National Secretary 
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HE “CONCLUSIONS” presented in the 
name of Count Bernadotte to the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly, and so promptly endorsed “in 
their entirety” by General Marshall and Ernest 
Bevin, show how far the Foreign Office has gone 
towards recognizing that Israel actually exists 
—and how far the State Department still has 
to go in order to recognize that Israel not only 
exists, but is fully entitled to exist. 

Britain has not yet recognized Israel officially, 
for she is withholding her official approval of 
the new state as a means of forcing the Jews to 
submit to the unconscionable extortions of the 
new Anglo-American plan contained in Berna- 
dotte’s report. But British acceptance of the 
existence of Israel, as a basis for its instructions 
to its UN mission at the current UN General 
Assembly session, is a tribute only to the effect- 
iveness of Jewish military organization. It 
means, in the final analysis, that the Foreign 
Office is at length convinced that a new out- 
break of fighting would probably spell the vir- 
tual destruction of the Arab Legion, which con- 
stitutes the entire substantial reality of Abdul- 
lah’s shadow state of Transjordan. This is a price 
Britain cannot afford to pay for continuing to 
address Israel indefinitely as “the Jewish au- 
thorities.” 

The precipitate action of General Marshall, 
on the other hand, in approving “in their entire- 
ty” the conclusions of the report show a per- 
sistence of State Department obtuseness on the 
subject of Israel’s right to exist. (Unless, of 
course, “in their entirety” is intended to mean 
“not necessarily in detail,” which seems to be 
conclusively ruled out by the final paragraph 
of Marshall’s statement). The “entirety” of the 
plan includes Israel’s surrender of 100,000 Jews 
in Jerusalem to the care of the international com- 
munity, and its delivery to the good graces of 
the Arab armies of the territory connecting 
these Jews with the Jewish State—most of which 
territory is now securely under Jewish military 
control. It also means the cession of the Negev 
—two-thirds of the territory of Israel under the 
Partition Plan, and its only great land reserve 
for further colonization—“‘in return” for West- 
ern Galilee, which is already under Jewish con- 
trol in any case. Obviously, that America so far 
recognizes Israel only de facto and not de jure 
symbolizes reservations about the new state 
which go much deeper than merely technical 
considerations. To deny to Israel territory which 
the Arabs will not resettle, when land is needed 
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The New Partition Plan 


so seriously for prospective Jewish immigrants, 
is a failure, or a refusal, to understand the very 
reasons for Israel’s existence. 


Ir Must be admitted that this particular 
“flaw” in the American attitude is of a kind 
which would not prevent other members of the 
UN—dquite likely as many as two-thirds of them 
—from supporting the latest American position, 
exhausted as they must be by the dizzy succes- 
sion of American flip-flops. But many coun- 
tries in the UN will hardly be so dizzy as to fail 
to perceive other—from their point-of-view, 
serious difficulties implicit in the Bernadotte con- 
clusions “in their entirety,” which should cause 
them to examine the plan very closely before 
giving their approval. These difficulties are much 
the same as the ones which were involved in 
earlier UN proposals or decisions. The United 
States proposal to replace Partition with Trustee- 
ship, because UN force was required to imple- 
ment Partition, did not recommend itself to the 
other countries, because the American mission 
was unable to tell them where the force would 
come from to implement their own substitute 
proposal, Trusteeship. Now that Partition has 
been pretty well established by Jewish arms, and 
it only remains to confirm that fact bv con- 
cluding a peace, the UN members may well ques- 
tion a proposal that calls for the reversal of 
many established facts; hence, involves UN en- 
forcement; and, furthermore, tends to perpetu- 
ate an inherently unstable condition of armed 
truce. 

The new Anglo-American plan begins by re- 
iterating the long obvious fact that any solu- 
tion, including this one, would probably have 
to be imposed. By accepting this premise, Bevin 
has completely reversed his field. After insisting 
long and loud that England would back only a 
plan acceptable to Jews and Arabs alike, he 
is now supporting a plan that would have to be 
imposed on both. 

The reasons why Jews must regard many as- 
pects of the plan as inequitable are obvious. We 
have already referred to the proposed boundary 
revisions. The “conclusions” also suggest, not 
only that Arab refugees be brought back to 
Israel or compensated for their losses, but 
that their treatment in Israel be closely super- 
vised by a UN Commission. Israel will hardly 
be unwilling to guarantee equal rights to its 
Arab citizens, or to give an accounting of its 
treatment of them to any international body 
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which may be set up for the protection of mi- 
norities in troubled areas of the world generally. 
But it cannot very well accept a special super- 
vision, unknown in any other case, which, as 
experience has shown, may tend to encroach 
seriously on its sovereignty. This is especially the 
case because this part of the “conclusions” ex- 
hibits a shocking partiality of judgment, and is 
altogether oblivious of the problem of Jewish 
minorities in Arab States. It does demand sim- 
ilar provisions regarding Jews in Arab Palestine, 
but this is mere verbalism, because the problem 
is virtually non-existent, as hardly any Jews 
would live there. There is a serious problem of 
the utmost urgency regarding the welfare, the 
very physical safety of Jewish communities in 
certain other Arab countries, including those 
who figure as “parties” in the various paragraphs 
of the Bernadotte “conclusions”; but nowhere 
is there anv reference to making these countries 
guarantee fair treatment to their Jews, or to UN 
supervision of their behavior in this respect. 


BUT THE major, and fatal fault of the ‘“‘con- 
clusions,” even apart from Jewish objections, is 
that it makes no more than a formal gesture 
towards establishing a definitive peace in Pales- 
tine. Basically, in spite of all fair phrases, it con- 
templates a continuance of the present armed 
truce, with the UN undertaking much more 
extensive responsibilities, and hence, supplying 
larger forces for the implementation of its pro- 
gram. 


The report states that “the boundaries of (Is- 
rael) ... must finally be fixed either by formal 
agreement between the parties concerned or, 
failing that, by the United Nations”; but it ob- 
viously has little faith in a “formal agreement 
between the parties concerned,” because it then 
proceeds to outline the boundaries which it be- 
lieves the UN ought to establish. On the as- 
sumption that there will be no formal peace 
agreement for some time to come, the “con- 
clusions” suggest that an armistice be concluded 
providing for “either complete withdrawal and 
demobilization of armed forces or their wide 
separation by creation of broad demilitarized 
zones under United Nations supervision.” This 
constitutes an endorsement of the present—we 
can only call it “lukewarm” war in Palestine, 
with its enormous and endless drain on the ma- 
terial resources and human energies of the dead- 
locked contestants, and with its intolerable para- 
lysis of the constructive work that Israel is call- 
ed upon to accomplish. A so-called Conciliation 
Commission is to be established, with instruc- 
tions to “report promptly to the United Na- 
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tions any development in Palestine likely to alter 
the arrangements approved by the United Na- 
tions in the Palestine settlement or to threaten 
the peace of the area.” Israel’s experience with 
the UN Mediator’s administration of another 
“standstill” order, under which obstacles were 
placed in the way of Jewish immigrants, high- 
lights the dangers implicit in this paragraph. 
Now, it would be very difficult to imagine Is- 
rael consenting to give up the Negev and with- 
draw forces from the road to Jerusalem even if 
those proposals were to be embodied in a defini- 
tive peace settlement. But when they are put 
forward in what is hardly any more than an ex- 
tension of the truce order, to expect Israel to 
accept the recommendations “in their entirety” 
would be almost unbelievably fantastic. 


Wit the UN supply the force to compel 
Israel under a truce order to retreat from the 
Negev and from Jerusalem while Arab armies 
stay there? Or to take only one detail: Will the 
UN supply the force and personnel to adminis- 
ter Jerusalem and keep its communications open, 
even if Israel were to retreat, while Arab armies 
were in control of the area? To put these ques- 
tions is to make entirely obvious the motives 
which ought to lead not only Israel, but a con- 
siderable number of UN members to reject Gen- 
eral Marshall’s invitation to accept the conclu- 
sions “in their entirety.” 


The basic approach of this whole document in 
terms of continuing the present truce is irre- 
trievably false. It reflects the pertinacious re- 
fusal of certain leading UN members to face 
their central responsibility in that body—their 
responsibility for keeping the peace. What hap- 
pened to all the fine theorizing of Senator Aus- 
tin, who once argued that the UN through the 
Security Council was empowered not to impose 
political solutions, but only to keep the peace? 
We now have a situation where Great Britain 
and America have finally agreed—though Bevin 
has not yet signed and sealed the agreement— 
that Israel exists. The map shows that Israel 
controls the territory granted to it under UN 
Partition plan, as well as other places essential 
to its security—and the Bernadotte “conclu- 
sions” recognize the validity of such revisions of 
the original demarcation lines, owing to the 
changed situation. If Senator Austin still believes 
what he said last winter, it is not the UN’s func- 
tion to try to force a change in these established 
facts, even if he thinks it advisable for political 
reasons; all it can be expected to enforce, ac- 
cording to Senator Austin, is peace. And the 
peace is threatened today because on Palestinian 
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soil outside the boundaries of Israel stand the 
armies of Arab States, who deny the existence 
of Israel. Marshall and Bevin now agree that 
these Arabs are mistaken on that cardinal point. 
What should be the function of the UN through 
its Security Council or through other UN agen- 
cies, but to induce these erring disputants to 
make peace with the established and, at long last, 
more or less recognized fact? 


Ir there are elements among the Arabs ready 
to sign a formal peace agreement with Israel, on 
mutually acceptable terms, let them do so, 
through the good offices of the UN or any of 
its members. As for others who remain recal- 
citrant, it is the duty of the UN, which decreed 
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Partition, and of all UN members who have 
come to accept it as a fact, to remind those coun- 
tries that they are acting the part of aggressors, 
and order them to withdraw their forces at once. 
Such a demand has every chance of being ef- 
fective, the more especially since recent develop- 
ments have shown the sharp cleavage between 
Abdullah and the Mufti-supporters in the Arab 
League. But the present Anglo-American plan 
not only places the United States once again in 
a false and untenable position. If, by any calami- 
ty, the UN were reckless enough to adopt it “in 
its entirety,” the essentially self-defeating nature 
of the proposals would expose the international 
organization to the danger of a damaging and 
humiliating failure. 


The Bernadotte Murder 


T IS IMPOSSIBLE, so soon after the murder 
of Count Folke Bernadotte, to anticipate how 
great will be the damage to Israel caused by this 
act of moral and political insanity, what hopes 
it will doom, what obstacles it will build higher 
and thicker. But this is relatively unimportant. 
By the time these lines are read, the consequences 
of this frenetic crime will have become fairly 
clear, they will have been discounted at their 
probable political significance, and we will have 
done what is possible to recover lost ground. 
But the moral abyss which this madness opens 
before our feet should be a shock whose effect 
will not so soon pass away. It should teach us 
to redouble our vigilance in guarding the limits 
ethical restraint must place upon fanaticism, if 
Israel is to continue as a civilized community 
and maintain civilized relations with the world. 
However much one opposed the political 
strategy and ethical postulates of the Stern 
group and other terrorists in early stages of their 
history, it was possible to “understand” their 
standpoint, not only psychologically, but moral- 
ly. They began their career of violence in re- 
taliation, first against Arab outrages, and after- 
wards against British third-degree methods of 
handling their captured members. For such al- 
leged—and the evidence supports the allegations 
—British murders as the killing of Alexander 
Rubovitz, the Sternists took vengeance. This 
statement in itself is a condemnation; but, in 
addition, unlike Russian terrorists, they did not 
confine their violence to persons guilty of crime. 
They killed indiscriminately anyone in the “‘en- 


emy” army. Still, in their vendetta with the 
British forces, the Stern group and Irgun Tzvai 
Leumi were using methods which guerrillas 
everywhere have employed as a means of forcing 
their enemies to accord them the semi-civilized 
treatment that soldiers are expected to give their 
foes in regular warfare. In these terms, their be- 
havior could be “understood.” 

But on what “moral” basis is the murder of 
Bernadotte explained by its perpetrators? Did 
he ever murder a Jew, or order a Jew murdered? 
His only connection with such crimes was his 
success in saving Jews from murder through his 
negotiations with Himmler in the closing days 
of the war. Bernadotte was killed on no other 
grounds than that his slayers regarded him as a 
“tool of Britain,” that is, as a political opponent. 
Assassination had become so “normal” an act 
for them, that they feel no scruple whatsoever 
in ordering the death of anyone who merely 
stands in their way. 

The revulsion and anger which this murder 
aroused in Israel have made possible a thorough- 
going suppression of these terrorist groups, which 
the external danger and internal divisions had 
hitherto prevented. We expect that the health- 
ful results of this police action will be made se- 
cure by the seizure and prompt and severe pun- 
ishment of those responsible for the abominable 
crime. The public needs to have clearly and 
firmly fixed in its mind, by such a demonstra- 
tion, the difference between misguided but ideal- 
istic fanatacism and a callous, unscrupulous 
criminality. 
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Reflections on 
by Chaim 


SHORTLY before his assassination, Dk. CHaimM ARLOSOROFF, 
leading Labor member of the World Zionist Executive 
and head of the Jewish Agency Political Department at 
the time, wrote to Dr. Chaim Weizmann the following 
discussion of possible Zionist policy in radically changed 
circumstances from those assumed by the line of policy 
he was then conducting. 


June 30, 1932 
EAR DR. WEIZMANN: 


I am writing you once again without 
awaiting a reply to my long letter of some days 
ago. I am afraid that this letter will be a some- 
what strange literary creation, and I hope you 
will not be annoyed at me for taking time with 
a letter that may justly be described as an ab- 
stract essay on Zionist policy. But the matter 
has been on my mind and the conclusions that 
I inevitably reach are of a sort that I would like 
to prepare the ground for oral discussions. I 
hope that it will be possible to discuss them if 
I come to London. 


The Stages of Zionism 


In my last letter I dealt with our present 
political policy. I noted that though for the 
present we have no choice in the matter our 
present policy must be viewed as a palliative and 
that it will be difficult, perhaps even impossible, 
to attain the political ends of Zionism in this 
manner. I would define this policy as synthetic 
and evolutionary. It is scarcely necessary to ela- 
borate this definition in order to clarify my point 
of view. 

I do not intend to start a debate on the nature 
of the aims of Zionism. I hold to my opinion 
that there are no significant differences of opinion 
about these in the various Zionist groups. It is 
evident that if we do not wish to reestablish 
Diaspora conditions in Palestine we must strive 
toward the quickest possible settlement of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews in order to assure at 
least a rare equilibrium between the two peoples 
in the country. I am forced to the conclusion 
that with present day methods and under the 
present regime there exists virtually no oppor- 
tunity for solving the problem of large-scale im- 
migration and colonization. 

This is so because our policy is based on the 
assumption that it is necessary and possible to at- 
tain our aims gradually, step by step. It is evident 
that this policy was the only correct one in the 
past. Any other method that we can think of 
today is based on the real strength of the Jewish 
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community in Palestine, and this strength is the 
result of the method of gradualism we have fol- 
lowed. When I speak of “stages” of develop- 
ment, I do not refer to concrete situations that 
can be exactly defined statistically or by some 
diplomatic or legal formula. I do have in mind 
definite stages of development in the relationship 
of forces between the two peoples contending 
in the country. The strength of the two sides 
may be based on their social or economic devel- 
opment, on their technical or financial resources, 
or on the military organization and the military 
potential of the male population of the two 
peoples. The present “stage,” which we have 
attained by means of gradual development, may 
be defined approximately as folllows: The Arabs 
are no longer strong enough to destroy our posi- 
tion but still consider themselves strong enough 
to establish an Arab state in Palestine without 
taking into consideration Jewish political de- 
mands, whereas the Jews are strong enough to 
preserve their present positions without possess- 
ing sufficient strength to assure the constant 
growth of the Jewish community through im- 
migration, colonization, and the maintenance of 
peace and order in the country in the course of 
this development. 

The next “stage” will be attained when the 
relationship of real forces will such as to pre- 
clude any possibility of the establishment of an 
Arab state in Palestine, i.e., when the Jews will 
acquire such additional strength as will auto- 
matically block the road for Arab domination. 
This will be followed by another “stage” during 
which the Arabs will be unable to frustrate the 
constant growth of the Jewish community 
through immigration and constructive economic 
activity. The constantly growing strength of 
the Jews will influence the Arabs in the direction 
of seeking a negotiated accord. This will be fol- 
lowed by a‘‘stage” during which the equilibrium 
between the two peoples will be based on real 
forces and an agreed solution to the problem. 


The test of the evolutionary practices of Zion- 
ist policy within the framework of the British 
mandate consists in whether it will be possible 
to attain the next “stage” by means of this policy. 
Should that be possible, then it is the part of 
political wisdom and common sense to ignore all 
the hardships and interference, to overlook bit- 
terness and disappointments, and to continue 
diligently to add one asset to another until the 
next “stage” is attained. But should that prove 





8 


impossible, then all efforts in this direction would 
be wasted and it would no longer be feasible to 
cling to the evolutionary method of Zionist 
policy or to base on it the strength and the en- 
durance of the Zionist movement. I am inclined 
to think that it is not possible. 


The Limits of Mandatory Administration 


IN ORDER to attain the next “stage”—and the 
exact annual number of immigrants and settlers 
is not important in this connection—the govern- 
ment of Palestine would have to exert efforts, 
and the mandatory government would have to 
provide us with financial means on a scale that 
we have no grounds to expect. The government 
would not only have to refrain from hindering 
our own efforts (as happened more than once in 
the present period) but it would also have to 
provide planned and active encouragement for 
our efforts to utilize constantly all opportunities 
inherent in the objective conditions of the coun- 
try. It is my opinion that it would be too much 
to ask of any government that it should assume 
such a burden for the sake of settlers of a “‘for- 
eign” people. This is one of the reasons why the 
recent Revisionist slogans regarding a “coloniz- 
ing regime” appeared unrealistic to me. Hopes 
of this kind under present conditions are vision- 
ary. Even if the British administration should 
succeed in liberating itself completely from in- 
stinctive sympathies and antipathies, it cannot 
be expected to view the situation from our stand- 
point. It is in the nature of things that the 
administration should be considerate of the sen- 
sibilities of the Arabs and Moslems to such an 
extent as to prevent an active policy in our 
favor. The British administrators are accus- 
tomed to being guided by the principle of con- 
venient and instinctive reaction, and it would 
be very hard for them to depart from this prac- 
tice to the extent of becoming responsive to our 
demands. I have the wonderful long letter you 
wrote to Lord Balfour during your first visit 
to the country together with the Zionist Com- 
mission. From it I learned that you foresaw the 
characteristic features of the present situation 
even at that time. 

I want to add the following: Precisely at this 
time, when we deal with a High Commissioner 
who shows appreciation of our work and is cap- 
able of understanding our aims for the future, 
precisely now that our relations with the admin- 
istration have improved and promise to improve 
still more, the limits of our opportunities under 
the present regime emerge very clearly. The 
High Commissioner no doubt thinks that he is 
exceedingly generous whenever he removes from 
our path obstacles arising from administrative 
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routine. But how great is the distance separating 
such a benevolent approach from the planned 
and active policy that is required to advance 
our work. ... 


The matter of the percentage of Jews em- 
ployed in public works is only one detail in a 
long list of activities upon which the Jewish 
National Home must be reared. In order to 
obtain an increase of a few thousand pounds 
from the government for Jewish education—an 
increase whose justification even the government 
admits on the basis of the present method of 
calculation (which is itself inadequate and un- 
just )—it is necessary to write memoranda upon 
memoranda over the course of years and even 
then the matter is not advanced one step for- 
ward. There are not enough Jewish officials in 
the district administrations. As a result of the 
retrenchments, a situation has arisen under which 
the district administrations can pass entirely into 
the hands of Arabs, should the high British off- 
cials be away, during an emergency. Jews did not 
enlist in the Transjordan defense force in any 
appreciable number, because Lord Plumer prom- 
ised us that this force would serve Transjordan 
only and would not be a Palestinian military unit. 
But now the Transjordan Frontier Force has in 
fact become a Palestinian force. It was used 
during the events of 1929. Its units are sta- 
tioned in permanent structures on Palestine soil 
in Rosh Pinah, Beisan, and Gesher. But a change 
in its composition at this time would lead to great 
political repercussions in public opinion. It is 
impossible to discharge one third of the troops 
in order to make room for Jewish recruits. It is 
likewise impossible to add an appreciable num- 
ber of Jewish soldiers, for that would involve 
great expense. All we are permitted to do is pay 
a large part of the taxes needed for the mainten- 
ance of this military force. 


The entire system of immigration permits is 
becoming a joke. It is true that from time to 
time it is possible to obtain 2,000-3,000 permits 
(and we should be thankful even for this). But 
one cannot imagine that it would be possible to 
establish a daring and far-reaching immigration 
policy on the basis of tedious negotiations with 
the government immigration department. As far 
as the land problem is concerned, all the official 
institutions are agreed that there are no govern- 
ment lands available for Jewish colonization. All 
of them now regretfully admit that the Beisan 
lands were wasted, but at the same time we are 
asked to be reasonable and become reconciled 
to the wrong which, once done, cannot be cor- 
rected. We are soon about to witness the pro- 
mulgation of a surprising number of regulations 
for the protection of tenant farmers, regulations 
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covering land disputes, regulations guaranteeing 
family rights, regulations regarding land trans- 
fer, ownership rights, and who knows what else. 
In the end we will be happy if we succeed in 
overcoming the new legal restraints and in mak- 
ing the slightest step forward. But it is out of 
the question that there should be a constructive 
development policy to utilize all the financial and 
administrative resources of the government, to 
improve every dunam of land, to develop all in- 
dustrial opportunities, and make use of all trade 
possibilities. 


The Approaching Crisis 


OF couRSE, despite all these objections one 
may argue that lacking an alternative there is no 
choice but to continue the present policy—to 
advance step by step, to add one layer to another, 
to strengthen the few important positions in our 
possession, and to await an opportunity that 
might arise from an unknown quarter. I would 
be prepared to follow this road without com- 
plaint, if I foresaw the likelihood of some decades 
of peace and more or less stable conditions in 
Palestine, during which we would have an oppor- 
tunity to grow slowly. But unfortunately the 
world political situation is so upset and the ten- 
sions in the Middle East are growing at such a 
rate, that there exists but a tenuous basis for such 
an optimistic assumption. 

The first fact to be considered is the liquida- 
tion of all Class A Mandates and the consequen- 
ces thereof. As far as Palestine is concerned, this 
process may last another three or five or seven 
years. But it is impossible to halt the trend in 
this direction. In addition we are witnessing a 
shift in borders in the Middle East which has not 
yet come to an end. Should Syria and Iraq unite 
under one ruler, the united state could exert 
upon us a greater pressure than if the states in 
the North were to remain apart. The question 
whether the Emir of Transjordan will succeed 
in extending his rule southward and annex parts 
of Arabia is now also more serious than it was 
six months ago. To these factors one must add 
the influence of such events on “Istiklal” and 
especially on the youth. We must not forget that 
the Arab movement in Palestine has meanwhile 
learned all the political practices of Zionism, 
from Congresses and presidents down to banks 
and campaigns. It has succeeded to some extent 
in attracting the attention of the Arab and Mos- 
lem world to Jerusalem and Palestine. Any policy 
which aims at isolating the Arabs of Palestine will 
now encounter greater obstacles than it would 
have encountered ten or even five years ago. 
Moreover, it is scarcely necessary for me to re- 
mind you that the non-Jewish population of 
Palestine is increasing at a rapid rate. A decade 
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ago a Jewish majority, or numerical equality, in 
Palestine was a matter of five hundred thousand 
additional persons. Today it is a question of eight 
hundred thousand. In another fifteen years it 
will be a question of a million and a quarter. 
But since the area of Palestine (even within its 
widest borders) is fixed, the pressure on the 
means of subsistence in the country will rapidly 
increase. I do not mean to say that it is impossible 
to overcome this pressure. It is definitely possible 
to overcome it, but to do so, great means and 
a government loyal to its tasks are required. 

This array of circumstances may reach a cli- 
max if an international struggle in which Britain 
is a participant should break out. And can there 
be any doubt that we are nearing another world 
war? Five or ten years may pass before it breaks 
out and we cannot foretell exactly the form it 
will assume, whether it will be in the form of a 
concentration of forces against Soviet Russia 
(partly in order to halt the spread of Bolshevism) 
or the lines will be drawn some other way. Bis- 
marck once said that “history does not permit 
us to look at its cards.” But it is clear beyond 
all doubt whither we are going. Let us take for 
example the international policies of the Labor 
Government, which was originally pacifist. It 
is not at all important that Henderson presides 
over any number of disarmament commissions, 
while the Labor Government annually spends to 
no useful purpose 115 million pounds for re- 
armament. The members of the government are 
not insane, after all. And since they are sane it is 
just as certain that there will be war as that 
winter follows autumn. The day the war is de- 
clared the mandates system will collapse and the 
League of Nations will go on vacation. So far 
as Palestine is concerned it is possible that the 
precedent established in Egypt and Cyprus in 
1914 will be repeated, and the country will be 
made officially a part of the British Empire. In 
any case, if we leave matters to develop along 
their present course, we will witness an open 
British-Arab alliance, or an Arab rebellion. Fur- 
thermore, if we postpone decisive action till that 
time, we might reach a point where we have been 
severed from world Jewry, which constitutes our 
reserve force so far as provision of manpower, 
money, and equipment is concerned. 


Alternatives of Policy 


I aM sure that your patience has run out and 
you ask yourself: What is the purpose of all these 
words? What conclusions are to be drawn from 
them? 

I see before me four possible conclusions. One 
possible way out is to declare that it is an ignor- 
ant prejudice to assume that every problem must 
have a solution, that all calculations must balance 
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in the end. Actually, it is not so. We have no 
choice but to continue wandering along devious 
paths without knowing exactly where we will 
come out. We must carry on even though we 
stand before a seemingly unscalable wall. We 
must gather strength as best we can. We do not 
know what the future will bring. “Perhaps 
the ‘poritz’ will die; perhaps the dog will die,” 
as the famous Jewish anecdote has it. New op- 
portunities may be in store for us. Meantime we 
must hold our positions. 

This is a characteristically Jewish attitude. It 
is the typically Jewish manifestation of courage 
—but it is definitely not a Zionist attitude. 
Should the Zionist movement adopt such an atti- 
tude, it would renounce political action (which 
implies a calculated policy and a constructive 
plan) and descend to the level of Jewish fatal- 
ism—the consequence of passivity during many 
generations. In this sense I have always looked 
upon Zionism as a rebellion against Jewish tradi- 
tion. For lack of a better choice, we may have to 
return to this tradition. But it is clear that such 
a policy comes into consideration only for the 
small group of militant Zionists who have been 
through all the struggles of the movement and 
who have no life outside it. I am certain that it 
does not come into consideration for the masses 
of the Jewish people and especially for the 
younger generation, which we still have to gain 
for the Zionist movement, the generation which 
looks at the twentieth century with the clear- 
eyed sobriety of post-war youth and demands 
unqualified direction. 


THE SECOND possible conclusion is to declare 
that world conditions being as they are, we can- 
not put the Zionist vision into practice. The 
Zionist program is doomed to inevitable break- 
down despite the vitality and the brilliance of 
the young Jewish community of 180,000. The 
Zionist analysis has been proved true throughout 
the world, from the Soviet Union to the United 
States. The truth of the Zionist remedy has also 
been demonstrated in those few manifestations 
of national life—labor, land, language—which 
the Jewish community has created in Palestine. 
But objective conditions in the world, among the 
Jewish people, and among the Palestine popula- 
tion today preclude progress toward the Zionist 
goal. Such a conclusion is inherent in all the 
recent attempts to reinterpret Zionism. It is the 
basis for the so-called Zionist and pseudo-Zionist 
programs, whether these be called “cultural Zion- 
ism” or “Brit Shalom.” 


THE THIRD theoretical possibility is to cling 
to fundamental Zionist principles but to con- 
tract the geographic limits of their realization— 
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instead of all of Palestine, only certain parts of 
the country. (This conception of the problem is 
the basis of the various cantonization plans, as 
well as of Dr. Jacobson’s plan for a Jewish State 
in Palestine instead of Palestine as a Jewish State. ) 
Despite all the tumult in the press, I believe that 
the desire to establish national sovereignty in a 
part of Palestine, to create within this zone all 
those opportunities for unhindered development 
which are dependent on state power, contains a 
core of sound thinking. In matters of admin- 
istration, finance, and colonization, such a region 
could become a strategic base for potential future 
progress. Such a plan would contain the elements 
of territorial and political self-determination, 
which embody the basic truth of Zionism. But, 
in my opinion, all these plans are doomed to 
failure for the following reasons: 

a) The small area of Palestine. 

b) The problem of Jerusalem. 

c) The unfavorable geographic situation of 
the areas of Jewish colonization (the coastal 
plain, the valley of Jezreel, the Jordan valley, and 
Upper Galilee). 

d) The fact that even in these areas the Jews 
still constitute a minority, so that the basic prob- 
lem would change quantitatively but not quali- 
tatively. 


THE FOuRTH possible conclusion is that under 
present circumstances Zionism cannot be real- 
ized without a transition period during which 
the Jewish minority would exercise organized 
revolutionary rule. It is impossible to attain a 
Jewish majority or numerical equality between 
the two peoples (or any other condition permit- 
ting the creation of a basis for a cultural center) 
by means of systematic immigration and coloni- 
zation without a transition period of minority 
national rule during which the state apparatus, 
the administration, and the military establish- 
ment would be in the hands of the minority, in 
order to eliminate the danger of domination by 
the non-Jewish majority and suppress rebellion 
against us (it would be impossible to suppress 
such a rebellion unless the state machinery and 
the military forces were in our hands). During 
this period a systematic policy of immigration, 
colonization, and development would be prac- 
ticed. Such a conception of the problem might 
shake the foundations of many beliefs which we 
have cherished for a great many years. It might 
even resemble dangerously certain political states 
of mind which we have always rejected. At first 
it might even appear as impractical, visionary, 
and contrary to the conditions in which we live 
under the British Mandate. All these questions 
require discussion which I do not intend to in- 
augurate in writing. But there is one thing about 
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which I feel very strongly—I will never become 
reconciled to the failure of Zionism before an 
attempt is made whose seriousness corresponds 
to the seriousness of the struggle for the revival 
of our national life and the sanctity of the mis- 
sion entrusted to us by the Jewish people. Nor 
should you forget that any change in the world 
or in the Middle East, any emergency situation, 
might compel us to resort to a line of action 
which we would never choose of our own free 
will. We must bear this in mind when weighing 
our political policy, whether we like it or not. 


I Hore that I do not have to stress the fact 
that my way of thinking is as alien today as it 
always has been to that which is called Revision- 
ism. Now, too, I consider that the tactics, the 
policies, and the educational principles of Re- 
visionism are madness. If I had to invent an 
imaginary movement aiming at the prevention of 
the establishment of ‘ta Jewish State on both 
sides of the Jordan,” I would endow it with the 
traits characteristic of the Revisionists, their 
manner of speech, and their line of action. I 
mentioned above that the Revisionist conception 
of a “colonizing regime” under which the British 
are to pull our chestnuts out of the fire by sup- 
pressing the Arabs with their bayonets is com- 
pletely unrealistic. The Revisionist press, with 
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its wholesale provocations that are not backed by 
any real force, evokes aggressive reaction on the 
part of the Arabs and indirectly leads to the or- 
ganization of forces which will rise against us 
on the day of trial. As a result of the toil of 
decades, we have slowly succeeded in educating 
our young people toward a degree of understand- 
ing of the seriousness of our position. And now 
the Revisionist propaganda again plants illusions 
in their minds and idle rhetoric in their mouths. 
Furthermore, what I want is based on the real 
strength of the Yishuv, while the Revisionists 
occupy themselves with a vain search for a stra- 
tegic base somewhere between Paris, Warsaw, and 
Rome. It is possible that they, too, would prefer 
to have the Yishuv as the base for their activities 
if there were any opportunity for them to gain 
the support of the organized labor movement, 
which is destined to be the “iron legion” of Zion- 
ism irrespective of the policy followed. 

I hope you will not be displeased with me for 
writing you letters as long as the “galut”, nor 
that you will think I have gone out of my mind. 
These thoughts have troubled me for many 
months and do not give me peace. To whom, if 
not to you, can I feel morally obliged to talk 
about them? 

Yours, 
CHAIM ARLOSOROFF 


Patriotism and Plural Loyalties 


by Hayim 


cre MAY WELL IMAGINE a future, and 
not necessarily in a Messianic era, when the 
national sovereignties and local patriotism of our 
time will be universally regarded as archaic fea- 
tures of a defunct civilization. It is entirely pos- 
sible that the relations of the individual to his 
local group, his people, nation, or religio-ethnic 
community may, some generations hence, lose 
much of the emotionally tinged quality of 
modern nationalism, or patriotism. Particular 
patriotisms, which in our time easily engender 
hostility and even bloodshed, may then be no 
more than local nuances of a single “world pa- 
triotism,” whose fatherland will be the globe. 
The idea of a world-fatherland is, of course, 
not new. It was not unknown to the Prophets, 
and it finds expression in later Jewish Messianic 
and eschatological literature, also. In the Hellenic 
world, Diogenes was not the only one to hold 
that no state has a right to exist except aw 
state. Meleager, the father of the Greek An- 
thology, went even farther than he. For him, 
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all humans dwell in the bosom of one and the 
same motherland (this substitution for father- 
land was intentional) — the cosmos. Aristotle, 
with his empirical approach to social and 
political phenomena, would naturally have re- 
jected such cosmological mysticism in an analy- 
sis of “‘patriotism”: the borders of a state, in 
his view, should be confined within “earshot” 
distance—literally, to an area over all of which 
a human voice can be heard. (Such “‘parochial- 
ism” may seem less bizarre to us in the case of 
Aristotle, who lived after all in a world of little 
city-states, if we recall the following observa- 
tion in The Federalist, about the optimal extent 
of a state: “The natural limit is that distance 
from the center which will barely allow the 
representatives to meet as often as may be neces- 
sary.”) An Aristotle of the Twentieth Century 
would certainly have had a different opinion 
from the Stagyrite sage: the distance between 
Tokyo and Washington today is “smaller” than 
the distance between Athens and Sparta in his 
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time; in a world with radio communication, to 
talk of “earshot” distance no longer makes sense. 
The ancient Utopias of a political universalism 
are becoming more and more capable of realiza- 
tion. 


But however practicable the idea of a global 
state, based upon a federal principal with local 
national autonomy, may already seem, we shall 
undoubtedly have to deal, for a considerable 
period to come, with a multiplicity of political 
sovereignties, as well as with greedy and sus- 
picious nationalisms. The emergence of Israel as 
a sovereign state thus confronts certain Jewish 
groups with a new problem, whether their active 
interest in the upbuilding and political defense of 
the Jewish State may not in some sense be op- 
posed to their patriotic obligations as citizens 
of the countries where they live. Both in Britain 
and America, certain organizations and bodies 
(not always anti-Zionist) have already issued 
special declarations concerning the indivisibility 
of their patriotism and loyalties, which are not 
to be affected by the fact that a Jewish State 
has arisen in Palestine. 

It is hard to judge how convincing such dec- 
larations will be to elements in the non-Jewish 
world who feel that they have reason to suspect 
pro-Zionist Jews of a lack of patriotism or of 
dual loyalties. A pathologically jealous woman 
will not believe any man faithful; to a man who 
considers the state as the object of absolute loyal- 
ty, to which all other loyalties must be sub- 
ordinated at all times and under any circum- 
stances, (or to one who pretends to hold this 
opinion) all his co-citizens are under constant 
suspicion of actual or potential treason. For idol- 
ators of the State — of one’s own state — every 
non-idolator is a traitor, in mind if not in deed. 
What, for example, was the attitude of such an 
idolator as André Gide in his ultra-nationalistic 
period? In a letter written to a friend concern- 
ing the Dreyfus affair in 1898, he said: “If saving 
an innocent Dreyfus involves any injury to the 
French State, everything should be done to make 
Dreyfus guilty, so that France may remain un- 
stained.” Gide subordinated all other values and 
loyalties to the “supreme” loyalty which he at 
that time recognized—loyalty to “la patrie,” 
even if the fatherland fails in loyalty to its own 
deepest meaning. 

These Nineteenth Century “patriots” who 
called Anatole France a traitor and avenged 
themselves upon Emile Zola by excluding him 
from the Légion d’Honneur for the crime of de- 
fending Dreyfus “against France,” never 


charged, even at the height of the affair, that 
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their opponents lacked feeling for, or even devo- 
tion to their country. As a matter of fact, even 
though they did not use the expression, the 
charge made against the Dreyfusards by the 
French nationalists of the time was one of “dual 
loyalties,” and of giving precedence to a “‘sub- 
ordinate” loyalty—to truth, to justice, to the 
cause of the Republic’s moral physiognomy — 
over their patriotic duties to “France.” If these 
men had been Englishmen in the days of Crom- 
well, they would undoubtedly have made the 
same accusation of “dual loyalties” against Mil- 
ton. To English loyalists of that period, the king 
had the same significance as the army had to the 
French nationalists in the time of the Dreyfus 
affair—he was the symbol of one’s country and 
the supreme object of loyalty. Milton, who bold- 
ly preached the right to execute a king, if he is 
a tyrant, and who accused some of the Puri- 
tans of having “seditious pity” for the crowned 
head, did not deny that “the crown” as an in- 
stitution could have its place as an element in, 
or symbol of English patriotism. The problem 
he confronted was, Which was the higher loyal- 
ty in the given historical situation? To this ques- 
tion he answered clearly and simply: “I only 
preferred Queen Truth to King Charles.” 
(Eikonoclastes) . In saving this, he was convinced 
that to serve Queen Truth was, not only in the 
specific situation of England at that time, but 
at all times and under all circumstances, much 
more patriotic, in the final historic analysis, than 
to spare King Charles. 


Ir 1s worth noting that the attitudes which 
some are inclined to condemn as “dual loyalties” 
may be found not only among citizens whose 
ethnic descent gives them cultural and emotional 
bonds with the inhabitants of some other sov- 
ereign country, or who have established such 
bonds through their personal experiences. It also 
occurs among citizens of a more normal type, 
whose ethnic relationships, whether inherited or 
personally established, are exclusively with the 
majority, or the native stock of their country, 
and who have no sentimental ties with any other 
land. The Doukhobors in Russia, the Hutterites 
and Mennonites in Germany, and the Quakers 
in England and America entertained (and, to 
a certain extent, still entertain) parallel loyal- 
ties, even though they were otherwise indis- 
tinguishable from the rest of their co-nationals. 
The conflict between them and the patriotic 
fetishists of the state did not arise from a clash 
of two national loyalties, such as might have 
been the case, let us say, with an Jrishman living 
in England twenty-odd years ago. It was in a 
certain sense, a far deeper and more basic con- 
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flict: a conflict between imposed duties of a po- 
litical and “anti-religious” character, on the one 
hand, and immediately presented ethical and re- 
ligious, or, so to speak, “transcendental” duties, 
on the other. 


It was in essence the same clash between loyal- 
ties of relative value and relative validity and 
loyalties of absolute value and of a more meta- 
physical character which two millennia and 
a half ago already concerned not only 
Socrates and Plato, but also the Greek tragedians, 
especially Sophocles. Antigone knew that her 
brother Polynices, who fell in battle, had be- 
trayed his country, and that the king had a 
right, under the laws of the state, to exact from 
his slain foe the penalty prescribed for such 
cases: “Leave him unwept, unburied, for the 
birds/to watch and feed on at their own sweet 
will.” But she also knows of another kingdom 
where gods rule, and not flesh and blood. She is, 
in parallel allegiance, a citizen of that other 
kingdom of the immortals, and under its laws, 
as she knows them to be, no crime is great 
enough to leave a body unburied and unwept: a 
dead man not brought to his grave is forever cut 
off from the “other” world, from the eternal. 
For this reason, she herself rebels against sov- 
ereignty, through bringing Polynices to his grave 
with due rites. She committed, as she herself says, 
a “holy crime”—a crime by the lights of the 
state, but a holy act, according to the demands 
of the gods. 


Antigone’s way, subordinating political loyal- 
ty to religious “loyalty,” giving the “law of 
heaven” precedence over the “law of the realm,” 
was meant to be the way of Christianity. But 
this tendency found expression historically in 
Christian “heresies,” not in its major current. 
The New Testament maxim to render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is 
God’s sounds very idyllic, but also very illusory. 
Caesar often demands what belongs to the Al- 
mighty, and God often quite categorically de- 
mands what Caesar claims for himself. Whatever 
grave faults we may ascribe to the Roman 
Church as a social or political factor in Western 
history, Catholicism was not only right, but true 
to its source, when it so vigorously opposed the 
famous principle of the Protestant Reformation 
(particularly in Germany): Cujus regio, ejus 
religio; a principle which empowers sovereigns 
to impose their own religion, whatever it might 
be, upon the whole population of their country. 
Catholicism rightly saw in this principle a secu- 
larization of matters of the spirit, an attempt to 
place loyalty to a prince, the contemporary 


13 


form of patriotism, above all other duties and 
loyalties. 

Without attempting to trace the whole history 
of the conflict between Church and State on 
this point, let it suffice to say that what some 
call “dual loyalties,” or patriotism without reser- 
vations, is far from new. The modern demo- 
cratic state has had to accomodate itself to the 
existence, among its citizens, of minorities—un- 
distinguishable in stock and speech and culture 
from the majority—whose “patriotism,” in the 
conventional sense of the word, is not “absolute,” 
and who make it quite clear that in principle— 
and in actual practice—they cannot be expected 
to place their loyalty and obedience to the state 
above other (from their point-of-view) more 
important loyalties. Nor are the members of 
such minorities universally regarded as low- 
grade citizens, even though there may be critical 
situations, for instance, in wartime, when they 
refuse to perform their prescribed patriotic 
duties. It suffices to recall the high esteem and 
social position enjoyed by the Quakers both in 
Britain and America. Thorstein Veblen was far 
from wrong in the distinction he drew between 
the good citizen and the patriot, even though he 
expressed his view in a provocatively paradoxical 
form: “There is, indeed, nothing to hinder a bad 
citizen from being a good patriot; nor does it 
follow that a good citizen, in other respects, may 
not be a very indifferent patriot.” (Patriotism, 
Peace, and the Price System). 


As JEws, our present special interest in the 
problem is not mainly in the general issue of 
multiple loyalties, and the “hierarchical” order, 
so to speak, of such loyalties among non-ethnic 
minorities. The concrete question which con- 
cerns us is how far Zionism, or pro-Zionism, may 
be regarded as in conflict with the local political 
loyalties of Diaspora Jews. Is the loyalty of an 
American Jew open to question if he cultivates 
his bonds with the Jewish people and sees in the 
State of Israel the embodiment of one of his 
personal ideals? Is he, and may he expect to be 
regarded as, a whole American (or Englishman, 
or Frenchman), or is he only part American, an 
‘“‘American—but”’? Does such a person belong to 
two “nationalities” at once, and if so, can his 
loyalty to America be wholly relied on? Does 
such a Jew regard America as merely a “board- 
ing house” (to use an expression of Theodore 
Roosevelt’s which Charles Beard thought it ne- 
cessary to employ on the eve of the last World 
War, when he charged non-Anglo-Saxon immi- 
grant groups with a lack of patriotism), or as 
his country? 
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As a preliminary, it may be useful to define 
anew the concept of patriotism, as it is currently 
understood. In the Middle Ages, as we have al- 
ready remarked, the dynastic ruler, the prince 
or king, was the sole object of political loyalty. 
Then, there was no place for loyalty to the state 
per se, for basically it had no true existence of 
its own apart from the person of the monarch, 
or the dynasty. “L’état, c’est moi” was no mere 
boast of a vainglorious Emperor, but a more or 
less accurate description of most states. In so 
far as the loyalty of subjects (not, let it be noted, 
of citizens) to the ruler or ruling family could 
be called patriotism, it had necessarily to be an 
exclusive patriotism. One could not be simul- 
taneously loyal to two monarchs, both, in princi- 
ple, exercising unlimited authority. 


Except for such outlandish anachronisms as 
the kingdoms of Saudi-Arabia and Yemen, there 
is no room in our present world for this kind of 
loyalty. It would be quite mistaken to describe 
modern patriotism as involving loyalty to the 
government of one’s country. A constitutional 
government in a democratic country, by the 
very fact that under the constitution it exercises 
delegated authority granted by the sovereign 
people, and is always of uncertain duration 
and dependent on popular approval, can make 
no claim to the absolute, almost mystical loyalty 
which was considered the due of “divine mon- 
archs.” A democratic government is entitled 
to demand that its citizenry obey its regulations 
—unless they are unconstitutional—but it can- 
not demand love or devotion, or immunity from 
criticism, nor can it expect the citizens to re- 
frain from trying by every legal means to de- 
pose it and replace it with a new government. 
When the United States Congress passed the 
Sedition Act of 1798, providing fines and im- 
prisonment “for anyone who should publish 
false, malicious, or scandalous statements about 
members of the national government with the 
intent to bring them into disrepute,” the legis- 
latures of Virginia and Kentucky immediately 
replied with resolutions holding that such an 
Act was unconstitutional. To bring a govern- 
ment or its members into disrepute is a citizen’s 
right, so long as this is done without resorting 
to false reports. Except in totalitarian coun- 
tries, no one would dream, in our time, of mak- 
ing a government, or its members, the object of 
patriotic loyalties. It is the state, not the gov- 
ernment, upon which patriotism centers. 

But what, empirically speaking, is the state? 
Anyone who does not assume that the state is 
a substantial entity existing independently of the 
individuals of whom it is constituted, anyone 
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who does not succumb to a state-mysticism, 
knows that the state is, primarily, an organized 
social framework for coordinating the behavior 
of its constituent individuals and groups. Hence, 
in the final analysis, loyalty to the state is loyal- 
ty to one’s fellow-citizens, to the society 
existing on the state territory, to the people. 
A patriot is one who experiences a more or less 
intimate relationship to the whole group of his 
fellow-citizens and sympathetically considers, in 
governing his actions, the interests, well-being, 
moral character, and reputation of his people 
in relation to other peoples. 


AT THIS point we may ask: Does loyalty (as 
well as a certain intimacy of relationship) to one 
people preclude similar, parallel loyalty to an- 
other ethnic group, living in a different country 
under a different state organization? Is it pos- 
sible to maintain what some would call ‘dual 
nationality,” and if so, is this a legitimate and 
more or less normal phenomenon? Are people, 
nation, and state such hermetically closed bodies 
that their members are normally prevented from 
maintaining similar relationships to groups in 
other compartments? In other words, is there 
any room for pluralistic social relationships, at- 
tachments, ”sentiments,” and “loyalties”? 

The answer is presented to us in concrete re- 
ality. Let us take as an example an Italian- 
speaking Swiss citizen. He may hardly know 
himself how many different loyalties, in various 
degrees, he harbors. He is a Swiss, and nobody 
can question his Swiss patriotism, his loyalty to 
the Confederation. He is, at the same time, a 
“patriot” of his canton. Ticino is the part of his 
“patria” which claims his most intimate attach- 
ment. No matter what his “race” may be, he 
feels a bond of cultural and linguistic sentiment 
allying him with millions of Italians across the 
border. Religiously, in most cases, he is a Catho- 
lic, and as such he is intimately connected with 
a vast number of Catholics all over the 
globe, and, furthermore, for certain matters and 
in certain situations, he respects the “sovereign- 
ty” of a unique authority called the Vatican. If 
tomorrow he should become a UN official, he 
would take a new oath of allegiance and acquire 
a new loyalty—to the “world” as a whole. 


If he were to be interviewed and made to give 
an accounting of his “allegiance,” which he 
probably never before had occasion to do, he 
would undoubtedly say that there are no con- 
tradictions between the many parallel loyalties 
we have enumerated. If we were to tell him 
he is a less normal psychological or social type 
than other citizens with fewer loyalties, he 
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would probably deny it; or he might say that, 
first of all, there are some phenomena for which 
there is no objective measure of normality, and 
secondly, “That’s how I am”—and there is no 
authority that can, or ought to set up rules of 
“normality” for him. And if someone should 
plainly demonstrate a contradiction or dishar- 
mony in his condition and relationships, he 
would quote you a verse from a Swiss poet 
(Karl Spitteler) : 


“Ich bin kein ausgekluegelt Buch, 
Ich bin ein Mensch mit allem seinen 
Widerspruch.” 


The Swiss is only one illustration; he is by no 
means exceptional. A Scot is, first of all, a pat- 
riot of Scotland (objectively speaking, it would 
be abnormal if he were not); secondly, a loyal 
citizen of Great Britain; third, he has a certain 
sentimental political relationship to the British 
Dominions; fourth, if he is devout, he still en- 
tertains a definite and far from superficial re- 
lationship to the High Church, which unites him 
with co-religionists overseas and separates him 
from quite a number of his British compatriots. 
In addition, he may, perhaps, be a loyal adherent 
of international Socialism. Similar plural loyal- 
ties are found in Englishmen and, even more, 
in Frenchmen in Canada, or Boers and English- 
men in South Africa. 


ONE oF the most important foundations of 
true democracy is the right to be different: not 
only the right to hold different opinions and be- 
liefs than the majority, but to be different, in- 
cluding the right to maintain a living, fraternal 
relationship with an ethnic group living outside 
one’s own state, and as a separate organized 
state. An Italian-American who does not wish 
to forget his Italian, who bears Italy in the in- 
nermost recesses of his memory or in his im- 
agination, who suffers and rejoices with Italy, 
who puts something aside from his earnings to 
help the needy in Italy, too, who uses his influ- 
ence as an American to urge his government to 
help Italy in her need, and who may occasionally 
become so homesick for Italy that he must take 
a trip to the Old Country, or even settle there, 
is basically no worse an American than one who 
has no specific attachment to any ethnic group 
outside the United States. When such things 
chance to happen to a “hundred percent Ameri- 
can” (as, for example, to the Virginia-born 
Lady Astor, who acquired naturalization in 
England and even became a member of Parlia- 
ment), no one dreams of accusing him or her 
of “treason” or “disloyalty.” America is not in- 
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terested—no country is interested—in having 
citizens with defective memories and shrunken 
horizons, citizens afflicted with aphasia and 
amnesia. 


Ernest Renan once said that the very exist- 
ence of a nation is “un plebiscite de tous les 
jours.” The statement, of course, is consider- 
ably exaggerated. But it is true that the scope 
of social, cultural, and political loyalties is not 
constantly the same, and historic events and de- 
velopments can contract or expand their exten- 
sion. A Norwegian today, in independent Nor- 
way, has a narrower focus for his political na- 
tionalism than his father or elder brother had, 
when Norway was still part of the State of 
Denmark. The “object” of Moslem patriotism 
in Pakistan is “smaller” than the object of all- 
Indian nationalism ten or fifteen years ago. Not 
every Englishman is now well described by the 
popular song: 


“In spite of all temptations 
To belong to other nations, 
He remains an Englishman.” 


The Englishman in Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa (not to speak of the English- 
man who has settled in the United States) is no 
longer the same Englishman as in the United 
Kingdom. In a sense, he belongs to “other na- 
tions,” to nations which he and his like them- 
selves created, and which made more extensive 
and more varied the sphere of his loyalties. 

In summer 1940, Winston Churchill proposed 
to the French government, in the name of Great 
Britain, to continue the war against Germany 
in spite of the tragic difficulties of those days, 
and at the same time immediately lay the ground- 
work for a joint Franco-British state. What 
if France had accepted? Frenchmen and Eng- 
lishmen would today be citizens of a common 
state; a Frenchman in time would become an 
English patriot, and an Englishman, a French 
patriot. Over the period of a generation, a sort 
of “federal patriotism” might have crystallized, 
something not unlike Swiss nationalism. Both 
Frenchmen and Englishmen (together with 
their Scotch and Welch compatriots) would 
slowly discover that, although the human capa- 
city for loyalties and intimate relationships is 
not unlimited, it is nonetheless significantly 
greater, more dynamic, and more elastic than 
many of them had imagined. 

The loyalties of a human being involve the 
deepest and most intimate relations of personal 
integrity. They cannot be mechanically regu- 
lated under any “monistic” principle of “social 
control.” 
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F THE THIRTY-THREE VOTES cast in 

favor of the partition of Palestine on No- 
vember 29, 1947, thirteen came from Latin 
America. Eight of the seventeen countries who 
have recognized Israel, up to the time of writing, 
lie south of the Rio Grande. What is the basic 
cause of so markedly favorable an attitude to 
Israel on the part of Latin America? Is it United 
States pressure? Is it local Jewish influence? Is it 
the special interests and expediencies of the 
countries in question? 


There was no noteworthy United States pres- 
sure, even though one or two countries at the 
last moment may have fallen in with the line 
taken by the United States at the UN General 
Assembly. North American influence in Latin 
America is frequently overestimated. With some 
countries it is a point of pride to follow a policy 
independent of, and often even opposed to that 
of the Yankees. Where Latin America follows 
the US lead, there is generally, as everywhere, 
some quid pro quo. The State Department was 
not interested in a victory for partition to that 
extent. Unquestionably, the position adopted by 
Washington was a fact which aided us in gaining 
support in Latin American countries for the 
Jewish State. But it was by no means a decisive 
factor. 


What of Jewish influence? With the exception 
of Brazil, all the countries where this might con- 
ceivably be a factor—Argentina, Chile, and 
Mexico—abstained from voting. Cuba even 
voted adversely. If one excepts Brazil, with its 
120,000 Jews, and Uruguay, with 30,000, the 
remaining eleven South American States who 
voted for a Jewish State have no more than 
25,000 Jewish inhabitants altogether. 


The Latin American states could not have ex- 
pected any advantages from their pro-Jewish 
attitude. On the contrary, those states who 
cherished an ambition to play a leading role in 
the UN, like Argentina and Colombia, had to 
reckon with the fact of six Arab votes, and the 
probable additional vote, eventually, of Trans- 
jordan in the organization, not to mention the 
closely allied Moslem states who are members of 








THE AUTHOR served in the Latin American sec- 
tion of the Jewish Agency Political Department 
during the campaign described in the above 
article. 
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the UN. On numerous occasions, an Arab- 
Latin American bloc has been operative in the 
UN;; for instance, in voting for offices in the or- 
ganization. The twenty Latin American plus 
the ten Moslem votes still constitute a majority 
in the General Assembly. 


Thus no explanation can be found in terms 
of special interests or expediency. There were 
neither economic nor any other advantages 
that the Jews could offer. It has been suggested 
that some countries may have been interested 
in reducing the pressure of prospective immi- 
grants on their foreign offices, consulates, and 
frontiers. But this pressure does not seem to have 
bothered anyone too much, for it is apparently 
no longer considered bad form simply to reject 
Jewish immigration. As a matter of fact, none 
other than Colombia, which permits a slight Jew- 
ish infiltration only with the greatest reluctance, 
had no hesitation at all in urging that the pressure 
of Jewish DP’s on Palestine be lessened by their 
absorption in the member states of the UN. 


Latin American support for emerging Israel 
is not to be explained on grounds of pressure, 
influence, or expediency. Authentic sympathy, 
the sentimental and romantic way of thinking 
of South American intellectuals, and five years 
of Zionist elucidation were decisive in achieving 
this success. 


No more than anywhere else, is anti-Semitism 
an unfamiliar concept in Latin America. In 
many places it is a part or a symptom of a general 
xenophobia. Elsewhere, it exists as a specific 
phenomenon, after the classic patterns. In some 
countries it has a tradition going back to the 
Inquisition, which came over from Spain as early 
as the first Jewish settlers. Elsewhere, it is merely 
a passing reaction to the swift economic success 
of the Jewish immigrant. There is no racist, and 
hardly any social anti-Semitism to speak of. 
Apart from momentary disturbances, Jews live a 
quiet life in Latin America. The discrimination 
which exists is applied not against those already 
there, but against those who might still wish to 
come. 


In most Latin American countries it was 
Nazism which first brought Jews into the lime- 
light of public attention. In some, the arrival 
of the Hitler refugees cost the long-settled Jew- 
ish immigrants some part of their apparently 
secure acceptance. Yet even though a stereo- 
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typed Jewish image of the peddler and restaura- 
teur, the storekeeper and grocer quickly sprang 
up among the lower class, this was not true of 
the extraordinarily well-read and spiritually alert 
intellectual groups of Latin America, from which 
most of the statesmen, diplomats, and journalists 
derive. For them the Jews were still represented 
in the figures of an Einstein or a Freud, a Maurois 
or a Zweig, a Gershunoff or a Waldo Frank. 
Though they, too, often proved by no means 
friendly to the Jewish immigrant, and voted in 
favor of immigration restrictions, this was be- 
cause they felt nothing in common with the Jew- 
ish immigrant; but their esteem for Jewish genius 
remained unaltered. 


Thus there existed—often enough in a para- 
doxical mixture with an aversion towards the 
Jewish immigrant—a spiritual affinity to that 
Jewish élite which was known among Latin 
American intellectuals (whose standards of cul- 
ture are surprisingly high), not only by name 
but through their works. This sympathy offered 
a healthy basis for the growth of understanding 
for the Jewish liberation movement. I would 
hesitate to describe this understanding as very 
“deep.” It is not a full comprehension of Jewish 
suffering, which lay too far from the experience 
of the Latin American observer, for he had rare- 
ly witnessed it at close hand, least of all in his 
own country. The fate of the six million Jewish 
dead impressed him, at least during the war, as a 
piece of Allied atrocity propaganda. What at- 
tracted him was the just aspiration of a home- 
less people for its homeland. For Jewish home- 
lessness, to the Latin American, is a much more 
“real” notion than to the North American, since 
he looks upon the Jew in his own relatively 
homogeneous country as something of a stranger. 
Latin romanticism and sensibility, for which not 
the facts and figures of North Americans, but 
the imponderables of sentiment exercise a per- 
suasive effect, was fascinated by the Utopian and 
apparently “unreal” quality of the Zionist idea. 
It was precisely in the case of delatinized per- 
sonalities, moulded by foreign education, that 
pro-Zionist activity encountered the greatest 
resistance; and also in the case of coun- 
tries whose governments or outstanding person- 
ages were recruited not from the intellectual 
group but from other sources—for instance, 
from military or business circles. 


A non-Latin can hardly imagine how greatly 
the image of such a moon-struck phantast as 
Don Quixote is esteemed in the Hispanic-speak- 
ing countries. Cervantes’ hero is a concentrated 
symbol of the penchant of the Latin American 
romanticist intellectual for “lost causes.” Thus 
his instinctive sympathy for Zionism was far 
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from implying—nor did it depend on—faith in 
the feasibility of the ideal of the Jewish state. 
Rather did Zionism attract him as one of the 
remote and tenuous ideals, like world peace, so- 
cial justice, and true equality of all races and 
men. The Jewish people, which took up such 
an apparently hopeless fight against the British 
Empire and seven Arab states, seemed beguil- 
ingly similar to poor Don Quixote, storming his 
windmills with a lance on his broken-down nag. 


Tuis was the great psychological advantage 
which the Jewish Agency enjoyed, upon begin- 
ning political activity in Latin America in 1943. 
But it was not this alone which proved decisive. 
Foresighted Zionists began to concern themselves 
with the twenty nations south of the Rio Grande 
before there was any United Nations, at a time 
when neither the British nor the Arabs gave any 
thought to the possibility that a parliament of 
the world might some day have to decide the 
Palestine question. When the problem came be- 
fore the UN for the first time in April 1947, 
the Jews had an advantage of four years of 
political work over their opponents with regard 
to twenty members of the international organi- 
zation. The British and Arabs had to try to 
make up by improvization what the Jewish 
Agency’s Latin American department had sys- 
tematically built up. 


Jewish activities, such as establishing local 
Pro-Palestine Committees to which were attrac- 
ted outstanding Christian statesmen, scientists, 
artists, and writers, had hardly been kept secret. 
In fact, they were accompanied by intensive 
publicity. But Great Britain, believing it held all 
the cards in this game, did not take these efforts 
seriously. The Arab colonies, quite as populous 
in Latin America as the Jewish communities, 
were scarcely called upon for any effort of pol- 
itical organization till the moment of the decisive 
encounter; they were completely neglected by 
the Arab League until the opening of the UN 
General Assembly session in September 1947. 
Thus, the organized Jewry of Latin America 
with its community organizations, Zionist Fede- 
rations, and centers of political guidance, estab- 
lished first in Washington and then in New York, 
stood opposed to a group of quantitatively strong 
and economically powerful Arab colonies, mainly 
composed of Syrians and Lebanese, whose organi- 
zation did not go beyond the stage of social clubs, 
and who were neither trained nor centrally direc- 
ted for political action, and consequently could 
only undertake, sporadically and without plan 
or coordination, occasional polemical campaigns 
against Zionism. 

If not for this fortunate lack of vision on the 
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part of the Arabs, the outcome in Latin America 
might have been quite different. A skillful use 
of Arab strategic positions could have been effec- 
tive against the above-mentioned sentimental 
pro-Zionism of many intellectuals. 


THE Arabs had many advantages as against 
the Jews. Not that they were any more highly 
regarded; but Jewish immigration drew off from 
them the spotlight of popular antipathy. When 
the Syro-Lebanese immigration began, the Near 
East was still under Turkish rule, and thus the 
Arabs in Latin America are called “turcos” to 
this very day. At first the turco, beginning as a 
peddler hawking “casimerés,” or textile goods, 
from door to door, aroused the antagonism of 
the people, who also were inclined to make jokes 
about his bad Spanish. When the ¢urco had risen 
in status and become a nouveau riche, fate saved 
him from the more serious hostility and envy 
of the old settlers by shifting popular attention 
to a new group of immigrant peddlers, this time 
exclusively Jewish. 


The Arab immigrants used this period of grace 
speedily to become inconspicuous, to assimilate. 
This was easy for the Lebanese, who were mainly 
Maronite Christians. The others, mainly Mos- 
lems, did not hesitate much about converting to 
Catholicism in large numbers. Mixed marriage 
with the native population was widespread. Thus 
the Arabs, in contrast to the Jews, infiltrated 
into the old families, merged with them, and 
their children were indistinguishable from other 
Argentinians, Brazilians, Mexicans, etc. Many 
Latin American statesmen, diplomats, journalists, 
senators, and deputies belong to this second Arab 
generation. Gabriel Turbay, the deceased Liberal 
presidential candidate in Colombia, had Arab 
parents, and his cousin, Julio Cesar Turbay, was 
at different times President of the Chamber of 
Deputies and a member of the Colombian UN 
mission. Similar cases are numerous in other 
countries. 


But even from the point of view of sentimen- 
tal values, they had a good deal to work with. To 
be sure, the influence of Sephardic Jews on the 
development of these countries was well-known 
and not to be contested. Many of the earliest 
settlers left Spain to escape the Inquisition. 
The Inquisition itself was in operation in Peru, 
Mexico, and other countries. Students derive 


some of the outstanding family names of Chile, 
Brazil, Venezuela, and Mexico from Sephardic 
Jews. But this attributed relationship is known 
to few of the present-day bearers of those names, 
and fewer still accept the hypothesis, so that 
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there is many an active anti-Semite in Latin 
America who remains undisturbed by his reput- 
edly Sephardic name. The traces of Marranoism 
have disappeared, and few are the descendants 
of Sephardic Jews who care to seek their origins. 
On the other hand, the Moorish influence on 
mediaeval Spain has been accepted almost official- 
ly as a factor in the ethnic, linguistic, and 
folk-loristic tradition. Most Spanish songs bear 
an unmistakable resemblance to the chants of 
the muezzin, and clear-cut Arab types and 
names are no rarity. Reference to this historic 
bond would have been a persuasive argument. 
But this idea occurred to Arab propagandists 
belatedly. In those few countries where the Arab 
campaign succeeded, such as Chile, Mexico, and 
Cuba, it was not their arguments, but their 
political and economic strength, which Jews 
could not match, that proved decisive. 


Tue Latin American vote decided the issue 
of Palestine in the UN General Assembly in 
1947. Even more considerable is the proportion 
of Latin American countries among the indi- 
dual recognitions of Israel since May 14. This 
historic contribution was achieved with meager 
means and great industry, thanks to a sympa- 
thetic understanding of the psychology of these 
nations, and the opportune and systematic fos- 
tering of a reserve of good will, which stood us 
in good stead at the crucial moment. 


In the course of the competition for Latin 
American votes, a notable coolness set in between 
the local Jewish and Arab colonies, which had 
hitherto been either friendly or indifferent to 
each other. In many countries, Arabs resorted 
to a campaign of vulgar anti-Semitism, in which 
religious elements were particularly emphasized. 
Bombings of Jewish institutions in Chile and Ar- 
gentina probably derive from this antagonism. 


It is easy to fall into the practice of treating 
Latin America as a mildly humorous topic. Its 
unstable democracy, its revolutions, and social 
agitation are material for many anecdotes and 
scenarios. This is not the place to argue for a 
better understanding of the real problems of 
South and Central America. But the mockers 
and scoffers might consider this fact: at a time 
when Western Europe, the cradle of modern civi- 
lization, unconditionally subordinates its Pales- 
tine policy with a cowardly and sycophantic 
submissiveness to the wish of Mr. Bevin, the 
“backward” peoples of Latin America have set 
an example of forthright and consistent adher- 
ence to the principles of justice. 





— 
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the Holy Places? 


by Joseph Kruk 


R FOUR successive weeks Jerusalem was 
fired upon by mortars and cannon by day 
and by night, and we saw, with our own eyes, 
the holy places being shelled. From this we 
learned a historic lesson concerning the attitude 
of the outside world toward the sacred sites. 


At a press conference a few weeks ago, when 
bombs were falling on all sides, a newspaperman 
from abroad asked: ‘What point is there in our 
staying in Jerusalem, while we are unable to 
send letters or telegrams to our editors?” In re- 
ply to this I remarked that the international 
press was enjoying an incomparable lesson in 
modern political hypocrisy and that in no other 
place in the world was this as strikingly illus- 
trated as in Jerusalem in those days. 


The young State of Israel, and Israel, among 
the oldest of the nations, have a stake in this 
vital question of the “holy places” in Jerusalem; 
it would be extremely dangerous if this question 
were to be treated with anything less than the 
greatest seriousness. 


After our experiences in Jerusalem during the 
months of May and June we discovered a new 
nuance in this problem. The situation is differ- 
ent todav from what it was during the first 
World War. In the early days.of August, 1914, 
when the information concerning the attack on 
Louvain and the defacing of works of art by the 
Germans was first received, the great humanist 
Romain Rolland wrote a celebrated open letter 
to Gerhart Hauptmann, the German, whom he 
asked: “Are you the descendants of Goethe or 
of Attila?” 


The greatest German writer of the day replied: 
“War is war” and “only the weak complain,” 
and that “for Germany, going through Belgium 
was a matter of life and death.” This was the 
opinion of the German General Staff and “‘even 
of the Kaiser.” The German General Staff was 
the supreme authority for Hauptmann then, 
just as the “Fuehrer” was the supreme authority 
for him after 1933. This literary polemic be- 
tween Rolland and Hauptmann was character- 
istic of the first world war. 








THE AUTHOR wrote the above account of the 
fate of the holy places in Jerusalem in the month 
of July, during the first Palestine truce. 


IN THE second World War all this was chang- 
ed. Again the “Christian” Germans made no at- 
tempt to hide the fact that they were ready to 
carry out a general massacre and crimes on a 
world-wide scale. This was made clear at War- 
saw, when the Nazi airmen dropped great quan- 
tities of bombs, with a peculiar and insensate 
fury, on the Jewish quarter on the Day of 
Atonement in 1939, and made a special effort 
to aim at the synagogue and at the Jews praying 
in it. Afterwards, they described with special 
pleasure the way Jews, dressed in praying shawls 
and old-fashioned robes, ran through the streets 
of the city seeking shelter and were picked off 
by the Nazi bombers. 

However, one might have assumed at the time 
that this attitude would only prevail with re- 
gard to the Jewish religion. Only a short time 
passed and we were shown what their attitude 
to the “holy places” of the Christian religion 
was. When the murderous fire directed at War- 
saw from planes and cannons had ceased, they 
began the destruction of the Christian churches. 

I myself was an eye-witness to their setting 
fire to the Protestant (“German”) church near 
the Saxon Garden. Among other targets, the 
German-Christian bombs burned the famous 
and historic “Palace of Kings” and the great 
Gothic cathedral. All of Warsaw went up in 
flames, and the fury of the crowds over the 
burnings and massacres was boundless. 

A certain Ordon, a Christian Polish officer, a 
member of the Polish General Staff who fought 
in the defense of Warsaw, wrote the following: 
“In revenge for the ‘Palace of Kings’ alone and 
the Gothic cathedral we should destroy hundreds 
of German castles and churches! We must do 
this. But who will do it? Will our airmen be 
able to bombard the cathedral at Cologne, the 
Frauenkirchen at Munich, or at least the cathed- 
ral at Berlin?” And the Polish officer was bitter 
at the fact that” no Polish airman has succeeded 
in doing this to this day,” and “this is the root 
of our weakness.” ‘The German airman scoffs 
at the English placards promising retribution.” 
Whoever was in Warsaw at that time knows 
that this was not merely the feeling of a single 
officer, but rather of the entire population of 
millions. 


From August 1914 to May and June 1948 
the development has gone even farther. For in 
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Jerusalem the British guns in the hands of Arabs, 
directed by the British General Glubb Pasha and 
by his commander in Jerusalem, the “Christian” 
Brigadier Lash, of the British Arab Legion, did 
not avoid shooting at the holy places wherever 
they were. “Piety” was not allowed to interfere 
with efforts to terrorize the Jews by indiscrimi- 
nate fire. 


We have a long list of the churches destroyed 
by them in Jerusalem. “Devout” as they were, 
no scruples stopped them. This development 
gave us the opportunity of seeing how, for ex- 
ample, the Arab Legion bombed the large Church 
of the Ethiopians. Eighty shells (and this can- 
not be an accident merely) destroyed the church 
completely, the holy images and the crosses. The 
Ethiopian consul led the newspapermen—both 
of Palestine and abroad—to the scene of the out- 
rage. When the consul referred this matter to 
the command of the Arab Legion, he was prom- 
ised that this would not continue. But the Eng- 
lish-Arab bombs continued to fall on the sacred 
place. And this was a church that belonged to 
a country which did not vote for Israel at 
Lake Success! 


The consul thanked the Haganah for the food- 
rations which were given to the thirty-seven 
Ethiopian priests and nuns, and also for the fact 
that members of the Haganah risked their lives 
in moving twenty-eight priests, in the midst of 
the shelling, to the building known as “Terra 
Sancta” (not far from the building of the Jewish 
Agency) in what is now the Jewish sector of the 
city; in this part of the city the priests feel safer. 


Another picture: during the shelling of June 
15th a two-hour truce was arranged for the ex- 
change of prisoners. At twelve noon a group of 
newspapermen were taken to the Old City un- 
der the supervision of the Red Cross with its 
white flag. We climbed over the ruins in the 
streets until we reached the New Gate leading 
to the Old City. As we stood on the mounds of 
rubble we saw that Notre Dame had been en- 
tirely destroyed. This was the Catholic church 
that the English had handed over to the Arabs 
so that they could shell the Jews from there. 
After Jews took it, the Arab Legion fired in 
the direction of Notre Dame and destroyed it. 
The Haganah, for its part, only destroyed the 
New Gate, so that the Arabs would not be able 
to shoot from behind it. Opposite, at a distance 
of several paces from it, in the large civilian 
building (“The Hospice of Notre Dame’’) close 
by, were the men of the Haganah. If you look 
through the gate into the Old City you can see 
the church of the Latin Patriarch a few paces 
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away; above the tower floats the banner of the 
Patriarch. 


It is clear that, with the slightest effort, the 
Jews could have destroyed the holy place here. 
As we stood there, however, we felt that only 
then, with the Haganah close by, was the church 
and its flag really safe. 


However, all this does not stop the “pious” 
from talking at length about “the Jewish men- 
ace.” And Bevin has no sense of shame when he 
retails lies about the Jews having begun the at- 
tack on the Old City. Scores of correspondents 
from abroad and consuls as well can bear witness 
to the fact that the precise opposite of this is true, 
and that the Jews exerted themselves in every 
way, until the last possible moment, to avoid 
firing on the Old City (for they were well aware 
of the hypocritical furore likely to arise as a re- 
sult of the “piety” of those who were only too 
anxious to claim that Israel would be a source 
of great danger to the world); but the lie has 
wings and it can travel quickly around the 
world... 


Despite all this lying and hypocrisy, we must 
not fail to be aware of the danger which may 
threaten us as a result of all this... When the 
commander of the Jewish army in Jerusalem 
was asked whether the Haganah intended to de- 
stroy Christian churches in retribution for the 
destruction of the synagogues, he replied: ‘No, 
certainly not! . . . There were cases of Arabs 
murdering Jewish prisoners. But we shall not 
imitate them in this either... We are a civilized 
people.” 


This is indeed one of the obligations of civil- 
ization, as well as a requirement of a far-seeing 
policy and the political wisdom of a young state 
and of an ancient people. 


Five hundred sacred scrolls were burned or 
destroyed in the Old-City. As I stood close by 
the New Gate on Sunday, June 7th, and listened 
to the sound of the bells tolling in the church 
of the Latin Patriarchate, I said to myself: ‘“‘Per- 
haps at this very moment, far away in London, 
Mr. Bevin is holding forth on the need of de- 
fending the Bible.” ... 


They call Jerusalem the “City of Peace.” But, 
in actuality, despite all the imperialistic traffick- 
ers in oil and despite all the hypocritical traders 
in religion, the only ones to defend the peace of 
Jerusalem and its civilization—are the Jews. 
This was clearly proved during the months of 
May and June, 1948. And this fact will be 
carved in history forever. 
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Israel's Provisional Government 
by Shimshon Oxman 


HE NOVEMBER 29 resolution of the UN., 

providing for the partition of Palestine, en- 
visaged the early establishment of provisional 
councils of government for both the Jewish and 
Arab states. Chapter B paragraph 4 of that re- 
solution orders the Commission appointed by the 
General Assembly to consult with the “demo- 
cratic parties and other public organizations” of 
the Arab and Jewish states in order to “select 
and establish in each state as rapidly as possible 
a provisional council of government.” Another 
paragraph in the same chapter authorizes each 
provisional council (or either of them) to pro- 
ceed with the establishment of administrative 
organs of government, central and local. The 
provisional council is also qualified to hold gen- 
eral elections to a constituent assembly, not later 
than two months after the withdrawal of the 
British troops. It was this elected constituent 
assembly which was empowered, according to 
the November 29 resolution, to choose a pro- 
visional government to succeed the provisional 
council, 

This last provision had to be ignored by the 
State of Israel. A provisional government had to 
start functioning the moment the Mandate was 
terminated. The UN Commission which was 
to supervise the establishment and transforma- 
tion of authorities during the transitional period 
was powerless. It was finally abolished by the 
Special Session of the General Assembly, on May 
14, 1948. 

It is a very significant coincidence that this 
same day of May 14, 1948 marks the proclama- 
tion of the Provisional Government of Israel. 
The absence of any election at that time can 
hardly be held against Israel as a violation of the 
UN resolution of November 29. The country 
was under attack by foreign invaders. Essential 
services of the outgoing administration had been 
suspended long before the Mandate was given up. 
It would have been fantastic to try to comply 
with the provision calling for elections in such 
circumstances. Thus, the provisional council, 
composed of the required democratic parties and 
other public organizations, elected a Provisional 
Government, representing all political factions 
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in the country, excluding the extreme right and 
the extreme left. 


THOUGH the present Provisional Government 
of Israel is a newly created body, based on the 
formal decree of a United Nation Assembly, a 
Jewish shadow government had existed in Pales- 
tine for many years before. The significance 
of that “shadow government” became fully ap- 
parent when the complete responsibility of ruling 
the State of Israel fell on the shoulders of the 
thirteen man Cabinet on May 14. Various com- 
mittees of inquiry had indicated in their reports 
the interesting phenomenon of a Jewish non- 
territorial state within a state. The Anglo- 
American Committee pointed out in its report 
that that “shadow government” had its “own 
executive and legislative organs, parallel in many 
respects to the Mandatory Administration.” In 
our survey of the activities of the various Minis- 
tries of the Israeli Provisional Government, the 
impact of the past experience on the present 
machinery of the Government of Israel will be 
clearly recognized. 

A distinction should be made between two 
categories of activities which were undertaken 
by the Provisional Government: those formerly 
exercised by either the Jewish Agency or the 
Vaad Leumi, and those newly assumed with the 
attainment of statehood and independence. Con- 
tinuity and expansion are the prevailing processes 
in the former category, while new experiments 
on a much larger scale, characterize the latter. 


Wuart are the functions of the various min- 
istries, and how are they constituted? 

The Cabinet has seventeen departments, so 
that some of the thirteen Ministers hold two 
portfolios. The Prime Minister, David Ben- 
Gurion, is thus also the Minister of Defense, 
while Mr. Moshe Shapira is the Minister of Im- 
migration as well as the Minister of Health. The 
reason why the Prime Minister is also the Minister 
of Defense is quite obvious. The man who heads 
the government should personify the total dedi- 
cation of the people to the war effort. A similar 
practice was adopted in several belligerent coun- 
tries during the last war. There is, of course, a 
clear separation between the Ministry of Defense 
and the Prime Minister’s Office. The Prime Min- 
ister’s Chief Secretary is head of the General Sec- 
retariat of the Government. He serves as the 
channel between the various ministries and the 
Prime Minister. Among his numerous functions 
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are publishing the Official Gazette, keeping the 
State records, and registering all Civil Service 
appointments. 

The Ministry of Defense and the General Staff 
are two perfectly distinct organizations. The 
Minister has three deputies: one for manpower 
and recruiting, one for war material, and one 
for auxiliary army services. Liaison is maintained 
between the Minister and his deputies on one 
hand and the General Staff on the other through 
the Chief of Staff, Yaakov Dori. There is no 
Commander-in-Chief in the Israeli Army. The 
Minister of Defense is in charge of all the security 
services: the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, 
and the other auxiliary services. A public ad- 
visory body, without executive power, surveys 
the Ministry’s policy and keeps the Minister in 
touch with public opinion. 

The vigor and the efficiency of this Ministry 
can be measured by the achievement of the Is- 
raeli Army on the battlefield. It is, however, 
worth recalling that though a nucleus of the 
present Ministry of Defense was founded and 
cherished within the Haganah, the tremendous 
drive toward establishing the new machinery has 
been to a large extent the idée fixe of David 
Ben-Gurion himself. There is no need to ela- 
borate on this individual contribution to the 
survival of Israel. When we examine the work 
of some of the other ministries we shall find a 
similar phenomenon. This is no doubt of this in 
the case of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Tuis Ministry, headed by Moshe Shertok, has 
been in many respects an expansion of the former 
Political Department of the Jewish Agency. The 
terminology, the scale of work, and, of course, 
some of the issues have changed. During the 
first few weeks the Ministry had neither political 
archives nor the simplest works of reference at 
their disposal. Diplomatic correspondence has 
been conducted as yet only in English and French. 
A beginning is now being made in establishing 
Hebrew equivalents for the technical terms of 
international diplomatic usage. 

Various Israeli representatives have been ap- 
pointed. The special representative to this coun- 
try is Mr. Eliahu Eylat (formerly Epstein.) Mrs. 
Golda Meyerson was named ambassador to Mos- 
cow. Acting in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Immigration, the Foreign Office gave author- 
ity to provisional appointees in New York, War- 
saw, Prague, Munich, Rome, Paris, Bucharest, 
Brussels, Stockholm, and London to issue visas 
for Israel. 

Immediately after the establishment of the 
State, Mr. Aubrey Eban was appointed to repre- 
sent Israel at the United Nations. His part in 
the political struggle of Israel has probably been 
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most familiar to the American public. He has 
conducted the fight in Lake Success with state- 
manship and skill, and if Israel has gained prestige 
and respect at this end of its struggle, it is due 
to a great extent to the work of Mr. Eban and 
his able young assistants. 

This power to face the statesmen of the world 
as Jewish diplomats is a relatively new challenge 
in our history. The experience of Israel in re- 
claiming the land and in creating new social 
forms has crystallized the type of the khalutz, 
the pioneer, whose integrity has rested in a cer- 
tain indifference to the outside world, and dedi- 
cation of all one’s physical and spiritual energy 
to the inner problems of the survival of the Jew- 
ish people. The pioneer’s attitude has been char- 
acterized by his inner freedom from many of the 
complexes in relation to the non-Jewish world 
which affect the average Jew who lives among 
Gentiles in the Diaspora. Now that the conduct 
of Zionist policy is preeminently the affair of the 
Israeli government, the problem of training a 
cadre of men capable of handling this enormous 
task is a very vital one. The present need is for 
diplomats well rooted in the soil and the culture 
of Israel, and yet fully aware of the demands of 
restrain and moderation, as well as vigor and 
courage, required in facing the outside world. 


THE Ministry of Finance, headed by Eliezer 
Kaplan, unlike the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
had only partial experience prior to May 15 in 
the kind of work it is doing today. Its achieve- 
ments—and they are extraordinary—as well as 
its failures have to be analyzed in the light of 
that fact. On May 15, 1948 the Ministry took 
over all the financial functions of the Palestine 
Government without any gap in time or hitch in 


_action. This change-over was effected by a skel- 


eton staff only, since the greater number of 
Treasury officials were cut off in Jerusalem. As a 
result of preparation beforehand, income tax, 
customs, and excise duties were collected with- 
out interruption, and money flowed through the 
local sub-accountancies to figure on the books 
of the Accountant General. Income tax, cus- 
toms, and excise, land dues, postal revenues—all 
the major and the minor sources of the State’s 
revenue—produced $1,200,000 in the first two 
weeks after May 15, and in the middle of June 
passed the $3,600,000 mark. It is to be recalled 
that in normal times the total revenue of the 
former administration for all the country, in- 
cluding all money from Arab sources, was in the 
neighborhood of $8,000,000 monthly. 

Since the beginning of July all considerations 
involving the Government’s budget have been 
placed before the State Council for vote. The 
Provisional Council of the Government decided 
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long before the proclamation of the State to 
launch a National Loan in order to raise the 
necessary funds for the national security. The 
$20,000,000 of bonds were sold in less than two 
months, a fact which indicates the spirit and the 
confidence of the people of Israel. 

The Department of Economic Planning in the 
Ministry of Finance prepares and executes in col- 
laboration with the Ministry of Commerce what 
may be called the economic budget, as distinct 
from the financial budget. Its operations in- 
clude: the control of foreign exchange, banking, 
insurance and investments; statistics of national 
income. The primary necessity of foreign ex- 
change control has been to ensure that the for- 
eign currency at the disposal of the State should 
be used for vital supplies only. Such control was 
necessary in order to overcome major obstacles 
to the rational development of the country’s 
economy created by the policy and actions of 
the Mandatory Government, but it has not al- 
ways proved as effective as was hoped. A new 
currency has been issued and it has already been 
put into circulation. An effort is being made 
to reverse the policy of the British, which was 
to hamper the import of raw material and en- 
courage the import of finished products. But 
there seem to be many difficulties in controlling 
prices and in organizing an efficient machinery 
of rationing. If there is anything which causes 
concern to the Ministry of Finance, as well as to 
the Ministry of Commerce, directly in charge of 
these matters, it is the failure to apply a working 
system of price control. 

Exports have been hit by transport difficulties, 
internal and external, as well as by the dislocation 
of resources and manpower owing to the war 
effort and the draft. The Ministry of Commerce, 
under Fritz Bernstein, is negotiating commercial 
agreements abroad, and great efforts are being 
made to increase the production of export goods 
in order to restore the necessary negative balance 
of payments. From May 15 to the end of June 
the Ministry of Commerce issued licenses for im- 
port goods worth about $7,200,000. These licen- 
ses were issued roughly in the following propor- 
tions (values, not quantity): 30% for the fod- 
der, 8% for raw materials, 62% for manufac- 
tured goods. Under this last category were such 
important items as machinery and machine-tools, 
spare parts, textile yarns, chemicals, and paper. 
Under the supervision of this Ministry, work has 
been renewed at the Consolidated Refineries in 
Haifa; but it appears that the fuel shortage of 
Israel is still a serious problem. 

A different sort of shortage has faced the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, now headed by Aharon 
Zisling. This has been mainly the manpower 
shortage. Organizing the Ministry of Agricul- 
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ture was an exceptionally complex task because 
of the quantity and variety of institutions al- 
ready connected with agriculture. Upon the 
outbreak of war, the agricultural settlements 
once more sent their men and women into the 
Army. It is estimated that in spite of the result- 
ing labor shortage the Israeli farmers will produce 
next year 80% of the liquid milk that the popu- 
lation needs, 29% of the butter, 83% of the eggs, 
70% of the vegetables, 80% of the potatoes, 
24% of the grain, and 25% of the fish. 

These brief statistics can hardly illustrate the 
Passionate conviction of the Israeli farmers that, 
with the help of a devoted administration, they 
will be able to outstrip all their own previous 
achievevements in reclaiming and fructifying the 
4ard-won soil of Israel. 


THE Israeli Ministry of Justice, led by Felix 
Rosenblueth, has no predecessor in the former 
Palestine Government. The Ministry deals with 
all the administrative legal matters that were 
formerly in the hands of the Chief Justice, the 
Attorney General, and other legal officers.. It is 
clear that this Ministry could not be created 
overnight; but the courts and the judiciary, 
which had an independent existence, continued 
to function after the end of the Mandate. Or- 
dinary civil and criminal cases were adjudicated 
without interruption by courts in areas under 
Israeli hands, including Jerusalem. A gap in the 
judicial system existed in view of the former re- 
liance of the Palestine Courts on the British 
Privy Council as the highest court of appeal. On 
July 22, the Government Council approved the 
appointment of the new Supreme Court, while 
reserving the right to reconsider its constitution. 
The first concern of the Supreme Court (sitting, 
significantly, in Jerusalem), is to tackle the cases 
pending since last December. Several new Dis- 
trict Court judges have also been appointed. 
These appointments are made by the Minister in 
consultation with a committee, composed of two 
members of the Ministry of Justice, two repre- 
sentatives of the Bar, and a judge. No Arab 
judges or magistrates are at present officiating in 
Israel. A civil court resumed functioning in Jaffa 
on July 25, with a Jewish magistrate on the 
bench. 

The following departments are now function- 
ing within this Ministry: 1) Attorney-General, 
2) The Drafting Department, 3) The Govern- 
ment Prosecutor’s Department, 4) Land Regis- 
tration. Five aditional departments are being 
organized for other functions. 

Under Law I of May 21, 1948, the Ministers 
of Defense, Finance, Commerce and Industry, 
Agriculture, and Communications and Public 
Works were authorized to issue emergency laws 
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valid for these months. The ordinary procedure 
for a Minister who proposes a law is to submit it 
to the Drafting Department of the Ministry of 
Justice, which drafts the bill in due form and 
transmits it to a standing committee of the 
Council. A Legislative Committee accepts or 
amends the proposed law, which only then comes 
before the Council itself. This is, of course, a 
provisional procedure which may be changed by 
the Constitution. 

Lhe official language of the courts is Hebrew. 
Arabic will enjoy equal rights in practice, when 
necessary. The Official Gazette is published in 
Arabic as well as Hebrew. As stated in the Or- 
dinance of May 14, 1948, laws in force at that 
date remain valid as long as they are not changed 
by the Government. The present legal system 
has three main elements: 1) Statute Law of 
Palestine enacted since 1919. 2) Ottoman Law in 
force in 1919. (Some remnants of this remain in 
force unaltered.) 3) English Common Law and 
Equity, applied if and where no other relevant 
law existed. In matters of personal status—mar- 
riage and divorce, wills and successions,—reli- 
gious law applies and religious courts have juris- 
diction. 

The possible role of rabbinical law in a Jewish 
State is now under study by a special institute. 
Research is being prosecuted in order to deter- 
mine how far Jewish law can be incorporated 
into a new civil code. This may result in an 
important contribution to the formation of the 
Israeli legal system. 


THE functions of the Ministry of the Interior 
headed by Yitzkhak Gruenbaum, are mainly 
concerned with organizing local and regional 
administration, supervising municipalities, and 
serving as an intermediary between the Israeli 
citizen and his government. The Board of Edu- 
cation for the time being is under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Minister of the Interior, though it 
maintains full autonomy in its affairs. The radio 
station of Israel, Kol Israel, is under the super- 
vision of this Ministry and so is the office of cen- 
sorship. The Police, on the other hand is a sep- 
arate department, headed by Minister Behor 
Shitreet. 

The Jewish police units that existed in the 
area of Palestine under Jewish control on May 
14, 1948 were established as the Israeli Police 
Force. Criminal records were in complete dis- 
order, police stations were found stripped of 
equipment, political records burned. There were 
only about 700 men in uniform, and it was neces- 
sary to start building up a new force, practically 
from scratch. All the departments had to be re- 
organized. The training section will in the near 
future send selected officers abroad to study 
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modern police methods. Qualified officers have 
been assigned to advise on matters relating to the 
Arabs. Women are also being trained to release 
men from the wireless and traffic departments, 
the quartermaster’s and the pay office and the 
like. A radical reform of the conditions of service 
is planned—better pay and quarters, social ser- 
vices, tax relief, cooperative restaurants, etc., but 
most of these measures can only be materialized 
in the future. In the meantime, the Israeli Police, 
at less than half strength, has to deal with the 
same kind of crime wave as has afflicted the 
post-war world everywhere, and to handle it 
among all the difficulties of wartime. It is worth 
noting that crimes of violence are some 30% of 
the number a year ago in towns, and 50% fewer 
in rural areas. These figures should, of course, not 
be taken as an accurate measure of change, in 
view of the mass flight of the Arab population 
from the Israeli-held territory. 

The Arabs remaining are estimated at some 
40 to 50 thousand altogether. For their welfare 
and for the welfare of the other minorities that 
live within the boundaries of Israel, a special 
Ministry was set up. The minorities in Israel in- 
clude, apart from the Christian and Moslem 
Arabs, a number of Christian communities 
(Greeks and Armenians, a few Assyrians and 
Persians) and the tiny Druze population. The 
various departments of the Government deal 
with these minorities in matters under their juris- 
diction, on the principle that the Arab, the 
Druze, or the Armenian are equal citizens en- 
titled to the same rights and subject to the same 
obligations as a Jewish citizen of Israel. (The 
main difference is in regard to military conscrip- 
tion, from which the non-Jews are exempt for 
the time being, for obvious political reasons.) 
The Ministry of Minorities is concerned with the 
advancement of the national minorities in the 
fields of education, social security, and the or- 
ganization of labor. In various Arab cities schools 
have been opened, workers’ clubs were estab- 
lished, and cooperatives were encouraged. A 
small police force was established in Nazareth, 
Jaffa, and other towns taken from the Arabs, 
and in due course this force may serve as a nuc- 
leus for the future Arab Police within Israel. 
Arab workers employed by the Ministry of Com- 
munications, in Jaffa harbor, for instance, receive 
the same pay as the Jewish workers there. It is 
the intention of the Ministry that in the future 
Arab and Jewish employees should receive equal 
pay. 

In addition to supervising the three main ports 
in Palestine, Haifa, Tel Aviv, and Jaffa, the Min- 
istry of Communications, under the leadership 
of David Remez, takes care of several other 
functions. The postal system of Israel is in its 
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jurisdiction as well as all telephone and telegraph 
communications. There was no act of nationali- 
zation to place these services in the hands of the 
Government. The telephone, the telegraph, and 
the railway systems during the Mandate were 
the property of the Palestine government, and 
by the natural succession they are now owned by 
the government of Israel. The Israeli commercial 
airline, which is still only a modest beginning, is 
also controlled by this Ministry. An Israeli Mer- 
chant Navy has been established. Some of its 
ships are the former so-called “illegal” immigrant 
ships. Privately and semi-publicly owned com- 
panies have agreed to pool all their shipping space 
for the duration of the present emergency. The 
railroads are one of the most difficult problems 
of the Ministry. The system had been strained 
to the utmost in recent years. The Ministry has 
concentrated on getting freight trains running 
again, in order to reduce the heavy consumption 
of gasoline fuel for freight transport by road. 
The conquest of Lydda station during the ten 
days’ fighting between the two truces brought 
into Israeli hands many engines and freight cars. 
The Ministry of Communications also acts as the 
Army’s channel for requisitioning vehicles for 
troop transport. The system is working well, 
but the civilian population inevitably suffers. 
The civilian population is also directly affected 
by certain powers given to the Ministry of Labor 
and Public Works under Mordecai Bentov. This 
Ministry sees to Army housing, whenever pre- 
mises are needed for the various Army offices and 
services. 

Public Works, Survey, and Town Planning are 
the main departments of the Ministry of Labor 
and Public Works. Up to now the Town Plan- 
ning Department has not been able to proceed 
beyond the stage of initial discussion and organi- 
zation. A Directorate of Labor was founded by 
Council legislation, empowering its director to 
register for essential work all men between 15 
and 55, and all women between 16 and 50 who 
are not called up for military or auxiliary ser- 
vices. If and when they are mobilized, their labor 
is directed in the first place toward the produc- 
tion of supplies for the Army. A Manpower 
Council was set up, composed of representatives 
of industry, agriculture, and labor. Transfer of 
workers from non-essential to essential industries 
and agriculture is taking place on a large scale. 
Dislocation is minimized and housing problems 
avoided as far as possible by directing people to 
new jobs in the areas where they live at present. 
Another source for alleviating the manpower 
shortage are the new immigrants. 

Immigration to Israel is now under full Jew- 
ish control. This is perhaps the most fundamen- 
tal change caused by Jewish statehood. It was 
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above all for the sake of opening the country 
for free imigration that the need for a 
Jewish State became so inescapably clear to the 
Jewish people. In the first three months since 
the State was proclaimed, more than 30,000 Jew- 
ish immigrants entered Israel, and since the be- 
ginning of 1948 about 50,000. The Ministry of 
Imigration, headed by Moshe Shapira, is similar 
in composition to the Immigration Depart- 
ment of the Jewish Agency. Certain functions 
which have arisen through the establishment of 
the State are now undertaken by this Ministry. 
Visas, for instance, have been issued since the end 
of May by a score of passport officers abroad. 
The issuance of passports had to be deferred for 
some time, until an Israeli citizenship law and 
passport ordinance will have been promulgated 
by the Constituent Assembly. 

It is hoped to maintain and even speed up the 
present rate of immigration, that is to say, be- 
tween 100,000 to 150,000 a year. There are eight 
reception camps functioning at present, capable 
of housing 20,000 people at a time. Immigrants 
spend some two weeks in the camps. This one 
part alone of the Ministry’s functions costs 
roughly $400,000 a month: 


THE set-up and work of the other depart- 
ments of the Government is only in its early 
stages. These are the Ministries of Health and 
Welfare, Religion, and War Victims. Many prob- 
lems, especially in regard to the activities of the 
Health Ministry, are still unsolved. Study still 
must be conducted on issues like the future re- 
lationship of the Histadrut’s Sick Fund with the 
Government health services, social security, pen- 
sions, etc. and the constitution of the Labor or- 
ganizations in the new pattern of relationships. 

The Draft Constitution now being prepared 
by a special committee will most likely define the 
boundaries, the rules, and the authority of the 
various Ministries. Whatever the Draft Consti- 
tution may lack, future legislation will no doubt 
supplement. 

There is something inherently promising in 
the very magnitude of the tasks facing the Gov- 
ernment of Israel. It is not essentially better than 
any other democratic government, but it has the 
unique spirit of an old people taking up again 
its political life after two thousand years of ex- 
territorial existence. It has to rule a people 
estranged, as a communal entity, from the fun- 
damental habits involved in being ruled by a 
government of its own. And apart from this it 
has to double the population of Israel in a short 
period by the absorption of Jewish immigrants 
from all over the world. So unique an agenda 
must certainly stimulate unusual effort and lead 
to unforseen results. 
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The Irgun and the Stern Group 


by Shlomo Grodzensky 


MONG THE WORDS used to describe the 
Irgun Tzvai Leumi and the Stern group, 
two are particularly frequent: their admirers 
call them “heroes,” and their opponents call 
them “madmen.” The two names evoke opposed 
emotions, though madness, too, has for some peo- 
ple an infectious fascination; but both names in 
common are proof that the “dissident” groups 
are thought of in all quarters in terms of a “po- 
etic” or “psychological” understanding. Both 
those who call them “heroes” and those who call 
them “madmen” regard them as men impelled 
by profound, spontaneous impulses of which we 
ordinary people are incapable, and which we 
may even be incapable of comprehending. 

No one can deny that both descriptions, both 
“heroism” and “madness,” denote part of the 
truth; but it is not the whole truth. The terror- 
ism in Palestine was not the result of a sudden 
impulse toward “heroism” or “madness” on the 
part of impassioned individuals. It sprang from 
a movement and an idea, with a history and 
“philosophy” of its own, with its own political 
system. After the murder of Count Bernadotte, 
it is certainly desirable to renew our acquaintance 
with the character of that movement. Let us 
devote some attention neither to the “heroism” 
nor the “madness” of the terrorist movement, 
but to its substantial content, as this is reflected 
in the first sources, in the literature of the move- 
ment itself. 


THE Irgun Tzvai Leumi and the Stern group 
(officially called the Fighters for the Freedom 
of Israel) are outgrowths of the Revisionist 
movement. In the early 30’s, groups within the 
Revisionist Party began to organize in opposi- 
tion to the “moderate” tactics of their parent- 
body. They bore a variety of names—Brit Ha- 
biryonim (The Society of Zealots is an approxi- 
mate translation), Zionist Revolutionaries, Ac- 
tivists. The late Revisionist leader, Vladimir 
Jabotinsky himself, although he maintained a 
position above the internal quarrels in his Party, 
encouraged these elements. “I take off my hat 
to my friend and teacher, Abba Akhimeir!” he 
wrote concerning the journalist who was one 
of the chief spokesmen of the Zionist Revolu- 
tionaries. While “moderate” Revisionists, under 
the leadership of Meyer Grossman, in the early 
30’s demanded the expulsion of the “extremists” 
from the party, Jabotinsky extended his pro- 
tection to them. 


What caused these people to be dissatisfied 
with their party? First of all, it was their opin- 
ion that in our times the political party was be- 
coming no more than a vestigial product of a 
moribund liberalism. The future, they held, be- 
longs to a new type of military-conspiratorial 
organization. Old-style Revisionists fought “‘of- 
ficial” Zionism, to be sure, they called for a 
Jewish State as an immediate demand, they op- 
posed Weizmann and ‘“Weizmannism”—but 
their whole mentality was one of bourgeois re- 
spectability. They imagined that the Jewish 
State could be won by speeches, proclamations, 
and electoral contests. At bottom, they were 
not much different from the “Old” Zionists. 

In 1934, in connection with the murder of 
the Labor Zionist leader, Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff, 
a group of Zionist Revolutionaries were arrested 
and arraigned before a British court. Among 
the documents submitted in court was a sort 
of program of that group, which formulates the 
aims of the Zionist Revolutionaries as follows: 
“A national dictatorship, withdrawal from the 
Zionist Organization, a fight against Zionist fund 
collections, creation of a Jewish State in blood 
and fire.” But there are, of course, several kinds 
of dictatorship; which kind did the Zionist 
Revolutionaries have in mind? This question is 
answered most clearly: “Mussolini is the man 
who rescued mankind from Communism. We 
are pioneers of the fight against Socialism, Marx-- 
ism, and Communism—for ten years we have 
been in search of a Jewish Mussolini.” 


In one of the documents submitted to the 
court, a leading figure among the Zionist Revo- 
lutionaries wrote: “In my latest lecture to Betar 
(Brit Trumpeldor, the Revisionist Youth Or- 
ganization), I asked: What is the true yardstick 
by which to measure historic events? One of 
them gave this answer: The amount of blood- 
shed. I said: That is the answer of a Betari!” 


The main aim of the movement was the es- 
tablishment of the Jewish State. But the most 
urgent immediate activity was to combat the 
“internal foe,” the antagonist among Jews. In 
a Revisionist leaflet of those days, entitled ““To- 
ward a Third Destruction” (to match the ear- 
lier Destructions of the Temple in Jerusalem), 
we find: ‘Disaster comes from within, not from 
the outside. Hence, our struggle must be di- 
rected primarily against the internal foe.” 

Even then, before the rise of the Irgun Tzvai 
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Leumi and the Stern group, the Zionist Revolu- 
tionaries resorted to acts of terrorism and “ex- 
propriation,” particularly bank robberies. When 
one of their members was captured in an 
attempted robbery of the Tel Aviv Workers’ 
bank, the Revisionist Party announced that the 
bank-robber was being expelled from the Party. 
The Zionist Revolutionaries replied with the fol- 
lowing statement: “In Tel Aviv, a young fighter 
for the freedom of the nation attempted to ex- 
propriate a sum of money from an official of 
the bank of the Socialist traitors, in order to 
prevent the money from falling into the hands 
of the Moscow Reds. The young man fell into 
the hands of the police. What did the Revision- 
ist respectable Jews do? What they’ve already 
done several times before: they holler, and 
they’ve expelled him from the Party.” 


SucH was the beginning. These groups de- 
veloped in the late 30’s into the Irgun Tzvai 
Leumi. The Irgun did not entirely cut its ties 
with the Revisionist Party, but it cast off party 
discipline. In the opinion of the Irgun leaders, 
political parties were organizations of very lim- 
ited usefulness. Let the Revisionists fight the 
“Old” Zionist Organization, let them gather 
around them a group of worthy burghers who 
flatter themselves that they are revolutionaries. 
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The main thing is still the underground Irgun, 
which devotes itself to direct military opera- 
tions in the fight with outer (England) and in- 
ner (the Socialist workers’ movement) foes 
alike. 

When the second World War broke out, a 
split occurred in the ranks of the Irgun, which 
divided it into two factions. David Raziel, lead- 
er of the Irgun, took the view that Jews could 
not remain neutral in the war against Hitler. 
Great Britain was, of course, the foe of Zionism, 
but nevertheless there was no other way than to 
aid Britain in the war against the greatest enemy 
of the Jews. Raziel himself died on a British 
military mission in Iraq. Quite a different opin- 
icn was held by another Irgun leader, Abraham 
Stern. His group of “Fighters for the Freedom 
of Israel’’ declared that it made no difference to 
Jews who might win the war, Hitler or his op- 
ponents. In 1943, their paper Hekhazit (The 
Front) wrote: “There is no necessity and no 
sense to this meaningless war. Hitler is only one 
ruthless head among others of that terrible hydra, 
and if he falls, other heads will spring up in his 
place, in England, in America—one can see signs 
of it even in Russia.” (Hekhazit, July, 1943) 

The Stern group held that Jews should be 
neutral in the war not only because, from a 
Jewish standpoint, there was no difference be- 
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tween Hitler Germany and England, between 
America and Russia, but also because a German 
victory was inevitable; and for the following 
reason: 

“England is a land of free association. The 
freedom of the individual and democracy are the 
causes of her defeats. Germany is conservative, 
it believes in a single cause, a single aim. This 
makes her nationalism whole and strong. That is 
why she has been so strong until now, and what 
is leading her to victory.” (From the Stern group 
organ, La-eish (Toward the Fire) number 2, 
August 1942) 

In Yair, a volume specially published by the 
Stern group in 1944 in memory of its founder 
and leader, the view is expressed that Hitler’s 
slaughter of the Jews may have been caused by 
the Zionist Organization’s placing itself on the 
side of Great Britain in the war: “The camp of 
the Zionists is comprised of everlasting slaves. 
They would not understand that it is a crime 
against Zionism to serve an anti-Zionist Big 
Power. They did not wish to heed the danger 
which threatened the Jewish masses in the event 
Jews would declare war on Germany. Who 
knows whether all those proclamations and mili- 
tary mobilizations of the Jewish Agency and the 
atrocity propaganda of the beginning of the war 
were not the cause which brought about greater 
severity in the persecution of the Jews in Eu- 
rope?” (Yair, February 1944) 

Equally characteristic of the Stern group are 
these words, written after the collapse of Italian 
Fascism: “Enemy number one of Jewish national 
aspirations is democratic England, because it 
rules in our country. The Jewish people has 
heavy scores against Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union, two totalitarian Big Powers. 
Democratic America and Fascist Italy alone are 
a more or less neutral zone. Hence we should 
neither weep nor rejoice at the collapse of Fas- 
cism in Italy. Fascist Italy did not repress the 
aspirations to freedom of the Jewish people, and 
it is not certain whether the regime which will 
replace it will support us.” (Hekhazit, August 
1943) 

The Zionist revolutionaries of both the Irgun 
Tzvai Leumi and the Stern group had a parti- 
cular fondness for Italian Fascism. The Revision- 
ist press, notably the Warsaw journal, Die Welt, 
waxed enthusiastic over Mussolini’s victories in 
Ethiopia (it also supported Franco in the Spanish 
civil war). Zvi Kolitz, a Revisionist writer now 
living in the United States, issued a fulsome vol- 
ume about Mussolini in Hebrew. The Italian 
Fascist government was the only government 
in the world to send greetings to the Revisionist 
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World Conference in Vienna in September 1945. 
At that time the official Italian publication, 
the Oriente Moderna, carried an item about 
the Conference, and remarked: “The Revision- 
ists have a sympathetic attitude toward Italy. 
Their paper Hayarden supports Italy in the con- 
flict in Ethiopia because the Revisionists are ex- 
treme nationalists and stern opponents of labor.” 

Yet it would be an error to suppose that the 
“Irgun” and Stern group are fascist in princi- 
ple. That they are no fascist fanatics they prov- 
ed only recently, when both groups—less the 
Irgun than the Stern group—began to shift 
their orientation precisely toward the “Moscow 
Reds” of the Soviet Union. 


How great is the alteration recently accom- 
plished in the Stern group orientation, may be 
seen from the following passage, quoted from a 
brochure about “Our Foreign Policy” issued by 
them over a year ago: “Whoever does not fight 
for the elimination of the British army from 
the Land of Israel, whoever fails to resist the es- 
tablishment of British military bases here, di- 
rectly opposes the Soviet Union.” And that is 
regarded as the supreme crime. Further on, the 
pamphlet says: “We must consider as our natural 
allies all countries who are under the British 
yoke and are now fighting, or will soon fight for 
their freedom. The peoples of India and Ma- 
laya, whether they know it or not, are our allies.” 


The Sternists are not principled adherents of 
the aims of either Fascism or Communism. What 
they admire in the totalitarian movements is 
primarily their energy, their “monolithic” con- 
centration upon a single goal—the conquest of 
power—and their readiness to use any means to 
attain this goal. They are also attracted by the 
totalitarian’s contempt for the “vegetarian,” 
the “wishy-washy liberals.” But that is not the 
only reason for their feeling of affinity. The 
“foreign policy” of the terrorists is built upon 
the fundamental assumption that Zionism must 
find some Big Power that can use its services in 
return for the reward of a Jewish Palestine. This, 
they feel, is the only solid political basis upon 
which the Jewish State can be built. But what 
kind of Big Power might be interested in such 
an offer? Only a young, energetic, aggressive 
state, imbued with the ambition for global pow- 
er. Hence, the Zionist Revolutionaries first re- 
posed their hopes in Fascism, and hence, they 
now turn to Communism. Abraham Stern put 
the program in this way: “To fight on the side 
of a Power which would recognize that the 
Jewish people is the only legal authority over 
this land.” 
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BuT, one may argue, the Jewish State has now 
been established, and a Jewish government rules 
in Israel. Is it not the duty of every patriot now 
to refrain from acts that might involve the Jew- 
ish State in danger, that might even imperil its 
very existence? 

To this the Stern group has a decisive reply: 
“The men of the Fighters for the Freedom of 
Israel do not ask the people whether it wishes 
to be liberated or not. They force it to be lib- 
erated . . . By what right did a small minority 
in Russia bring about a revolution for millions 
of proletarians and peasants? Did they ask their 
consent?” (Yair) 


Similarly, the fighters for Jewish freedom do 
not take counsel with the people; where then 
do they get the “authority” to decide on their 
own responsibility what is good for the people? 
The answer is blatant enough: 

“The principles of the Jewish resurrection and 
their interpretation are the most precious herit- 
age left us by our Commander (Abraham Stern). 
The High Command regards them as true and 
inspired principles, for they came from the lips 
of the Messiah of Israel, and his thoughts are 
divine thoughts, received through the Holy 
Spirit. And just as Israel’s Torah is precious to 
us, because it was imposed upon us at Mount 
Sinai, so precious too are the principles of the 
resurrection which God in His goodness made 
heard unto the prophet of our generation.” 
(La-eish, November 1943) 


What is the ultimate principle of this Torah? 
“Sacred for us is the commandment: ‘Thou 
shalt not leave alive any soul.’” Ehud, the son 
of Gera, and Judith were “authentic terrorists.” 
They employed “murder and cunning as meth- 
ods for warding off dangers—and they did it in 
the name of the Lord, God of Israel.” 

Such is the “Torah” of Abraham Stern and 
his disciples. Was he a “hero”? No one will ac- 
cuse him or his followers of cowardice. Was he 
“mad”? His disciples tell us that he was a poet, 
something of a philosopher, an observer of the 
traditional commandments. None of this, nat- 
urally, precludes “madness.” 

But that is not important, for we are no psy- 


chiatrists. What is important are the credo, the. 


principles, and the methods of these people, who 
believe that Providence has given then the voca- 
tion of liberating the Jewish people in the way 
they think best, without consulting the bene- 
ficiary of their mission. Such is the philosophy 
of those who slew the UN Mediator, giving into 
the hands of the foes of Israel a weapon they 
had not counted on—a martyr to Jewish terror- 
ism. 
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Israeli Political Parties 


by Ben Halpern 


HE PAST MONTHS have seen rapid shifts 
in the political party structure in Israel. For 
any political party in Israel, the transition from 
Yishuv to State, from voluntarily accepted or- 
gans of self-government under the Mandate to 
the forms of political sovereignty and indepen- 
dence, necessarily involves far-reaching readjust- 
mentments. Formed under the conditions of the 
World Zionist Congress, where they operate in 
conjunction with sister-parties in Diaspora coun- 
tries, the Zionist parties will have to change their 
perspective when forced to operate in terms of 
their own strength in Israel, and for specific ob- 
jectives defined by the conditions of a national 
parliament. In making these adjustments, how- 
ever, the parties will have to bear in mind that 
the World Zionist Organization will continue to 
exist and exercise important functions. Realign- 
ments have already begun in all quarters, from 
“Right” to “Left”; and while the process is still 
far from completed, the imminence of the elec- 
tions to Israel’s Constituent Assembly make this 
a convenient occasion for examining the back- 
ground and results so far effected in the political 
transformations now under way. 


The Right 


Wuat we may call the Right in Israel stems 
from the Revisionist Party and its various off- 
shoots and occasional allies. Among the emerging 
political formations, this is one of the most dif_i- 
cult to assess in terms of composition, probable 
strength, and political objectives. For one thing, 
it is one of the groups which from time to time 
boycotted Jewish elections and political institu- 
tions during the Mandatory period. Then, also, a 
significant part of the strength of this element 
is comprised of adherents of the underground 
movements, Irgun Tzvai Leumi and, possibly 
also, the Stern group; and, of course, they con- 
stitute a factor very hard to weigh in the balance 
as a force in democratic parliamentarism. An- 
other reason for the uncertainty as to the ultimate 
political character of this grouping is the fact 
that the Revisionist movement, no less than its 
terrorist offshoots, was quite deliberately’ limited 
in its political conceptions by the framework of 
the Zionist movement, by the struggle to estab- 
lish a Jewish State; obviously this must leave 
some uncertainty as to their evolution after their 
original objective is achieved. 

To be sure, the aim of Revisionism was always 


defined as “a Jewish state on both sides of the 
Jordan.” Thus irredentism is the most natural 
basis for the continuation of the party in terms 
of its old perspectives, as a party within the 
Zionist movement rather than as a party more 
directly involved in the politics of the existing 
Jewish State. But if this is to be the defining 
principle of the new Revisionist Party, then ob- 
viously, like all irredentist parties, it will have a 
strong inherent tendency to pass over into more 
“activist” forms of organization; and, further- 
more, the former “activists” in the fold—the 
leaders and members of Irgun Tzvai Leumi or 
even perhaps, some of the Stern group—enjoy 
a powerful advantage if they should attempt to 
dominate the new Party. 


As a matter of fact, this situation has already 
led to a serious clash within the Party in Israel, 
and its character in the future may depend upon 
the outcome of a struggle now being waged be- 
tween the new and old claimants to leadership. 
The Irgun Tzvai Leumi has already emerged as a 
political party, the so-called Freedom Movement, 
with a program firmly and almost exclusively 
based on irredentism. Negotiations for the mer- 
ger of this group with the Revisionist Party of 
Israel saw Menakhem Beigin and his ITzL asso- 
ciates demanding a dominant position in the 
Party Executive and control of the Revisionist 
daily paper. However, in order to obtain a seat 
in the Executive of the World Zionist Organi- 
zation, the Revisionist parties of the world had 
to attest that they were in no way connected 
with the ITzL, which still maintained a separat- 
ist military organization in Jerusalem and had 
only recently organized the Altalena truce-break- 
ing expedition in Natanyah and Tel-Aviv. Hav- 
ing made this pledge, the Revisionist Party was 
embarrassed by the action of its Israeli affiliate 
in coming to an agreement with the Beigin group, 
whereby the latter were elected to dominant 
positions in the Party. The Revisionist Executive 
disavowed that arrangement, and proposed to 
hold new elections. 


Tuus, the composition of a possible new Re- 
visionist Party in Israel still remains uncertain. 
Equally uncertain is the program—other than 
the plank of irredentism—which such a party 
might adopt. In the period before the establish- 
ment of the Jewish State, the Revisionists had 
been strongly anti-Labor. At one time their 
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strong-arm groups and “labor organization” 
were the chief strike-breaking weapon of urban 
and rural employers. But Revisionists themselves 
gave explanations for their anti-Labor stand 
which sought to avoid commitment to a basically 
Rightist position. First of all, they said, the 
political basis for their anti-Labor position was 
the alliance of Labor with Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann’s group, with its cautious foreign policy. 
Then, on more general grounds, they averred 
that all social questions ought to be postponed 
until after the State had been firmly established, 
and that only “monolithic” concentration on 
the political goal was possible during the initial 
“colonial” period. Furthermore, the Revisionist 
manner of thinking favors a remarkable elasti- 
city—not to say opportunism—in foreign policy, 
which totally ignores the ideological factor in 
questions of international orientation. First it 
was Great Britain whose imperialist interests were 
expected by Revisionists to make her the spon- 
sor and artificer of the Jewish State; then the 
idea of political collaboration with Poland, with 
its Jews to get rid of, or Italy, with its imperialist 
rivalry with Britain, was favored. Most recent- 
ly certain extreme Revisionist groups—notably 
the Sternists—have seen the destined ally of Is- 
rael’s liberation struggle in Soviet Russia. For a 
time, also, some leading Revisionists leaned to 
a more or less leftist stand on other grounds: 
whereas before the war they had found a social 
base for their party among the increasingly im- 
poverished Polish middle-class Jews, the destruc- 
tion of European Jewry, in their view, meant 
that the problems of the survivors had to be 
approached in terms of a proletarian point-of 
view. 


From all the above motives, individuals or 
small groups in the Revisionist sphere of political 
opinion might be inclined toward leftist views, 
and toward leftist associations within the politi- 
cal party structure of Israel. Even these groups 
and individuals would seek their new position 
among, or work toward a new alliance with, the 
leftist opponents of the largest party, the Israeli 
Workers’ Party, Marat. But there can be no 
question that the party which ultimately emerges 
from the scramble among Revisionists will be a 
Rightist party—the Israeli Rightist party. As 
such, it will seek allies among the political group- 
ings who have given it varying degrees of sup- 
port in the past—and who constitute, in general, 
the source of Rightist allies in most countries: 
the spokesmen of landlords and employers among 
the General Zionists; the “‘clericalist” parties; 
and perhaps, also, the representatives of the im- 
poverished Oriental Jewish communities—in 
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brief, the Rightist fringe of the parties of the 
“Center.” 


The Center 


IF THE situation is confused as regards the 
Right, it is no less so among the various Center 
parties. Of these, the groupings representing 
certain of the “communities” in Israel, particu- 
larly the political organizations of the Yemenites 
and Sephardic Jews, are mainly pressure groups 
aiming to advance the interests of these ‘‘de- 
pressed” parts of the population. The children 
of Oriental Jews find themselves in a difficult 
situation in an Israel dominated by Western 
Jewish communities. This has made their 
young men and women particularly suscep- 
tible to the terrorist appeal, strengthening in- 
clinations the “communal parties” of the Orien- 
tal Jews have to ally themselves in transient com- 
binations with the Right in order to seek con- 
cessions from the dominant Left formations. 

What will happen with regard to the Arabs 
is, of course, the most obscure question of all. 
At an earlier stage, there was considerable con- 
cern about this matter in Labor circles. The 
prospect that caused some anxiety was that Arab 
politics in Israel would be organized entirely 
along the lines of a communal pressure group. 
In this possibility there was the danger, above 
all, of Arab irredentism, but also of perpetu- 
ating the unquestioned control of the Arab elec- 
torate by reactionary elements. Through allying 
themselves with Jewish Rightists, they could up- 
set the political equilibrium in Israel at crucial 
moments. The mass flight of Arabs from Israel 
may radically alter the perspective, of course. 
Among the remaining Arabs, two elements are 
prominent in communal leadership: first, the 
Christian Arabs of the cities, where the remaining 
Arabs are chiefly concentrated; second, the Arab 
Communists, who are the only ones, as yet, to 
become politically articulate—except for the 
exotic chieftain of Abu Ghosh village, who is a 
Sternist, but pursues his own political line as an 
Arab nationalist. If a major part of the Arab 
refugees return, the picture will undoubtedly 
change, but the leadership structure of the Israeli 
Arab community has been irrevocably shaken 
up and can hardly resume its old forms. 


A COMPLEX situation prevails with regard to 
the several religious parties, all of whom, of 
course, subscribe to Jewish orthodoxy as far as 
religion itself is concerned. They have differed 
radically, however, in relation to the Zionist 
movement as a whole, and in regard to non-re- 
ligious political issues arising in the Zionist Con- 
gress, and soon to arise in the parliament. 
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One major faction in Orthodox Jewry, Agu- 
dat Israel, constitutes a world-wide organization 
which has always opposed Zionism as a secularist 
perversion of the Messianic idea. Consequently, 
they have never participated in elections to the 
political bodies of the Zionist movement, and 
they even kept apart from Knesset Israel, the 
Congregation of Israel, as the over-all community 
organization of Palestine Jewry under the man- 
date was called. These have been their main 
differences with the Mizrakhi organization, the 


Zionist political party of Orthodox Jewry. But 


as Israel emerged in the shape of a self-govern- 
ing national entity, and particularly since the 
Provisional Government was formed, Agudat 
Israel was impelled to change its position. In 
a community operating on the principle of a 
state, not a voluntary association, it did not 
propose to abstain from participation. Prelimin- 
ary discussions with the Mizrakhi have been com- 
pleted regarding a common program of consti- 
tutional demands and political objectives in the 
State of Israel which could be backed by all of 
organized Orthodox Jewry. The prospect is that 
these talks will lead eventually to a new Ortho- 
dox Party. 

What will be the social orientation of that 
Party is something which is still to be deter- 
mined. All programs, both of Mizrakhi and 
Agudat Israel, contain references to the social 
legislation of the Jewish scriptures and codified 
tradition. This gives a religious “socialist” tinge 
to their pronouncements, reminiscent of modern 
Christian Social parties in Europe. However, 
Mizrakhi has tended to see in Labor the major 
obstacle to its religious political program; and, 
as a minority party, it has tended to club to- 
gether on other current questions, of non-reli- 
gious character, with the opposition to the 
coalition of forces led by Maral, the Israeli 
Workers’ Party. The middle class character of 
most Mizrakhi members also gives an economic 
foundation to this bias. On the other hand, the 
Mizrakhi organization also has a younger and 
far more powerful half, Hapoel Hamizrakhi (the 
Mizrakhi Worker), which is a religious Labor 
party, with a trade union membership. Hapoel 
Hamizrakhi not only maintains a united front 
with the Histadrut (General Jewish Workers’ 
Federation) in questions of collective bargaining 
and participates in the collectivistic colonization 
of frontier areas, but it also frequently finds it- 
self in agreement with the Labor view on general 
non-religious issues. They have not hesitated to 
oppose the “parent” party on these questions. 


Or aL. the party formations in Israel, the 
so-called General Zionists are most dependent on 
their ties with sister parties in the Diaspora, 
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formed under the conditions of the Zionist Con- 
gress. Their lack of a clear, unambiguous rela- 
tion to issues in the Land of Israel explains their 
weakness locally; but they have been able to 
claim a more prominent position than they are 
inherently entitled to, by virtue of their strong 
Diaspora connections. 


General Zionism outside of Israel enjoys an 
advantage in being able to recruit its member- 
ship on the basis of adherence to the most general 
principles of the movement, without requiring 
a particular (Socialist or anti-Socialist, orthodox 
or secularist) position on the major concrete is- 
sues which arise in Israel. This is the chief reason 
for the predominance of General Zionism in such 
a community as American Jewry, which has no 
widespread detailed acquaintance with the ques- 
tions at stake, and at a time like the present, 
when Zionist ranks are enormously strengthened 
by a tide of sentiment which has brought us a 
mass of uninitiated sympathizers. 

In Israel, the major political issues, which are 
simply left in abeyance by Diaspora General 
Zionism, put the Party under considerable strain. 
In fact, for a long time there were two General 
Zionist parties in Palestine, known respectively 
as Group A (Left of Center) and Group B 
(Right of Center). Under the influence of the 
Diaspora parties, the breach was repaired, only 
to reopen at the conference of General Zionists 
two months ago. Faced with the necessity of 
defining its policies in terms relevant to the dis- 
cussions an Israeli parliament will have to con- 
duct, the General Zionist Party broke apart once 
more into its Left of Center and Right of Center 
components. 

The organization itself remained under Right- 
ist control. It is not difficult to understand how 
this happened. In spite of its non-partisan facade, 
the Israeli General Zionist Party had served as a 
rallying point for certain decidedly partisan 
economic interests, represented by its Group B 
(Rightist) leadership. Here was the political 
forum which, in the Zionist Congress, served to 
express the views of the Planters’ Federation and 
the landlords and employers of the Burghers’ 
Bloc. The Group A leaders had no such solid 
(albeit small) bloc of interests to base them- 
selves upon, and they sought to win support 
solely through the appeal of non-partisan Zion- 
ism—moreover, through the appeal of the Weiz- 
mann brand of step-by-step Zionism, which had 
none of the glamor of the Revisionist ‘“mono- 
lithic” ideology. Another element of strength 
enjoyed by Group B was their entrenched posi- 
tion in the Jewish municipalities of Palestine. 
Among Group B leaders were the mayors of most 
of the large Jewish towns. They attained this 
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eminence owing to the undemocratic property 
qualifications and other barriers to universal 
suffrage characteristic of municipal elections in 
Palestine under the Mandate; and in several in- 
stances where, in spite of these legal advantages, 
the Burghers’ Bloc could not elect a mayor, the 
British administration came to their aid and in- 
stalled their nominee by appointment. 

The General Zionists of the Diaspora parties 
tried hard to prevent the break, but the logic 
of events in Israel is against them. The bolting 
Group A adherents are not isolated in Israel as 
a result of their action. Together with other 
progressively disposed General Zionist group- 
ings, they have begun to establish a left-of-cen- 
ter Progressive Party. The other groups in this 
new merger are Ha-oved Hatzioni (The Zionist 
Worker), a General Zionist group within the 
Histadrut, and Aliyah Khadashah (New Im- 
migrants), a semi-communal grouping of Ger- 
man Jewish immigrants, who have a progressive 
General Zionist tradition. 


The Left 


THE LEFT parties have been able to command 
a majority in Yishuv elections, or at least a large 
enough plurality to ensure their dominant posi- 
tion in the community—so long as they main- 
tained a common front. Apart from the realm 
of ideology, a great deal unites the various parts 
of the Labor movement; and: in what unites 
them lies the secret of their crucial contribution 
to the pioneering work by which Israel was built 
up. All participate in the work of settling waste- 
lands, all have stood in the front ranks of the 
defense of the Yishuv, all have made major con- 
tributions to the revival of Hebrew as the spoken 
language of the community, and to the forms 
of a new Hebrew culture. 

For a long time, moreover, the political struc- 
ture of the Labor movement reflected this basic 
unity, through the predominance of a single 
Labor Party, Marat, the Workers’ Party of Is- 
rael. The leftist opposition in the Labor move- 
ment was too small to threaten the political ef- 
fectiveness of the solid Labor bloc. This integra- 
tion was not won without severe struggles 
against the divisive influence of ideologies. But 
some of the very parties which were most dog- 
matically ideological in their political analyses 
allowed themselves one field in which their “tac- 
tics” were both “idealist” and “pragmatic” in 
spirit, thus standing in sharp opposition to many 
tenets of the abstract ideology: this was the 
field of Zionist pioneering. 

According to the orthodox Marxist ideology 
developed by certain Labor Zionists, coloniza- 
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tion in Palestine should have taken the form 
of private enterprise as the normal stage after 
“feudalism.” Moreover, for Labor Zionists to 
participate in Zionist Congresses, or other Zion- 
ist activities, together with bourgeois Zionists 
was interpreted as a form of forbidden “class 
collaboration.” Only a small group of leftists 
adhered to these orthodox opinions; and as a 
result they doomed themselves to sterility in the 
Land of Israel. They formed a sheaf of splinter 
groups known as the Left Poalei Zion, which 
a, completely ineffective as a political 
orce. 


The major political groupings within the La- 
bor movement discarded both these principles 
—even in the case of those who started with or 
developed Marxist ideologies. The latter was the 
case with Hashomer Hatzair, which began as a 
youth movement, set up its own separate federa- 
tion of collective settlements, and only later 
adopted a Marxist ideology. However, having 
come to Marxist conclusions, Hashomer Hatzair 
persistently refused to enter a single Labor Party 
not specifically based on Marxist doctrine. Be- 
sides Hashomer Hatzair, there were two other 
collectivist movements, the larger of which, Ha- 
kibbutz Hameukhad (The United Commune), 
is led by men with a Marxist view. These bodies, 
like Hashomer Hatzair, “departed” from strict 
Marxism (as interpreted by the Left Poalei Zion) 
in setting up “socialist cells” in a generally capi- 
talist Palestine, as well as in participating in the 
Zionist movement. But, unlike Hashomer Ha- 
tzair, they played a major role in Mapat, the 
Workers’ Party of Israel—a party whose basic 
principles were not those of “scientific Sociai- 
ism,” but the broader postulates of pioneering 
Labor Zionism.* 


Since Marat, for a long time, was also the 
only important political organization among 
urban workers and was dominant in the small- 
holders cooperative farm settlements and in two 
of the three federations of collectives, the His- 
tadrut was freed from fractional strife, and La- 
bor stood as virtually a single bloc in Jewish po- 
litical institutions, and was able to exert an ef- 
fective influence. But the seeds of division were 
at work in the very field which provided the 
basis of all-embracing Labor Zionist unity: in 
the field of agricultural colonization, in which 
the collectivist movement played a prominent 
pioneering role. The existence of three compet- 
ing federations of collectives, and their efforts 
to outdo each other in attracting Jewish youth 


* These are described in an article entitled “Labor’s Place 
in Zionism,” in the May 1946 Jewish Frontier. 
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and new immigrants to their ranks, was a con- 
stant source of friction in the Labor Zionist 
movement. The hope of uniting the collectivist 
(or kibbutz) movement was balked from the 
beginning by the fact that Hashomer Hatzair 
was a far more important factor in this sphere 
than in the whole Labor movement. Their in- 
sistence that a strict Marxist ideology must un- 
derlie the proposed union was a potent barrier 
even to the union of the other two groups of 
collectives, the bulk of whose membership be- 
longed to Marat. The Marxist leadership of 
Hakibbutz Hameukhad would do nothing to 
piace obstacles in the way of an ultimate union 
with Hashomer Hatzair. 

But in the meantime, this same group began 
to have their own differences with the Maral 
leadership. Among the first sharp clashes was 
the occasion when, in common with Hashomer 
Hatzair, they voted against an abortive Re- 
visionist-Ben Gurion agreement to end hostili- 
ties within the Zionist movement. After the 
Peel Report of 1937, this group, together with 
Hashomer Hatzair, voted strongly against Parii- 
tion, which the Ben Gurion adherents were pre- 
pared, in principle, to accept. In later years, 
this group developed into a formal opposition 
faction in Mapal, and the friction thus engen- 
dered finally led to their secession from the Party. 


Last year, the new political faction established 
by this group merged with Hashomer Hatzair 
and with the small group of Left Poalei Zion to 
form a new Party, Maram, the United Workers’ 
Party. They are currently negotiating with the 
miniature Communist Party of Israel for, at 
least, a common slate in the forthcoming elec- 
tions. Adherents have been coming to them 
from other strange quarters as well, like the 
former General Zionist leader, Moshe Sneh; and 
for some time there were rumors that, in turning 
to political activity, many Sternists might join, 
or coordinate their political activities with 
MapaM. 

The party is a strange conglomerate, not only 
with respect to these peripheral accessions, but 
also to its major partners. We have seen that 
Mapal was split over issues that were specifically 
Palestinian, rather than on general doctrinal 
grounds. But on these very issues Hashomer Ha- 
tzair was often as much at variance with its new 
partners as was Mapai. Both opposed Partition, 
but Hashomer Hatzair advocated a bi-national 
Palestine, while the Mapar-bolters were in favor 
of a unitary Jewish State in Palestine. The latter 
criticized Mapat for its “timidity” in prosecut- 
ing Jewish armed resistance to the Mandatory 
government; Hashomer Hatzair was opposed to 
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armed rebellion, and regarded Mapat’s policy as 
irresponsibly “reckless” in this regard. How, 
then, one may ask, do the new partners hope to 
stick together? The answer apparently is expect- 
ed to be found in their common acceptance of 
the standard form of Leftist political organiza- 
tion, borrowed from Europe, based on Marxist 
ideology and an “Eastern orientation.” The 
closest parallel is the British Independent Labour 
Party, the British Labour Party’s non-Commu- 
nist opposition, with which Hashomer Hatzair 
has long been in close touch. 

This means, of course, that Israeli Labor 
Zionism has lost that independent basis of politi- 
cal organization, in terms of its own specific 
ideas and methods, which had been so vital a 
factor in the growth of the Jewish National 
Home. Many now place their reliance in Euro- 
pean models of political party organization 
which have led to disastrous results on the Con- 
tinent, and can prove equally damaging in Israel. 
The opposition parties in the Histadrut now are 
a large enough minority to have serious hopes 
of becoming a majority at an opportune moment 
of crisis or hardship. This must inevitably crip- 
ple the effectiveness of the Histadrut as a quasi- 
political force representing Israeli Jewish labor 
in appropriate quarters. One may also fear that 
this situation will encourage the minority par- 
ties in the Histadrut to function in a far less 
constructive spirit than when Mapar dominance 
was unquestioned; and the same obviously ap- 
plies to Mapar. In general Israeli politics, the 
emergence of MapaM as a serious rival to Mapal 
means that instead of a united Labor vote, ap- 
proaching a clear majority—which would as- 
sure stable government even in a multi-party 
system using the electoral system of proportional 
representation—Labor will divide into a prob- 
able Maral vote of 35 percent of the electorate, 
and a Maram vote of perhaps as much as 25 
percent. Even if this estimate proves low on the 
side of Marat, the stability of the coalition gov- 
ernment which might result from such a divi- 
sion of strength is far less certain than before. 

The breakdown of the unquestioned domi- 
nance of Mapai in the Labor movement 1n Is- 
rael is a serious problem facing the new State. 
One would like to believe, and the past history 
of Labor in Israel would seem to give reason to 
believe, that the pioneering workers’ movement 
in Israel will not allow itself to be diverted from 
its own inner guides to Socialist policy, which 
at the deepest level are determined not by doc- 
trinaire ideologies but by an independent and 
original “idealism” of principle and “pragma- 
tism” of method. 
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of My Own 


by Saul Tchernikhovsky 


I’ve nothing—not even a table—of my own! 

And when at times a pale, weak moment comes, 

spreading its web, at fearful evening 

or silent midnight, over my brooding spirit, 

then my heart, so weary of mob lies, 

prays softly—no word said— 

to a hand’s tender touch, a heart that silent waits, 

that’s dumb with you, hurt with your pain, 

in all your afflictions afflicted, sharing your 
dreams 

of any hopes beyond the petty sphere; 


within four walls of a room that isn’t yours, 

which sides of stranger bodies soiled, 

blurring its colors with their looks and touch, 

polishing the latch, rubbing the handle smooth, 

over the miserable doorway, in dust of their 

dregs, 

telling of others’ wants and alien tastes, 

hang, harsh and foul, the cobweb shapes; 

and the room has nothing in it which your eyes 

might seek with love, no happy souvenir, 

to soothe you with its sign, with hints of light 
or sound. 


This too I know: that never shall I 

build me a house, nor shall my eyes rejoice 

when the eager shovel strikes rock, and the earth 

is opened up to make a deep foundation; 

nor shall I bless the bricks as they rise, 

nor shall my heart sing when the ceiling is 
finished, — 

it shall not be granted to me to fulfill 

the commandment of building my land. 

Perhaps now it wouldn’t be worth it: tho my 

hand 

is still outstretched and my lamp still burns 

with a bright, clear, and joyous light; yet who, 

ah who, can tell if the oil in it would suffice? 


No vineyard shall I plant and clear of stones, 

cutting a canal for fructifying water, 

for I would not plant a shoot, nor ache at its 
thirst, 


in a tiny garden not my own, that is not 

my own inheritance; there I could not plant 
as my mother planted, with love and song 
(that happy woman, whose vigorous beauty 
ripened and prospered with the sons she bore) 
those same modest flowers, the first of all 

the crowd of the world’s flowers I have glorified, 
worshipped by day, enchanting me in dreams. 


If but I had a table! that tiny corner 
in which a man is used to unite with the light 
of all his worlds, with those sparks of life now 
blurred in Infinity, thoughts of comrades gone, 
visions of heroes, that parchment, stone can’t 
capture; 
or those blessed hours when poetry comes freely, 
bursting forth like a stream from that mute song 
which, cutting in the heart, must find its way 
out, 
with all its power, for the hand to record, 
flaming with joy, on pieces of paper. 


I have wandered all my days, perhaps I'll 
wander still... 
Property in the land is not for the wanderer, 
not for me. Since this table’s not my own, 
then let there be placed on it a thing 
completely mine, that’s with me where I wander, 
to pour for me dream wine of its owner’s garden, 
or cover me with shade of a hall my hands have 
builded, 
that will stare at me—from its pedestal—dead 
and dumb, 
but filled with love, its gaze a soft caress,— 
just one thing I do want: on my table, 
a single statue, carved of stone or wood. 


Let the statute be made of solid basalt, 

of a lump that is the blackest of the black 

and eaten with flames of Genesis, 

like the craftsmanship of Egypt and Assyria— 

a memorial down the generations; and let the 

face 

of the man to be carved in it seem 

cast in eternity, cast in iron and flame, 

as if the man, too, were—a thing of iron and 
flame, 
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lawgiver of all the distant worlds to come, 

who knew God surely face to face, 

giant among earth’s seers, dream of my innocent 
youth, 

prophet of Paran’s desert, of Sinai—Moses. 


Let the statue be made of ancient copper 
such as Myron molded, and the Greek musicians 
trumpeted in the islands honor to Apollo, 
honor to his chief son, the first among his singers, 
who peopled Olympus with crowds of pleasant 
gods, 
blind, yet with a vision of a world so beautiful 
no other eye has seen one like it since, 
the man who poured out words like the melody 
of silver singing, now crowned with laurel leaves 
that never will fade, the man called Homer. 


Let the statue be made of Pentelicus’ marble, 
holy, pregnant with the Greek gods 
that Phidias’ hand captured—perhaps that stone 
will be 
clear and lovely enough to fully express 
him who dwells with silver clouds and touches 
the mouth of the deep, 
reaching the truth of glory, grasping the glory 
of truth, 
a well of wisdom and light to distant generations, 
probing the human heart and all the kingdoms 
of man— 
brow of a peaceful god, all-seeing eye 
of a prince of thought, the head of Plato. 


Let the statue be made of Odenwald oak 
and carve a Goethe for me with strong and 
gentle hand, 
most splendid of men, with beauty of-spirit and 
body. 
Cut for him eyes taking in the universe entire, 
that reveal an understanding heart which 
prophesies 
of dying and rising generations, embracing 
the world and its strength, loving the riddles of 
suns, 
interpreting thoughts of waves, telling the 
wonder of trees, 
burdened with all life’s mysteries and speaking 
with the stones, 
seeking the secrets of ages where they are 
essentially carved, 
a great well of song, to past and future wakeful. 
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Let the statue be made of iron, dross and dull, 
yet stirring at one’s touch, answering with 
echo’s voice 
like the echo which lived in his great heart, 
responding 
to sorrow and joy, to happiness and pain, 
to love, to shame, to hate and to mercy— 
telling of sovereign kings and lowly grave- 
diggers, 
mockers with hearts of wisdom, murderers for 
a price, 
deceivers and glory-seekers, queens and women 
vain, 
a prince, the choicest of men, or persecuted Jew: 
probing the innermost heart, the one and only— 
Shakespeare. 


Let the statue be made of Judea’s stones, 

hard as very flint, yet live with blood’s ferment: 

hard before the mighty, heart streaming forth 
its life, 

drunk with the vision of righteousness’ reign; 

volcano spewing a hail of precious stones, 

sorcerer of speech and flaming thought, 

master of the thunders that rain from his holy 
mouth; 

capturing all nations with magic of his wrath, 

prince of the seers,—let a statue be made 

of the comforter of my people, Isaiah, son of 
Amoz. 


Let the statue be made of ancient Indian ivory, 
shining like gold, like skin tanned with the sun, 
in the shape of Astarte for me, all veiled and 
robed 
in a heavy cloak whose train kisses her ankle; 
“none may see her and live,”—each fold— 


a sign of life, 
each wrinkle—a sigh of flame, and her lustful 
longings 


not quite revealed in hips and thighs and breasts; 
in that discipline of strength, sacred to all that 
live, 
she appears on holy days in her glory, 
revealing her beauty to worshippers at her 
throne— 
but I—I’ve nothing—not even a table— 
of my own! 


—Jerusalem (Katamon) Tel-Aviv, 
September 18, 1937 


(Translated from the Hebrew by 
SHOLOM J. KaHNn) 
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Notes on Jewish Wit 


by Ernst Simon 


ARDLY ANYONE WILL CONTEST the 
assertion that Jewish wit has a character all 
its own, but not everyone may be capable of 
specifying in words just what this individuality 
consists of. Although a number of writers, such 
as Alter Druyanow and Alexander Moszkowski, 
for example, have already dealt with the prob- 
lem, there may be room for further clarification. 
Let us therefore enumerate the individual quali- 
ties that have been developed by Jewish wit and 
see how well it has preserved the already half- 
forgotten traditions of Jewish life, as regards 
both form and content. 


i, 


First as regards forms, which, although in 
many other ways now defunct or suppressed, 
have maintained themselves in our wit: It is 
quite universally held—although not by Druya- 
now—that Jewish wit consists above all in the 
pun or play on words; but however valid this 
generalization may prove, its significance is usual- 
ly wrongly evaluated. The ultimate foundation 
of Jewish word-play is “word-seriousness,” such 
as we already encounter in the Bible. 

When the prophet Jeremiah, while still a 
young man, experienced his first revelation, he 
was asked by God (Jeremiah, I, 11): “Jeremiah, 
what seest thou?” and he answered, “Makel 
shaked ani roeh,” “I see the rod of an almond 
tree.” To which the Lord answered: “He’tavta 
lir’ot, .. . ki shoked ani al d’vari la-asoto,” ““Thou 
has well seen... : for I will asten my word to 
perform it.” This vision, in the customary Eng- 
lish translation reproduced here, is utterly in- 
comprehensible. What is the connection between 
the almond rod and God’s statement that he will 
“hasten his word”? Actually, a play on words 
is at the bottom of the mystery, deriving from 
the similarity of the roots of the two italicized 
words “‘shaked” and “shoked” of the Hebrew 
original. The first, “shaked,” means almond, or 
more precisely for the purposes of the present 
discussion, “the wakeful one,” “the early riser,” 
for in Palestine it is the almond tree which first 
bears blossoms; and the second word, “‘shoked,” 
the verb form, means “to be rising early,” “I 
am rising early,” or wakeful, attentive, diligent. 
Accordingly, the vision and conversation soun- 
ded approximately as follows in the prophet’s 
ears: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” “I see the 
rod of the Early-riser.” “You have seen well, 


for I rise early to perform my word.” This now 
has a very profound significance: it shows the 
unique relation between the Jew and the Word, 
which, on the one hand, at the Revelation on 
Sinai, enabled him “‘to see the sounds” (the thun- 
derings, etc.-Ex. XX, 18), and which, on the 
other hand, transmuted the prophetic envision- 
ing for him into something audible, the thing 
seen into a thing heard, the concrete almond 
staff into its vocable. In this salient point, which 
distinguishes the people of the ear and of obedi- 
ence from the people of the eye and of imita- 
tiveness, Israel from Hellas, lies the mysterious 
root of Jewish word-play.’ 

This talent for taking a word at its “sounding” 
worth and exhaustively exploiting its multivocal 
meanings and multipotent applications, seriously 
or facetiously, has still another source, related 
to the first: the idiosyncrasy of Hebrew, as a 
Semitic language, of building up an extra-ordin- 
ary wealth and diversity of forms from a com- 
partively few word roots. Thus, for example, 
the English auxiliary verbs are expressed in He- 
brew by various modifications of the simple 
verb-roots, and the same applies when the inten- 
sification of an action is to be expressed, efc. In 
general, a great number of meanings in highly 
varied, very often antithetical senses unfold from 
each other for the first time only after the in- 
sertion of the “dots” or “points” which serve 
as vocalization aids; in the “undotted” text the 
precise meaning can often be made out only from 
the context.” Thus, a person who makes a pun 
is speaking, as it were, “unpunctuatedly,” and 
shoots derivatives, with meanings as removed 
from each other as possible, back into the origi- 
nal concept-roots. If the two there forcefully 


> 


1 For other Biblical samples, see e.g.: Jer. 1:13-4; Amos 8:12; 
Is. 5:7; 7:9; 10:29; 28:10, etc. There are many puns on names, 
too (¢.g.: Gen. 2:5; 2:23; 3:20; 4:1; 11:9; 16:11; 17:5; 
21:56; 27:36; 29:32-5; Num. 24:21, etc.) though these are 
of a similar, rather than the identical category. These indicate 
a conception of proper names which sees in them the very 
essence of the name-bearer. Such a conception was held by 
Franz Rosenzweig (Star of Redemption), and the great clas- 
sical philologist, Usener, explained the names of the Greek 
gods in this manner. However, Plato’s theory of language, as 
set forth in his dialogue Kratylos, is most intensely and ironic- 
ally opposed to such a conception, held by some of the earlier 
Greek philosophers. 


2 This pecliarity has often been observed by philologists, but it 
was Sigmund Freud who first analyzed it psychologically. In 
his small but important paper ‘“‘Der Gegensinn der hebraeischen 
Urworte” (Antithetical meanings in Hebrew root words) he 
rediscovered within the substance of the Hebrew language his 
famous category of “ambivalence.” 
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bump each other head on, as fighters do, the 
neutrally observing third person sneers at the ob- 
vious identity between the sound and the mean- 
ing of a word, an identity which is the hidden 
basis of puns, as well as of the poetical power 
of conviction carried by rhymes. 


A sample: When ritually forbidden food was 
placed before Lazarus Geiger of Frankfurt (one 
of the reformer Abraham Geiger’s pious bro- 
thers) at a banquet of the Baroness of Beth- 
mann’s, and he was told, “Serve yourself, please!” 
he answered, “No, I master myself.” An even 
better instance stems from Hegel, the non-Jew; 
he explained the threefold function of his dia- 
lectics by the three meanings of the German 
word “aufheben”: to cancel, to preserve, to raise. 
Both men as a matter of fact, were scholars 
in the field of philosophy of language, but in 
embryo so is anyone else who can make a pun. 


THE millenium-long non-vocalization of the 
Bible was perhaps designed (and certainly served 
the purpose) to keep the text elastic and subject 
to various construction; to be sure, within certain 
definite limits. The texts of the “oral tradition,” 
above all, the Mishnah, Midrash, and Gemarah, 
have similarly remained practically unpunctu- 
ated and undotted to this day, in spite of various 
unsuccessful attempts to popularize punctuated 
editions, e.g., of the Mishnah. So the actual liv- 
ing, oral heritage has been handed down from the 
very first teachers to the latest pupils in our own 
days. In former times the oral law was taught 
orally only, but as the time finally came when 
it had to be set down in writing in order to fix 
its meaning and preserve it from oblivion, that 
was done in a form which has preserved the oral 
character as much as possible: not only are the 
vowels lacking, but also all forms of punctua- 
tion, above all question marks and periods, and 
this in a literature that consists almost exclu- 
sively of question and answers. 


This constitutes one of the chief difficulties 
and attractions of the so-called “‘lernen” or Tal- 
mudic studies, but at the same time it becomes 
the source of a special form of Jewish wit that 
we may perhaps designate as tonetic or intona- 
tion wit. That is, just as in the study of the 
Talmud the absence of any visible punctuation 
is compensated by an auditory substitute, that 
raising of the voice for a question and letting it 
sink for an answer, that characteristic sing-song 
which to this day distinguishes the Eastern Jews 
as the heirs and bearers of the Talmudic culture 
even in their secular speech, so the Jewish joke 
similarly makes far-reaching use of the device 
of a question used as an answer and an answer 
as a question. Into this category fall the count- 
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less anecdotes in which accused Jewish persons 
reply to a question with another question, as well 
as those stories in which a rhetorical question is 
taken literally and answered; as, for example, 
the story of the drill corporal asking why the 
soldier shouldn’t go about the barracks square 
with a lighted cigarette. The answer of the Jew- 
ish soldier: ““You’re right, Herr Corporal, why 
indeed shouldn’t he?” represents not only our 
modern-day reactions to such silly restrictions, 
but also the cast of the Talmudic thought forms. 

These forms of thought are so difficult to grasp 
because they do not generally permit of com- 
pression into any hard and fast system of rules 
of formal logic, but very frequently serve only 
the case lying immediately to hand with intrin- 
sic logic. It frequently happens, for example, 
that the Talmud draws a syllogism or analogy 
from a text whose sense and context was written 
in a quite different connection, such as the use, 
in a debate over Benedictions, of one of the ex- 
amples from the field of Bills of Divorcement, 
for instance, because it has a formal value as 
an example. But not always are matters allowed 
to rest here; in many cases the specific (but in the 
given framework of the context quite irrele- 
vant), content is also drawn into the discussion, 
in strict contrast to the “‘tertium comparationis” 
of the Greek and classic analogy. The term 
“gupha,” the very thing, serves as a preamble 
to investigation into the content of such origin- 
ally formal, analogical proofs. This specific logic 
may have served either mnemotechnical purposes, 
or an ethical concept that all the talmudic say- 
ings have values and ends in their own right 
which forbid their being used as mere objects 
and means in the cause of a syllogism. In any 
event, this form of discourse is represented like- 
wise in many Jewish jokes. If a horse dealer in 
Warsaw extols his wares by saying that with this 
speedy horse the buyer can “be in Pressburg by 
tomorrow morning,” and receives the answer: 
“Why should I be in Pressburg tomorrow morn- 
ing?” a typical example has been given: the sel- 
ler’s statement was merely formal, but the buyer 
has “gelernt gupha,” and taken the text from the 
side of its content. 


A further characteristic of Talmudic thought 
has been designated as “pilpul,” literally, “‘pep- 
pering,” i.e., mental acuteness in harmonizing 
different or even contradictory talmudic say- 
ings. A later name was “khilluk” (discrimi- 
nating thinking). In such cases one finds 


sometimes an exercise in logic that has be- 
come nearly or entirely an end in itself and 
overshoots its own targets in its revolutions. Such 
mental calisthenics were also conducted quite 
intentionally—‘to sharpen the pupil’s wits.” 
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Numerous Jewish jokes derive from this practice 
to this day, such as the story of the Jewish mar- 
riage broker, who displays to the bridegroom the 
silver cabinet of his intended, and with self-de- 
feating dialects answers the distrustful question 
as to whether the silver might not have been 
borrowed for the occasion of this decisive visit, 
by asking, ‘““Who would loan to these people?” 
Here logic has snapped at its own tail and de- 
feated its real ends. But at the same time, while 
cutting the ground from under its own feet and 
failing to accomplish its purpose, it has bared 
the true facts of the situation, and thereby cer- 
tified to the fundamental honesty, certainly 
sometimes unconscious, that also lay at the base 
of the passionate argumentation of the pilpul, 
a manner of thinking which is, as a matter of 
fact, inherent to the Talmudic dialectics. Thus 
we are brought to a consideration of some char- 
acteristics of Jewish wit as regards its contents. 


II. 


Just as Jewish wit, as regards form, has pre- 
served a number of varied kinds of historical 
monuments, which the consciousness of the 
“emancipated: Jews” would not unwillingly sup- 
press, although there is no reason of any kind to 
be ashamed of them, so too has it bequeathed to 
us traces of the intrinsic content of the suffering 
of an epoch, whose final disappearance we would 
gladly have liked to believe in: the epoch of the 
Jewish Middle Ages. A close study of the ques- 
tion when Jewish wit, in its characteristic form, 
actually originated has not yet been made, to my 
knowledge, but even if a relatively recent date 
should be ascribed to it, it nevertheless still stems 
from the time of the Jewish Middle Age, which 
did not terminate in 1500, as in the case of the 
rest of the world, but in 1800. However, there 
may be reason to believe Jewish wit actually 
originated in the closing years of this era, shortly 
before a closer liaison was established with the 
outside world, as Jewry became conscious of it- 
self and its anachronisms. At any rate the Jewish 
Middle Ages were dominated throughout by the 
absence of any normal and wholesome Jewish 
public opinion. Many substitute forms were de- 
veloped to satisfy the drive for expression by 
public opinion: in the realms and forms of prayer 
and poetry, in preaching and Jewish learning, 
and among the others, also in Jewish wit. 

All public opinion has two sides: that turned 
towards the external world and that facing in- 
wardly. The same thing applies to the Jewish 
joke as the expression of public opinion. Towards 
the outside, it has the task of self-defense; in- 
ternally, that of self-criticism. Both are carried 
out in exaggerated and over-accentuated form, 
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precisely because any means of social control over 
public expression is lacking. It is also this type 
of joke that today, in our own circles, is often 
found to be distasteful. Such a judgment is not 
quite without reason, for our more emancipated 
standing among and vis-a-vis the peoples of the 
world permits of an inwardly freer disposition 
towards both the outside and inside than was 
formerly possible; but also not entirely adequate, 
for the vanishing self-consciousness of Jewry— 
at least in the Diaspora—can again take from us 
such security as equality of rights bestowed on 
us. We would therefore do well to learn to re- 
gard and understand Jewish wit of this type, 
also, dispassionately as an historic phenomenon. 


THE defensive jokes against the non-Jews in 
general re-exemplify that mood which dominates, 
or previously dominated, the celebration of Pu- 
rim, which is unique among our holidays and 
days of remembrance in its mood of naive, tri- 
umphant resentment. On Purim we react to the 
fact of anti-Semitism like the other peoples of 
the world, by finding fault with the enemy; on 
the Ninth of Ab like Israel, by finding fault with 
ourselves, But it is the latter attitude and not the 
former, that determines our religious morality. 

The jokes of self-criticism are sharper and 
more pointed than a somewhat civilized anti- 
Semite—if there is such a species—would care 
to make: a people so gifted for self-criticism as 
ours necessarily intensifies this form of expression 
if it is repressed or “hemmed in,” if it is deprived 
of the safety valve of public opinion, which, in 
healthier and more fortunate days, turned na- 
tional self-criticism into the channel of prophetic 
sermonizing. However, now this high pathos has 
deteriorated, and instead we have stories of all 
kinds underscoring minor Jewish deficiencies: the 
absence of reserve and dignity, if we are among 
ourselves instead of among non-Jews, or the 
typical shortcomings of the specific Jewish call- 
ings of the batlan, (idler or beggar) , the marriage 
broker, the shtadlan, the rabbi, the cantor, 
the Jewish artisan, and so forth, and naturally, 
the negative aspects of the various Jewish (reli- 
gious or political) sects and parties. All these 
could be—and, as a matter of fact, have been— 
covered by countless examples in (Druyanow’s) 
classic Hebrew anthology of the Jewish joke,* but 
perhaps some of them occur to the reader by 
themselves, caustic, critical, and un-good-nat- 
cred as they are. Only two will be mentioned 
here because they allow of a particularly deeper 
penetrating interpretation. 

The Jewish mendicant who one day fails to 
receive his customary alms, receiving instead the 


3 Sefer hakhiddud ve-habedikhah, 3 vols. 
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reply that the money was needed for a trip to 
the spa, and who retorts irritatedly: “With my 
money he takes a trip to the spa!”—where else 
could this be possible than in the case of Jews, 
whose “T'zedakah” means not charity but right- 
eousness, not merely an act of merciful altruism 
that you may, or may not, perform, according 
to your mood, but a duty imposed by the rules of 
our law. This law constitutes and guarantees 
the human social right of the beggar as the neces- 
sary correlate of the duty of Tzedakah, and 
therefore the rich man who goes to the spa in- 
stead of sustaining his poor brethren does it, in- 
deed, “with their money.” Or take Sholem Alei- 
hem’s story of the father to whom a son has 
just been born, and who in these circumstances 
asks the Rav how the boy should be officially 
registered: Before the correct date? That might 
be bad as concerns military duties. After? That 
might have an adverse effect on his hereditary 
rights. Then correctly? Such a magnificent idea 
had never occurred to him! Does not this joke, 
bitter and galling as it is, self-flagellating as it is, 
spotlight the tragedy of the Eastern European 
Jews, whose oppression was intensified to such 
a degree as to result even in the exile of time as 
completing their exile of space: not even one’s 
own birthday belongs to a person anymore. 


In this final degree of intensification which it 
has attained, the joke as the medium of Jewish 
public opinion has turned its face simultaneously 
both towards the inside and outside, and by this 
duality of comment has loomed up far larger in 
stature than formerly: it has again become 
teaching, as it had been in its biblical origins. 


III. 


THE joke as the vehicle of .Jewish teaching is 
a subject transcending the realm of the merely 
psychological or historical interpretation. And 
here, on this systematic level, the full contrast 
to the non-Jewish joke—especially to its German 
species—is consummately brought into relief. 
When Lichtenberg, the great non-Jewish mathe- 
matician and thinker of the 18th century Goet- 
tingen, let his blind man ask his lame companion, 
“How goes it?” and the retort comes back, “As 
you see!”, if the same philosopher marvels at the 
fact that cats have two holes just where their 
eyes are, if Wilhelm Busch, another typically 
German humorist, utilizes the most hideous sour- 
ces of humor to evoke malicious joy at some 
one’s misfortune, if Thomas Mann treats ironic- 
ally the wonder of inanimate objects, as for 
instance the express train cabinet with saw and 
axe in the “Train Accident,”—all these evince 
spiritual attitudes relatively remote from the 
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peculiarly Jewish joke. Jewish wit seldom makes 
sport of physical infirmities, it derives no great 
pleasure from injuries and losses, except its own, 
and the inanimate world remains dumb for it. 
To make up for this, however, there sometimes 
speaks out of this Jewish wit the word of learning 
in those characteristic ironic details which the 
anthropomorphism of the usually severely mono- 
theistic Midrash could find possible as when its 
has God putting on phylacteries, which certify 
to Israel’s oneness, as we to His. Out of this 
fundamental attitude of ironical nearness and 
pious familiarity still spring the keenest points 
of witticism which Jewish humor permits itself 
in connection with God or with particulars of the 
religious law. In the guise of the Eastern Jewish 
drashah, or homily, which served in place of the 
more formal and solemn modern sermon in that 
homely but hearty region, as well as in the nu- 
merous judgments of various rabbis, or in the 
polemics among the different Jewish classes, pro- 
fessions, and parties, Jewish moralistic wit, or 
the joke that teaches a lesson, has found its most 
characteristic form, examples of which we must 
here refrain from reciting for reasons of space. 
Only one will be given in conclusion, not only 
because it is so deeply human, but also because 
it recapitulates once more almost the entire range 
of our examination into the nature of Jewish 
wit—its individuality of form, of content, of 
policies of opinion, and of theological signifi- 
cance: 

An opponent of the Khassidim once com- 
plained to a Khassidic rabbi about his coachman: 

“Even when he puts on his phylacteries, he 
greases the wagon wheels.” 

But the Rabbi replied changing the whole 
point by changing the accent of the story: 

“What a holy people is Israel! Even when 
greasing the wagon, they pray.” 
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The Road to Integration 


by Caroline Bunton 


OME TIME AGO two aarticles* appeared 
dealing with the problems of a new-comer 

on the American scene, the younger Jewish in- 
tellectual who, unable to identify himself in the 
tradition-steeped world of his immigrant par- 
ents and unable to find a place in the established 
groups of older American society, is a “marginal 
man, twice alienated.” Otherwise penetrating 


and comprehensive, these two articles both fail 


to recognize one salient fact about the type they 
describe. 

The young Jewish intellectual, as Irving 
Howe points out, is a man adrift, who cannot 
find moorings in either the past or present. For 
him there can be only a dream of the unrealized 
future. “Ultimately, the solution of the prob- 
lem can only be found when an American so- 
ciety appears in which the Jewish intellectual 
and his people, along with everyone else, can 
find integration and security and acceptance.” 
No thinking person will deny that the future 
American society must be such as Mr. Howe 
describes; nor will anyone be seriously inclined 
to suppose he meant to imply that such an Amer- 
ican society would “appear” of itself, as if by 
coincidence or miracle. Undoubtedly, if pressed, 
the author would have a concrete “program of 
action” to offer as a means of implementing his 
ideal. 

Apart from any consideration of the relative 
merit of the many current socio-economic pro- 
grams, however, the question arises how men 
who are themselves adrift, and who lack any 
dynamic relation to the contemporary world, 
propose to work upon that world so as to bring 
about the society of their ideals. 


PRESUMABLY the break between the young 
intellectual and the world of his family does not 
take place abruptly, overnight. The first signs 
of rift appear early, when the child first begins 
to make contact with the world outside his fam- 
ily circle. The more he assimilates the American 
culture with which he comes in contact at school 
and in play, the greater the rift becomes. Irving 
Howe tells of his humiliation when he was un- 
able to give the English name for a fork and the 


* Irving Howe, “The Lost Young Intellectual,” Commen- 
tary, October 1946; and Daniel Bell, “A Parable of Alienations,” 
Jewish Frontier, November 1946. 


other children in the class laughed at his Yid- 
dish “‘goopel.” Children want above everything 
else to conform to the group in which they find 
themselves, and when there is a marked differ- 
ence in language and customs between the home 
environment and the culture of the outside com- 
munity, there is inevitably conflict and insecuri- 
ty. As schooling progresses, the boy scorns his 
parents’ ignorance more and more and becomes 
accustomed to being “misunderstood”; his ac- 
tions and ideas meet with lack of comprehension, 
if not positive hostility. In many seemingly triv- 
ial ways the world of his parents offends and fru- 
trates him. His parents’ inability to read, write, 
or sometimes even speak English, for example, 
is a source of deep humiliation. The more he 
meets with opposition at home, the more violent- 
ly he asserts his own “difference.” He “projects” 
the blame for his unhappy situation upon his 
parents. Whatever other complexities the 
Freudian analyst might discover in the individu- 
al’s relationship to his father and mother, the 
parents become symbols of all that hampers and 
frustrates him. Even though he berates their 
ignorance and the conditions of life which they 
have imposed upon him, however, he suffers an 
acute sense of loss. Frustration becomes closely 
linked in his experience with the desire for self- 
assertion. Unwittingly he comes to believe that 
the greater his effort to “better himself”—which 
he conceives as Americanization—the more cer- 
tain he is to incur opposition and isolation. 

In so far as this picture describes the rift be- 
tween a young intellectual and the older mem- 
bers of his family, there is very little difference 
between the experience of the young Jew and 
that of any other young American whose par- 
ents are, for one reason or another, unable to 
understand the nature of his strivings. Harold 
Orlansky, summarizing research in “Jewish Per- 
sonality Traits,”’** points out that “the Jewish 
child is not blind to society’s appraisal of him” 
and that this understanding dawns upon the 
mind of even the four- or five-year old. De- 
spite this awareness, however, it would seem 
that the desire to believe in Democracy and the 
Bill of Rights as taught in the schools, still pre- 
vails—the more so, since the child is more or less 
shielded from the full impact of anti-Semitism 
as it will later effect him in economic and social 





IN THis article, a Gentile looks at the problems 
of the “alienated” Jewish intellectual. 


** Harold Orlansky, “Jewish Personality Traits,” Com.~ 
mentary, October, 1946. 
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life. The disillusionment, when it comes, is 
therefore all the more bitter. Throughout his 
school years the boy has endeavored zealously 
to be “an American,” and in Americanism he has 
sought to escape from the world of his parents. 
The young Jew, going out into the world in 
pursuit of happiness quickly feels the full force 
of anti-Semitism, which prevents him from 
competing on an equal basis for jobs and pro- 
motion and social status. Not only does he suf- 
fer a fatal blow to his sense of dignity as an in- 
dividual but he feels himself abandoned by the 
very society he has so ardently championed. 
Added to the pain of rejection is his loss of faith 
in American ideals and in the world in general. 
He is indeed homeless, rejecting and rejected. 


Ir Has become a cliché to observe that the 
conditions of Jewish life predispose the young 
intellectual to radicalism. To the degree that he 
recognizes the fact that social forces are respon- 
sible for his unhappy lot, the more certain he is 
to seek kinship in the groups which openly op- 
pose the status quo. Few seem to have under- 
stood, however, that in their manner of identi- 
fying themselves with the left-wing groups, they 
close the circle of their reasoning, making it vir- 
tually impossible ever to see the world other 
than as a place of inevitable conflict, frustration, 
and a “vale of tears.” 

In the identification of the young Jewish in- 
tellectual with radical groups, far more is in- 
volved than mere rational consideration of world 
conditions. It is not merely the logical simpli- 
city and the desirability of social change, ra- 
tionally viewed, which draws him into the left- 
wing camp, Nor is it merely a need to establish 
status in a group, or his obvious predisposition 
to rebel against the existing order. Some analysts 
see in this trend a guilt feeling for having re- 
jected Judaism. Be that as it may, the radical 
necessarily rationalizes the role of his group and 
its relation to society in terms of his own knowl- 
edge, his own life experience. He is not inclined 
to question the rightness of radical theory on 
pragmatic grounds, for in his personal experi- 
ence he has learned that self-assertion and efforts 
to “betterment” result in frustration and isola- 
tion. There is verv little in his experience to 
substantiate a belief that the world is amenable 
to suggestions for social improvement, and in his 
way of thinking it is an outright absurdity to as- 
sert the human capacity for altruism. Good in- 


tentions and rightly located hearts, he argues, do , 


not spell progress. 

The Jewish intellectual is more the victim of 
social conditions than he himself realizes, in that 
his own life experience is apt to be such as to 
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make it virtually impossible for him to recog- 
nize or acknowledge any alternative to the idea 
of conflict. The Hegelian concept of Thesis 
and Antithesis stands strongly corroborated in 
his experience, and historical materialism offers 
the quintessential rationalization of his own life 
drama, completing the circle of his reasoning. 
Into this closed system of thought-experience it 
is difficult, if not impossible, to pentrate. Any 
effort to do so is likely to meet with adamant, 
if not furious, resistance, because it not merely 
negates a rational theory of social evolution, but 
it is a threat to such emotional security as that 
theory provides. In identifying with the left- 
wing groups, therefore, the young Jewish intel- 
lectual commits himself to a view of the world 
which may offer a rationale of his life, but which 
by its very nature, prevents him from expanding 
his thought-experience and from changing the 
patterns of defeat. It is this kind of ‘‘fatalism” 
which both Mr. Howe and Mrs. Bell failed to 
recognize as characterizing the “alienated” young 
Jewish intellectual. Perhaps this omission was 
due to the fact that although “‘fatalism” sug- 
gests it, no single word conveys its full signifi- 
cance. Or it may be that objective as the authors 
are, they are still unable to step outside their 
own frames of reference far enough to be able 
to see that they themselves are captive in a 
closed systein of thought. 


Wuart is it that this young man seeks? To 
quote Irving Howe: “integration, security, and 
acceptance.” Exploring the full implication of 
“integration,” it would seem that in so far as 
it means being a component, a constituent, a 
functional part of the whole, it would almost 
necessarily carry with it at least emotional se- 
curity and social acceptance, since the whole 
cannot function without all of its parts. In- 
tegration of the individual in society, however, 
is an immediate need, not something which can 
be postponed or made dependent upon some fu- 
ture state. Nor is it something which occurs 
spontaneously and without the conscious effort 
of the individual involved, any more than emo- 
tional maturity. (It is a curious error which 
most people make, in assuming that increase in 
years automatically spells increase in maturity. 
Growing up is never a simple, effortless process, 
as even a five-year old can tell you!) To be 
meaningful, any thought or action must some- 
how relate the individual to his environment. To 
the degree that the individual remains aloof from 
that reality, he deprives his life of meaning and 
prevents not only his integration in society but 
simultaneously his own emotional growth, his 
own integration as a personality. One must be 
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an integrant of society if life is to have meaning, 
and certainly one must participate in social 
processes if he has any desire to direct the social 
process of change. As long as the young Jewish 
intellectual persists in maintaining only nega- 
tive or hostile relations toward the two large 
segments of the world which, whether he likes 
it or not, do effect him, there seems to be very 
little chance of his attaining either personal 
serenity or social effectiveness. 

This would seem to indicate that some means 
of rapprochement must be found both between 
him and the past, represented by the world of 
his family, and between him and the present, 
represented by society at large. Somehow a way 
must be found of restoring some degree of posi- 
tive interaction between him and these two fac- 
tors, and for this purpose a common meeting 
ground must be found between all three. 


THE obvious common denominator between 
these three factors to be brought into relation- 
ship is the fact that all three involve human be- 
ings. Human beings are frail but complex crea- 
tures, and even at best, subject to forces of which 
they have little comprehension or awareness. It 
is such knowledge, nonetheless, which must be 
operative in all efforts which the young Jewish 
intellectual may make to restore contact be- 
tween himself and the rest of the world. 

Irving Howe asserts that the young Jewish 
intellectual cannot return to the world of his 
parents, a world which is no longer his. True, 
no alert young intellectual wants to “retrogress” 
or to content himself in an atmosphere of “‘su- 
perstition,” “sterility,” and “degradation.” Nor 
can anyone condone the perpetuation of such 
things. But it is not with the idea of condoning 
or adopting them that the young Jewish intel- 
lectual should seek to reestablish a sense of kin- 
ship with his family. 

However loudly he asserts that he views his 
home objectively, the young intellectual does 
not do this; for he cannot look upon it with 
equanimity. The fact is that in consideration 
of what Jo Sinclair aptly called the Wasteland, 
a certain amount of fatalism is justified, in that 
the established patterns of thought and behavior 
in the older generation cannot be changed. This 
is true whether the group in question is a mar- 
ginal one or bourgeois (consider the Late George 
Apley!), and to this extent it is wise to orient 
one’s thought toward the future. 

Quite apart from Oedipus complexes and the 
like, which may or may not be present, there is 
another initial obstacle in the path of the young 
Jewish intellectual returning home. The old 
burden of shame, humiliation, and bitterness 





51 






Wishing you and your 
family a year of health 


and happiness. 












36 STREET % NEW YORK 





AMERICA’S LARGEST FURRIER 























Phone—Scarsdale 3-0400 


SCARSDALE SUPPLY CO. 
Fuel Oil - Lumber - Mason Materials - Curtis 


Millwork - Fertilizer - Flagstone - Insulation 


HEATHCOTE ROAD SCARSDALE, N. Y. 

















HAPPY NEW YEAR | 


from | 


WESTCHESTER RACING ASS'N 
“BELMONT PARK" 


GEORGE D. WIDENER 


President 


JONETTE KNITTING MILLS 


44 WEST [8th STREET 
New York City 





52 


which he first felt as a child may still prevent 
him from acting or reacting toward his parents 
with the tenderness which a real understanding 
of their life history might warrant. True, he 
knows, in a cerebral way, that they are even 
more helpless victims of social and emotional 
forces than he is, but this knowledge does not 
seem to dispel the animosity which he feels to- 
ward them. Somewhere deep inside him he still 
wants to blame them for his unhappiness and 
he feels them to be more responsible than they 
could be for his difficulties. Having been unable 
to establish himself satisfactorily in the outside 
world, the further fear of being forced back and 
reabsorbed into the kind of life they symbolize 
prevents him from seeing them as the frail hu- 
man beings they are. His reactions to them con- 
sequently are strongly supercharged with emo- 
tion. 

No man can have emotional security as long 
as he is chased by a bogey man, by fear and 
hatred of his own background. By its very defi- 
nition, it is something behind him, and some- 
how, by repeated articulation of his own deep- 
hidden emotions, the young Jewish intellectual 
must free himself of fear and hatred and see his 
parents in true focus—if not sympathetically, 
as fellow creatures, then at least objectively as 
historical units through whom he is linked in 
the continuum of history. Whatever else he 
does or does not do, this is imperative. Only 
having done this, can he break free from his 
circular thinking. Only having done this, can 
his sense of “belonging” in society be secure and 
his judgment as to how best to work a change 
in present conditions really objective and sound. 

Hand in hand with personal serenity goes the 
social effectiveness of the individual. If the hope 
of the situation lies in the future, it must be 
remembered that a total break with the Waste- 
land can only mean abandoning responsibility. 
If the children now growing up are left to re- 
peat the experiences of the first group of Jewish 
intellectuals to arrive on the American scene, 
then where is progress? How is the internal 
change in society to be directed, if those who 
are best qualified by their “greater vision and 
consciousness of their complexity” do not put 
these advantages to a greater use than mere per- 
sonal consolation? 


Moke is involved in the concept of “return- 
ing home,” however, than merely restoring ami- 
cable relations between the “alien” and his fam- 
ily. Even though the older generation offers no 
cultural stimulus to the young Jewish intellect- 
ual, they are symbols of a much more vast cul- 
ture than they themselves perhaps realize. As 
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symbols they were rejected. As symbols they 
must be reclaimed. Wise were the parents of the 
boy who told me: “Of course, I went to Hebrew 
school,—not because my parents were particu- 
larly religious but they felt that sometime I 
would be labeled as a Jew and they wanted me 
to know what it was all about.” He not only 
knew what it was all about, but he had a sound 
pride in the culture which he represented. 

It is one thing to wish to be accepted and 
judged as an individual but it is quite another 
to disavow or utterly derogate one’s own cultural 
heritage. Everyone, no matter how cosmopoli- 
tan his interests and how strong his sense of uni- 
versal brotherhood, has a particular background. 
Confused indeed is he who wants to deny this, 
leaving only the floating superstructure of more 
sophisticated thought-experience which was 
later built upon it. Even though it necessarily 
is reevaluated and reinterpreted in the light of 
later experience, the original, “native” culture 
is an essential part of one’s thought. Lack of a 
full understanding or knowledge of it, or any 
effort to negate it, can only result in the distor- 
tion of its influence. 

“Ritual, art, poesy, drama, music, dance, 
philosophy, science, myth, religion,” wrote Lewis 
Mumford in the Condition of Man, “are as es- 
sential to man as his daily bread; man’s true life 
consists not alone in the work activities that di- 
rectly sustain him but in the symbolic activities 
which give significance to the processes of work 
and their ultimate products and consummations. 
There is no poverty worse than that of being 
excluded by ignorance, by insensibility, or by 
failure to master the language, from the mean- 
ingful symbols of one’s culture; these forms of 
social deafness or blindness are truly death to 
the human personality.” 

It is a great misfortune that ghetto psychology 
has to a large extent obscured the “meaningful 
symbols” of Jewish culture. As Harold Orlansky 
pointed out, the Jew who is steeped in Hebraic 
tradition is on a firmer psychological foundation 
than the rebellious intellectual. 

The sense of achievement is an important 
thing, even though it is not personal but group 
achievement. This is carried to a disastrous ex- 
treme by those who claim extraordinary pre- 
rogatives for themselves because other members 
of their group have achieved distinction. Never- 
theless, pride in the contributions which the in- 
dividual or group has made to the world’s ac- 
cumulation of wisdom or beauty, is justifiable 
and a necessary corollary of self-respect. I sug- 
gest therefore that the young Jewish intellectual 
might well turn his attention to Jewish culture. 
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Instead of devoting time to that latest version 
of logical-nonsense, Existentialism, he might well 
expend his energies in discovering what parts 
of that culture might be revitalized and fused 
with later concepts in the emerging common 
culture. 

It is hardly to be expected that the intellectual 
will embrace the outward forms of religion. A 
sceptic by nature, he is inclined to reject insti- 
tutionalized religion on the grounds that it sup- 
ports outmoded socio-economic concepts, and 
in the individual who merely goes through the 
motions of ritual, it fosters self-righteous irre- 
sponsibility. Conceding all the criticisms and 
accusations which might be launched against 


religious institutions, individual rebellion is a fu-. 


tile gesture. No other institution influences so 
many people as the combined church and syna- 
gogue, and even though the institution is di- 
vided within itself, great numbers of people still 
depend upon the authority of religious precepts. 
If religious training serves any general purpose 
apart from indoctrination in a particular creed, 
it is that it inoculates a consciousness of the 
goals toward which mankind has been struggling 
over the centuries and reinforces the will to 
survival. If the sense of security is made depend- 
ent upon a fixed concept of the social structure 
in which the individual finds himself, he will, of 
course, resist subsequent social change, always 
seeking refuge in the “good old times”; but if 
by reinterpretation of its ancient principles re- 
ligion is a means through which society at large 
can be made to feel a moral compulsion to cre- 
ate the society of “brotherly love” and to rectify 
the economic and social injustices which now ex- 
ist, then it is a force worthy of consideration. 


Although his contact with formal religion is 
likely. to be limited, for obvious reasons, the in- 
tellectual (Jew or Gentile) should take advan- 
tage of any opportunity to use his influence in 
the interpretations which are put upon religious 
teachings, both in theory and in practice. Juda- 
ism, Christianity, Democracy, and Socialism are 
all based on a concept of a better world,—a sym- 
biotic society, which has sometimes seemed so 
remote and unattainable that men have had to 
content themselves with the notion of heaven 
or some other projection into the future. Some 
of the concepts of all these beliefs are primitive, 
limited, impractical. It is only to be expected 
that as men’s horizons expand and as events 
qualify their understanding, changes and addi- 
tions will be made, and the intellectual who 
wishes to direct social thinking cannot afford to 
ignore the religious institution. 

We cannot afford to fight out the problem of 
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economic justice like children who hit others 
because something inside hurts. The imminence 
of atomic warfare makes such immaturity a 
costly form of self-indulgence! Conflict is al- 
ready smouldering, and if it reaches the stage 
of violence there is a far greater likelihood of 
hopeless chaos or even extinction than the 
emergence of the kind of society we envisage. 
Whether we believe success guaranteed or not, 
every resort must be tried to bring about a so- 
ciety in which economic justice and social co- 
hesion are realities. 


BRINGING the young Jewish intellectual into 
functional relationship with his family’s world 
necessarily also brings him into relationship with 
that other segment of society from which he 
was alienated. The intellectual has a responsi- 
bility to discharge as interpreter between his peo- 
ple and the rest of society with a view to bring- 
ing about an integration of the two. For the ful- 
fillment of this role, he needs first of all recog- 
nition of his responsibility and secondly, full un- 
derstanding of two worlds. 

The initial problem confronting the young 
Jewish intellectual in his attempt to reestablish 
a meaningful interaction between himself and 
society at large—particularly non-Jewish so- 
ciety—is as great as that which faced him when 
he attempted to “return home.” If he was un- 
able to see his family objectively, he is still less 
inclined to look upon the rest of the world with 
equanimity, not only because of actual forces 
in operation which alienate him but also because 
of his own expectation of defeat. One of the 
commonest complaints from Gentiles is the “ag- 
gressive” and “hostile” attitude of Jews. I would 
be the last to say that this attitude was not justi- 
fiable both in terms of personal experience and 
in history. On the other hand, it is certainly 
true that the attitude of any individual in his 
approach to another does condition the response 
of the second. As an interpreter between two 
groups, the Jewish intellectual (as well as the 
Gentile) must be able to control his own emo- 
tions and channelize the energy they produce 
into the fulfillment of his role. Repression, of 
course, is not the same as control. Only by bring- 
ing into full play the force of one’s understand- 
ing of human reactions is it possible to gain some 
control over the interplay of personalities (and 
all that that word implies). 

Bitter as his experience may have been or may 
yet be, I do not think the Jewish intellectual 
furthers his ideal of an integrated society by 
avoiding all meaningful contact with non-Jew- 
ish groups, or with groups which represent a dif- 
ferent socio-political belief from his own. Rather 
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he should seek out all those who can help him in 
his task of interpretation, either by the new light 
they can cast on the subject for interpretation 
or by joining in the task. 

Difficult as it may be to give the Gentile the 
benefit of the doubt (particularly if he happens 
to belong to a “privileged” economic group), 
the Jew nevertheless would be acting wisely in 
doing so, if he wishes to foster mutual respect 
and confidence, either in groups or in individual 
contacts. 

True, for the health of one’s ego it is necessary 
to avoid futile pain. But what of the man who 
received an excellent appointment in a well- 
known institute only to pack his bags and de- 


part because he could not stand the atmosphere 


of silent anti-Semitism? It takes all one’s strength 
to meet this situation with discretion and to re- 
main emotionally unharmed. But running away 
does not resolve any problem. If this man had 
remained on the scene, he might have done his 
bit toward combatting anti-Semitism and to- 
ward changing the tacit policy of by-passing 
Jews in the competition for appointment and 
promotion. In many states there is a Fair Em- 
ployment Practices law, presumably designed to 
prevent such discrimination. But there are many 
ways of evading the specific provisions of any 
law, if interested persons are not on hand to see 
that the spirit of the law is practiced. 

Curiously, the Gentile often meets with re- 
buff when he makes a shy attempt to learn 
something of Jewish culture and religion. He 
is astonished and puzzled by the intensity with 
which his Jewish friends deny any interest in 
or knowledge of the subject. Generally speak- 
ing, the Gentile has a more dispassionate attitude 
toward his cultural-religious background than 
the Jew, because there is not the same associa- 
tion of age-long persecution. Since it is virtually 
impossible for him to have even a speaking ac- 
quaintance with art, music, or literature with- 
out some knowledge of the religious-cultural 
world of his forbears, he assumes the same to be 
true for his Jewish friend. His questions, there- 
fore, are not inquiries about personal belief and 
far less are they disparaging insinuations. 


ANCIENT traditions and mores, ancient preju- 
dices and superstitutions cannot be replaced 
overnight, even though a new economic struc- 
ture is superimposed on the society in question. 
Any new, more universal culture must be the 
product of interaction between groups and the 
“cross-breeding” of a common ideal. This proc- 
ess can go on, and does in fact go on today, but 
it is necessarily a slow, evolutionary process. 
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which must be carried on by individuals and 
cannot be accomplished by wholesale methods. 

The difference between integration and as- 
similation is subtle but all-important. It is not 
without reason that many people (Gentiles as 
well as Jews) look with some contempt upon 
the “assimilated Jew.” We are accustomed to 
think that only an intrinsically weak person al- 
lows himself to be refashioned so as to conform 
to someone else’s patterns, and those who cor- 
rectly assess the values of Jewish culture may 
rightfully claim that the “assimilated Jew” has 
sold his birthright for no more than a mess of 
pottage! 

The purpose of reasserting the values of Jew- 
ish culture, however, is obviously not to em- 
phasize discrepancies between the Jewish com- 
munity and other groups in society, but to dis- 
cover points of agreement and to make possible 
a genuine, dynamic cultural synthesis. Integra- 
tion, as opposed to assimilation, can take place 
only if all groups contribute to the final culture. 

Old patterns of thought cannot be abruptly 
supplanted by new ones, but on the other hand, 
any idea loses its dynamic force if it is not con- 
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stantly reinterpreted. Concerted social action 
comes at those points where diverse patterns of 
thought, both old and new, coincide. Any effort 
to direct social change, therefore, should coor- 
dinate the forces of social thought, and in mak- 
ing this effort toward integration, the individual 
himself cannot avoid being integrated in society. 

It must be emphasized that the suggestions 
made here are not offered as a substitute for any 
other interests or for any particular economic 
program of reform but as a necessary supple- 
ment, prerequisite to the success of any large- 
scale endeavor. The solution of immediate eco- 
nomic problems cannot be deferred, but correc- 
tion of economic injustices alone will not insure 
the appearance of a society in which everyone 
can find integration and acceptance. Since the 
energies and abilities of any one man are limited, 
each individual must devote his major strength 
to the particular problem which effects him most 
vitally. It is only natural that the “alienation” 
of the Jew from the rest of society should be 
the problem which commands the primary in- 
terest and the greatest effort of the young Jew- 
ish intellectual. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


About “Collaboration’’ 
DEAR Sir: 


The August issue of Jewish Frontier carried an article 
by Ben Halpern, “The Partisan in Israel,” in which, to- 
gether with Robert Weltsch and Ernst Simon, I was sin- 
gled out for an attack on my political views and my per- 
sonal motives. Since Mr. Halpern’s attack on the latter 
was based on an unexplained and certainly unexpected in- 
sight into my “‘subconsciousness,” I don’t think it necessary 
to reply to it. However, some of the political points which 
his article raised seem to be pertinent enough to merit 
closer attention. 

Mr. Halpern is correct in stating that there exists an 
opposition to present Zionist politics which is based on a 
long-term analysis of the Jewish position in the Near East 
on one hand, and on a moral and political distrust of all 
racial chauvinist attitudes on the other, and that this op- 
position will not be silenced or disproved through the 
changing constellations of the moment. He also is correct 
in stating that apprehensions voiced by some members of 
this opposition and, especially by myself, have most for- 
tunately been unfounded for the time being. 

I do not think that the time has come to discuss the 
very complicated and very dangerous political background 
of the military victories of the State of Israel. Even with- 
out such an analysis, no “metaphysical” interpretation 
should be needed in order to understand the difference in 
emphasis and importance between a few military successes 
in a small country against ill-armed, ill-trained soldiers and 
the solid threatening opposition of many millions of peo- 
ple from Morocco down to the Indian Ocean. This and 
similar constellations constitute the long-range reality, 
which certainly is not less “real” than what happens in 


Jerusalem or in the Galilee. The trouble with reality is 
that, without transcending into another world, it some- 
times does not lie before our noses. 


What Mr. Halpern, like many of our politically inter- 
ested intellectuals, does not understand is that we deal in 
politics only with warnings and not with prophecies. If 
I were foolish and resigned enough to play the role of the 
prophet, I certainly should also be content to share his 
eternal fate, which is to be proved wrong time and again, 
except at the decisive moment, when it is too late. 


Much more to the point than this controversy about 
“realism” are those paragraphs in Halpern’s article which 
deal with the difference between the “type of the partisan” 
and the “type of the collaborationist.” (Here Mr. Halpern 
uses Max Weber’s method of constructing Idealtypen and 
thus proves how difficult it seems to be to avoid “a type 
of reasoning which [is] .. . in essence metaphysical.”) 
The term “‘collaborationist” is, of course, a defamation; 
actually, however, Halpern restores to it its non-committal 
and literal meaning. For it is perfectly true that all the 
people attacked by him have been concerned, in different 
ways, with the relationship between the Yishuv and the 
outside world, and have been constantly on the look-out 
for countries, persons, and institutions with which one 
might collaborate. This has been notably the case with 
Dr. Magnes’ outstanding effort to bring about a Jewish- 
Arab agreement as the basis for any solution to the Pales- 
tinian problem. Halpern dismisses the Ikhud group, of 
course, as unpractical. Yet, Dr. Magnes’ recent proposal 
of a Confederation of Palestine is in agreement with some 
of the basic ideas contained in Count Bernadotte’s Peace 
Proposals of July 4th. Does Mr. Halpern think that the 
Mediator was a very unpractical man? 
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The central question in this controversy is really the 
question whether one wants or does not want to collaborate. 
And this question, again, is tied up with an older trouble- 
some question of Zionist politics, that is, the problem of 
the distinction between friend and foe. When, in the 
30’s, the Jewish Agency concluded a “Transfer Agree- 
ment” with Nazi Germany, the problem of this distinction 
was involved. Official Zionism thought the agreement a 
wise step because it made possible the transfer of part of 
Jewish property from Germany to Palestine in the form 
of German merchandise. The agreement was severely criti- 
cized by a large part of Jewry because, from a long-range 
political point-of-view, it seemed unwise for a Jewish po- 
litical agency to do business with an anti-Semitic govern- 
ment. A similar error in judgment, though in an opposite 
sense, is one of the basic conflicts between official Zionism 
and its current “collaborationist” opposition, and it has 
misled Mr. Halpern into a complete misunderstanding of 
my analysis of the all-or-nothing attitude. Indeed, if Great 
Britain were an enemy of the Jews, like Nazi Germany, 
the all-or-nothing attitude would be justified. The point 
is precisely that today a certain general hysteria imposes 
all-or-nothing policies upon a’ moderately friendly world. 
This is chauvinism; it tends to divide the world into two 
halves, one of which is one’s own nation, which fate, or 
ill-will, or history has pitted against a whole world of 
enemies. 

Neither the Arabs nor the British are enemies against 
whom an all-or-nothing attitude could be justified. With 
both, we shall have to live in peace. The struggle in 
Palestine takes place within a broad international frame- 
work, and the right distinction between friend and foe 
will be a life-or-death matter for the State of Israel. 
Changing opportunities of the moment are now danger- 
ously blurring such fundamental distinctions. The pro- 
gram of left-wing Labor in Israel with respect to Russia 
on the one hand, and to England on the other, is a case 
in point. 

This is also one of the reasons why the “partisan” atti- 
tude cannot be generalized—no matter how tempting Hal- 
pern’s enthusiastic description may sound. A closer analysis 
would easily show that the moment the “partisan” is 
backed by the machinery of state power, he changes into 
that type of “political soldier” whom we know only too 
well in totalitarian governments. What the new State of 
of Israel will need most are responsible citizens (the “type 
of the cifoyen,” to speak of Mr. Halpern’s language), 
who don’t lose their pioneer qualities and who, after hav- 
ing lost their faith in internationalist ideologies, may ac- 
quire a new, more sober and juster international outlook 
upon the world that still surrounds them. 

HANNAH ARENDT 


JEwisH FRONTIER 


About Friends and Foes 


Dear Sir: 


Miss Arendt’s letter about my August article in the 
Jewish Frontier leads me to a very sad conclusion. It 
seems that the best-educated minds, those about whom 
one is instinctively certain that, if suddenly awakened at 
midnight, they could rattle off the entire Aristotelian roster 
of logical fallacies by their correct Greek or Latin names, 
these eminently intelligent persons are sometimes the very 
ones who don’t know a fallacy when they see it lying be- 
fore their noses. 


The central point of Miss Arendt’s letter is her con- 
tention that I misunderstood her idea of “racial (or racist, 
as she used to spell it) chauvinism,” because I, like all 
“official” Zionists, am blind to the distinction between 
friend and foe. As far as foes are concerned—that is, in 
regard to Hitler—Miss Arendt approves of the partisan 
attitude, the all-or-nothing choice. In fact she insists on 
it in every situation without exception, and reproaches 
us for the Transfer Agreement on these very grounds. 
But as far as friends are concerned—and according to 
Miss Arendt’s description, this means everybody in the 
whole, wide world except Hitler, Stalin, and other totali- 
tarians—her proposals amount to a counsel of abject sub- 
mission toward anything the other side may want. For, 
can one regard Miss Arendt’s “‘Zionist” program of “im- 
migration limited in time and in number” as anything 
other than a counsel of abject submissidn? On this basis, 
we should logically have accepted the White Paper. 

This really amounts to giving us an “all-or-nothing’ 
choice; this is really, if you wish, intellectual “‘totali- 
tarianism.” But actually, it is all based on a logical fal- 
lacy whose Latin name Miss Arendt certainly knows; for 
between Hitler, whom we must totally resist, and God 
Almighty, who alone could demand total submission, 2 
whole range of possibilities is excluded by Miss Arendt’s 
false dichotomy. 


> 


There are many other things that might be said about 
this letter, but I will limit myself to one point concerning 
which Miss Arendt requests information. I gave my view 
of Dr. Magnes’ proposed solution for the Palestine prob- 
lem in the October 1946 issue of Jewish Frontier. 1 will 
only repeat that it is far from true that Dr. Magnes’ posi- 
tion was, as Miss Arendt suggests, one of aiming at “‘Jewish- 
Arab agreement as the basis for any solution to the Pales- 
tinian problem.” Quite the reverse: like all the rest of us, 
he really proposed a solution for the Palestinian problem 
as a basis for eventual Jewish-Arab agreement. 


BEN HALPERN 


DIGEST OF THE MONTH 


The “Orientation”’ Issue 





Tus month’s digest, like this whole issue of the JewisH FRONTIER 
is devoted mainly to the developments in Israel during six months 
of its existence under the Provisional Government. We have se- 
lected a group of items illustrating the problems which most con- 
cern public opinion in Israel today,—apart from its immediate 
political and military concerns—when it is beginning to create 
the permanent forms of its independent existence.—Eb. 


In B’terem S. Z. ABRAMOV advocates 
neutrality as the basis of Israeli for- 
eign policy. 

E JEWS OF PALESTINE enjoy- 

ed one singular advantage during 
the thirty years of the British occupa- 
tion: mandatory rule relieved us of the 
burden of administering the govern- 
ment and enabled us to devote all our 
energy to the task of construction .. - 
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No one, of course, will regret the 
passing of the mandatory government, 
but it must nevertheless be realized, 
while we still have time, that the 
termination of the former regime will 
mean that we will have to give up 
our freedom from care about the ex- 
ecution and conduct of administra- 
tive policies .. . The formulation and 
conduct of our affairs of state will 
call for our finest spiritual energies. 
One of the problems which will 
demand our most careful attention 
will be the question of our relations 
with other world powers. This prob- 
lem would be less complex if we were 
living in the 19th century, for the 
civilized world of those days rotated 
about well-known and well-establish- 
ed values. But this is not the case | 
in our own generation, a generation 


* 
of ideological conflicts on a world- Our sincere 
We did establish a relationship of 


wide scale. 

a sort between ourselves and the gov- 
ernment during the mandatory period, 
but this could hardly be called diplo- | 
matic relations. In practice we were 
an integral part of the British im- 
perial system. Until 1939, when the 
White Paper was passed, we were an 
internal body in this system, and as 
such we were permitted to employ | 
the customary methods of internal 
bodies. Since we had no chance to 
establish normal diplomatic relation- 
ships, our organism began to develop 
strange growths where foreign affairs 
were concerned. For one, the Labor 
movement conducted a foreign policy 
and set up a permanent political of- 
fice in London. The Revisionists, for 
another, also established a political of- ||| 
fice and engaged in diplomatic activ- ft 
ities. A few years ago the Shomer _ |jj 
Hatzair Party decided to establish an | “ 
“orientation” towards the “powers of _ |i ll d th 
tomorrow,” and made an attempt to : fi e wi peace 
forge bonds with appropriate circles. | 

Despite the fact that many regretted i 
such fractionalism, we did not revolt || 
against this abortive system. Only a_ |) 
few months ago we saw how a party || 
which had acknowledged the authori- i 
ty of our highest institutions conduct-_ i bo 

ted propaganda among the members : and prosperity 
of the United Nations Special Com- | 

mittee on Palestine on behalf of a pro- ; 

gram at variance with the program _ || 

of those institutions. Such a phenome- ! 

non, springing from partisan extrem- | 
ism and lacking political maturity, | 
could prove fatal to an independent | 
state. 

Upon the attainment of independ- i 
ence we will be confronted by a prob- } 
lem of fundamental importance in our |} Wi 
foreign affairs. We will be faced by || z 


the problem of orientation, not only {L SSS — ee 
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because of our tendency to split up 
into parties and erect ideological edi- 
fices to justify these parties, but also 
because of the attempt that the out- 
side world will make to force us to 
orientate ourselves towards one of the 
two groups that predominate in 
world affairs today. We would there- 
fore do wisely to clarify to ourselves, 
while we still may, our attitudes to- 
wards this fundamental problem. 


THE world today is divided into 
two contending blocs striving, while 
they still have the opportunity, to 
attain advantageous positions for a 
final showdown. Each of these blocs 
is dominated by one of two giant 
powers, and a basic principle under- 
lying the efforts of each giant is to 
win to its side those nations, large 
and small, who have not yet made 
up their minds, or to create conditions 
which will apply pressure to one or 
another nation to renounce its loyalty 
to its own bloc and join the opposite. 

We ourselves must conduct our 
policies in accordance with such prin- 
ciples as will assure our independent 
status in Israel and the status of our 
people in the Diaspora. Such an ap- 
proach may appear to be “egoistic,” 
but in this chaotic world, a world of 
brute force from which moral values 
have vanished, there would be no 
point in a small nation’s observing any 
political law except the primary law 
of self-preservation. But it is doubt- 
ful whether even in a more perfect 
world the Jewish nation could have 
any foreign policy except absolute 
and consistent neutrality. Inasmuch 
as a large part of our people will al-, 
ways remain outside the boundaries 
of our state, we must conduct our- 
selves in such a way as not to jeopard- 
ize the existence of the Diaspora. If 
we will regard the Jewish state not as 
a end in itself but as a means of 
strengthening the position of our en- 
tire people, we shall try to find a 
foreign policy compatible with this 
purpose. This alone is sufficient rea- 
son, without the necessity of study- 
ing any other circumstances that 
might determine our foreign policy. 
But it would be profitable, neverthe- 
less, to mention some of the addi- 
tional circumstances that are an in- 
herent part of our foreign policy 
problem. 


WHEN we speak of neutrality, our 
thoughts automatically turn to Switz- 
erland, a small state of Europe which 
has steadfastly adhered to a foreign 
policy of complete neutrality. Not a 
few of us may believe that the course 
charted by Switzerland among the na- 
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tions of the world was determined by 
its small size, its indifference to events 
beyond its boundaries, and its devo- 
tion to conserving its wealth. This 
is an entirely mistaken impression. 
There are many other small nations 
which did participate actively in for- 
eign affairs, in the hope of deriving 
benefits from international changes. 
Bulgaria, Finland, and Hungary, to 
name a few, pursued a vigorous and 
at times even an aggressive foreign 
policy, and never seriously considered 
neutrality as an alternative. The poli- 
cy of the Swiss people came about as 
a result not of their small size nor 
their indifference to the outside world, 
but of the internal structure of their 
state. The country of Switzerland is 
inhabited by three different nations, 
and any foreign policy except strict 
neutrality was liable to destroy the 
harmonv existing amone these peo- 
ples and result in the dissolution of 
the republic. A Swiss statesman once 
declared, ‘Happy are we that we do 
not have a foreign policy,” and happy 
indeed is the nation that places its 
internal unity above all other consid- 
erations. Switzerland, as a result, has 
remained one of the very few con- 
tented nations, an isle of clear think- 
ing and common sense in a sea of 
chaos. 

Our own position in this respect is 
no different from that of Switzerland, 
although our state will be neither bi- 
national nor tri-national. In practice, 
however, we approach the bi-national 
condition. The Hebrew state will con- 
tain a considerable Arab minority, 
and it will be impossible for us to ig- 
nore the outlook and opinions of this 
minority. Secondly, a joint economy 
and joint administrative services may, 
under the U. N. decision, be estab- 
lished between our state and the 
neighboring Arab state. in the other 
half of partitioned Palestine, and these 
arrangements will receive constitu- 
tional sanction. In _ practice, then, 
thev will serve to bring about a bi- 
national administration in various 
fields of essential importance to our 
national existence. Third!v, our state 
will be surrounded on all sides by 
various Arab nations, and we must 
consequently determine upon a for- 
eign policy that will not alienate us 
from our neighbors. We have no al- 
ternative but to follow the example 
set by the Swiss. Only neutrality can 
ensure the developments we desire in 
the mutual relations between the two 
peoples inhabiting our country. 


PRESUMABLY, as a result of their 
enslavement to dogma and their lack 
of administrative experience, certain 
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circles will be found to demand an 
activist policy in international affairs 
and foreign relations, and will preach 
afhliation to one or the other of the 
two rival blocs. These circles, as a 
result of their adherence and depend- 
ence on certain involved computations 
on a cosmic scale, will make the de- 
mand that we affiliate ourselves with 
the “powers of tomorrow.” All con- 
siderations of the type that we have 
outlined above that necessitate a poli- 
cy of strict neutrality will be consid- 
ered by them as phenomena that will 
automatically change with the pro- 
gress of the historical development. 
To these circles we shall reply that 
we prefer common sense to doctrinair- 
ism and will not stake our future and 
fate on any ideological card whatso- 
ever. It is not the way of History to 
comply with orthodox hypotheses, nor 
has the genius appeared yet who can 
determine in advance the way society 
will develop. Human society is so 
complex and involved that it is im- 
possible to bring it under a single 
formula. Who can guarantee to us 
that these self-appointed “powers of 
tomorrow” are certain of the mor- 
row, or that tomorrow, when it comes, 
will be the same tomorrow foretold 
by the prognosis? 

In practice, it may appear to many 
that avoiding any orientation at all 
and adhering to a policy of strict 
neutrality is evidence of timidity and 
lack of international honesty. Such 
persons will tell us that, whereas neu- 
trality may be possible as a policy of 
government, emotional neutrality is 
impossible . . . To these we must re- 
ply that even if we were a more pow- 
erful nation we would have to remain 
neutral as regards the two opposing 
blocs, from purely ethical and spir- 
itual considerations. Would it really 
be possible for us to become reconcil- 
ed to the ideas of the eastern bloc re- 
garding the status of the individual, 
the exercise of freedom, and regarding 
administrative methods? And is the 
materialist theology which constitutes 
the bulwark of this bloc’s world really 
immune from rational and objective 
criticism? On the other hand, it is 
doubtful whether we would be able to 
become whole-heartedly devoted to 
the Western bloc; its actions in the 
reconstruction of Germany, its be- 
havior towards Spain and towards 
Greece, show how far removed the 
West still is from the ideals of true 
democracy. We will select neither of 
them, not because of timidity but be- 
cause of a clear conviction that nei- 
ther is worthy, at the moment, of as- 
suming the mantle of leadership of 
the human species. 
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Nor should those who yearn for a 
vigorous activist diplomacy fear that 
we will be content with being passive. 
For us, adhering to neutrality will 
mean a policy of great activity. We 
will not delude ourselves as to the 
strength of small nations today. They 
have no power in the international 
struggle; their greatest source of 
strength lies in their achievements at 
home. The most honorable contribu- 
tion that a small nation can make to- 
day towards the perfection of inter- 
national relations is in the proper 
management of its own internal af- 
fairs—in the establishment of a high 
standard of decent relations between 
the individual and his neighbors and 
the individual and the state, and in 
making secure the economic condi- 
tion of the most humble citizen. If 
we wish to strive towards the ideal of 
international brotherhood, we should 
regard the Swiss and learn from their 
example. Or if we are to look for a 
model of a cultured and well-ordered 
state, where the individual has at- 
tained economic security and maxi- 
mum individual freedom, we should 
turn to Denmark, Sweden, or New 
Zealand, and not to either of the two 
giants or their chief satellites. Mil- 
lions of citizens of both rival nations 
would rejoice at the opportunity of 
becoming citizens of these small na- 
tions. It is an established fact that 
external policies depend upon inter- 
nal policies. In the degree that an 
internal administration or regime is 
cultured, and free, the tendency of 
aggression and aggrandizement at the 
expense of neighboring nations is di- 
minished. An aggressive policy is a 
clear sign of serious defects in the in- 
ternal administration. Herein lies the 
strength of the small progressive na- 
tions: by their cultivation of a free, 
democratic form of life, and their 
preservation of a decent standard of 
living, the small nations make their 
greatest and most constructive con- 
tributions to world peace. When the 
day arrives that Russia, America, and 
Britain enjoy as stable an internal rule 
as the pattern of Switzerland, world 
peace will automatically be ensured. 
Until then, it would be best for us 
to devote ourselves to building up our 
own house while observing a strict 
neutrality regarding extraneous mat- 
ters, and our deeds will be found good 
in the eyes of God and man. 

And an agreed policy of neutrality 
has another advantage. Our infant 
state is sure to suffer from the ex- 
tremism that is so characteristic of 
several of our parties. It may be as- 
sumed that serious internal crises lie 
ahead. For this reason it is important 
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that at least one important matter 
should remain outside the sphere of 
party conflicts: it is vital that we 
make certain that at least the con- 
duct of foreign affairs shall not be- 
come a political football of the vari- 
ous parties. There is no other way to 
bring this about except neutrality. 





In Davar, NAHUM CoRALNIK discus 
ses Israeli foreign policy in terms of 
an analysis of the self-interest of the 
powers: 


A GREAT CONTROVERSY is rag- 

ing in our press and among the 
public at large regarding our political 
orientation—whether to turn to the 
West, the East, or the United Nations 
—without sufficiently deep analysis 
into what constitutes the basis of one 
orientation or another. Those that 
urge a given political orientation as- 
sume that identical ideologies are a 
sufficient reason for the power or 
group of powers towards whom this 
orientation is directed to accept our 
state into the bloc under their influ- 
ence and protection. And those that 


% United Nations” consign our state 
‘| policies to a seething cauldron, brim- 
j ful of contending interests, but at 
\ the same time without any actual 


4] demand “orientation towards the 
1 
4 
4 


power to impose its will on its mem- 
ber nations... 


It is not sufficient for us to embark 
on a policy orientated towards any 
group of nations whatever, or towards 
any one power or another. without an 
identity of interests. This is to say 
; that the political orientation of our 
i state must be directed towards that 


“4! nation whose interests are identical 
j with our own. 


IN oRDER to clarify to ourselves 


ithe most desirable policy for us to 
follow, let us dwell for a moment on 
SB) the policies of the two great world 





| powers that are today grappling with 
(each other in the arena of world af- 
4 fairs—the United States and the Soviet 


*. Union. I have disregarded England 
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completely in this discussion, because 
the role it plays today in the inter- 
national chess-game is of necessity 
that of an agent of the United States 
in return for wages paid it in the 
form of American loans... . 

The transformation of the United 
States into a world power has brought 
its economic and strategic interests as 
far as the southern boundaries of the 
Soviet Union, extending throughout 
the Middle and Far East, including 
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Iran, India, and China. In these areas, 
America is interested in transferring 
Britain’s influence to her own hands, 
i.e. she is interested in forging a ring 
of bases along the southern boundaries 
of the Soviet Union in order to pre- 
vent the extension of its influence 
from the wide open spaces of Eurasia 
to all parts of the world, such as 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, and break- 
ing through to tropical seas. One of 
the sensitive spots in this zone is Pal- 
estine. As long as the mandate was 
in existence and the British remained 
in occupation of Palestine, the United 
States was satisfied to leave the mat- 
ter in their hands, certain that Eng- 
land would not endanger American 
interests. But with the evacuation of 
Britain from Palestine and its forth- 
coming withdrawal from its other 
spheres of influence in the area in 
which America is interested, the 
Americans have begun to evince con- 
siderable political activity in Pales- 
tine, as well as elsewhere, and their 
tactics are no different from the tac- 
tics formerly pursued by England. 
The previous guiding principle of “di- 
vide and rule” is valid in these days 
also. An imperialism in the ascend- 
ant is receiving it as a heritage from 
an imperialism on the wane and is 
employing it with the same ruthless- 
ness. 


In Palestine, however, there has 
come into being an independent fac- 
tor—the Yishuv—which was not to 
the taste of Great Britain and is not 
now to the taste of the United States. 
This facor confounded all of Britain’s 
plans in the western part of Asia and 
is also interfering with the plans of 
the United States, which are no dif- 
ferent from those of Britain. Like 
Britain, the United States is interest- 
ed in the establishment of a group of 
vassal states in the Middle East— 
Egypt, Iraq, Saudia Arabia, Yemen, 
Syria, Lebanon, and Transjordan— 
with the aid of the feudal groups that 
hold sway in these countries and are 
completely dependent on imperialist 
rule. The Yishuv recalls to American 
imperialists the North American revo- 
lution for freedom against England 
150 years ago, and they remember 
well also that England was unable 
to overcome them with her maritime 
blockade, and that the United States 
turned from a British colony into 
one of the mighty nations of the 
world. This historical comparison to 
their own war for freedom gives 
credibility to our hopes of victory 
over the dark forces that England has 
sent against us. As a result, imperial- 
ist elements fear that we may grow 
powerful and turn into a nation that 
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may lead the Middle East, arousing 
the neighboring countries to true in- 
dependence, and leaving no place for 
the bases of the waning British im- 
perialism and rising American im- 
perialism. 

As one of the tactics of the United 
States intended to impair the sove- 
reignty of our young nation we may 
cite their agreement to the British 
truce proposals in the Security Coun- 
cil and their response to the proposal 
to dispatch a large body of United 
Nations observers to Palestine, while 
at the same time objecting to the in- 
clusion of any Soviet observers. 


Russta’s policy in regard to the 
Middle East has always alternated be- 
tween two approaches to the prob- 
lem—offensive and defensive. The ob- 
jective of the offensive policy is to 
conquer the Middle East as a base 
for the conquest of the world. Rus- 
sia’s defensive policy has as its aim 
the creation in the Middle East of a 
belt of independent states along the 
southern boundaries of the U. S. S. R. 
which will drive out the forces of 
the maritime powers and constitute 
a security belt for the Soviet Union. 
An example of this policy is the re- 
port of the committee appointed by 
the Russian Government following 
the Turco-Russian war in the year 
1829 for the purpose of determining 
whether it was to the advantage of 
Russia to preserve the Ottoman Em- 
pire or to shatter it. The committee 
held that it was to Russia’s interest 
to maintain the Ottoman Empire as 
a buffer zone between the southern 
boundaries of Russia and the bases of 
the sea-faring powers (at that time, 
of course, meaning England alone). 

The question confronting us is, 
what is Russia’s policy today as re- 
gards the Middle East—offensive or 
defensive? The attitude of the Soviet 
Union regarding the dispute between 
Egypt and England in the matter of 
the Sudan and the withdrawal of mili- 
tary forces, and the Soviet position 
in regard to our own affairs, indicate 
that the Soviet Union is adopting a 
defensive policy. The.policy aims to 
neutralize the Middle East by sup- 
porting every country or nationalist 
movement that shows a tendency to 
strive for true independence. This 
point of view makes it possible to ex- 
plain Russia’s support for the Turkey 
of Kemal Ataturk. The Soviet Union 
saw in the Treaty of San Remo, 
drawn up between England, France, 
and Italy for the division of Turkey 
between the signatory powers, a Brit- 
ish stratagem to provide itself with 
a base in the Black Sea and the Dar- 
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danelles. The Soviet Union reacted to 
this by a swift diplomatic move. It 
signed a treaty of mutual assistance 
with the nationalist movement in 
Turkey, headed by Kemal Ataturk, 
and assisted it in keeping the treaty 
signatories away from Anatolia and 
the Dardanelles. It created bonds be- 
tween itself and the countries of Cen- 
tral Asia by other treaties. In addi- 
tion it signed a treaty with Iran (May, 
1920). All these steps were taken by 
Russia in order to remove the bases 
of the maritime powers from its boun- 
daries to the south. With the help of 
Russia, and later also France and Italy, 
the Turkey of Ataturk overpowered 
Greece, which at that time did the 
bidding of the treaty powers. 

In our time, the bases of the mari- 
time powers are again approaching 
Russia’s southern borders, and again 
Russia is taking the necessary meas- 
ures to push them back. This was 
the reason underlying its support of 
Egypt’s demand that the British with- 
draw their military forces, as well as 
its support of the United Nations 
partition plan for Palestine into two 
states, Jewish and Arab. Its purpose 
was the evacuation of British bases 
from the area. Partition in Russia’s 
eyes was only a stage on the road to 
the neutralization of the entire Mid- 


dle East. 





In Davar, I. Israeti discusses the 
economic aspects of Israel’s position 
between East and West: 


N A PENETRATING analysis of 

international economic questions 
during the years following the Second 
World War, the Soviet economist, L. 
Mendelson, came to a conclusion of 
great significance for our country as 
well. L. Mendelson concluded that 
never in the history of mankind had 
there been a period in which political 
factors exerted a greater influence 
over the course of economics than to- 
day. In the discussion that we are 
conducting as regards a suitable 
“orientation,” not enough attention 
has been paid to the implications of 
the above fact. The orientation de- 
bate is being conducted on a basis of 
pure politics, with no attention to 
economic considerations. The 
time has come for us to probe to the 
basis of political decisions and con- 
clusions. Political alternatives 
must be examined in the light of 
whether the result will be the impair- 
ment of our economy or the addition 
of another stratum in our economic 
structure. 
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An economic analysis of this nature 
will also require the re-assessment of 
a number of concepts of which we 
make glib use. We are accustomed to 
speak of the West and the East. But 
in the world of economics there is no 
reality identifiable by these concepts. 
The part of the world that is labelled 
“Western” is today divided into a 
number of different blocs, each of 
which is of a different structure. Pro- 
found differences of opinion and clash- 
es of interest exist between them, 
bridged only by their common fear 
of Communism. The development of 
the political and economic life of the 
State of Israel is in danger of becom- 
ing entangled in the web of these dif- 
ferences. A brief survey of the facts 
proves this. 


THE United States, which is the 
economic center of the Western 
world, is interested in the export of 
capital and of agricultural products at 
high prices, and the conquest of a con- 
stant market for its industrial and 
manufactured products. A natural 
antagonism exists between agricul- 
tural exports and industrial exports, 
Agricultural exports require markets 
in industrial countries. Industrial ex- 
ports, on the other hand, benefit from 
the freezing of importing countries in 
the agricultural stage of development. 
This internal division between the two 
types of interest is bridged by the 
United States through the export of 
capital, which strengthens and en- 
courages both of them. 

In comparison to this, Britain 
strives to obtain funds from the 
United States without any intention 
of repayment, and at the same time 
to preserve its industrial markets 
against the penetration of American 
capital. There is a life and death 
struggle taking place here. The 
countries of Western Europe are ex- 
ploiting the opportunity offered by 
the industrial weakness of England to 
acquire markets, and at the. same time 
hope for the revival of Britian in order 
to preserve their own agricultural ex- 
ports. At the same time, inflation is 
ravaging most of the countries of 
Europe, nullifying all prospects of 
any large-scale rehabilitation. In 
Europe today there is a wide-spread 
scarcity of commodities, together 
with the lack of any great possibility 
of paying for them. In order to ac- 
quire dollars it has again become cus- 
tomary to pay subsidies to industry 
and to favor countries that pay in 
hard currency. ‘The countries of 
Europe have grown to be dependent 
not only on the United States but 
also on the countries of Latin Amer- 
ica. Latin America trades in agricul- 
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tural products and utilizes the returns 
to pay its debts to Europe. In ad- 
dition, the decrease of European 
revenue from overseas investments 
also narrows the basis on which 
European economy rests. It is clear 
from all this that anyone speaking of 
“orientation towards the West” in 
an all-embracing fashion is leading us 
into a whirlpool of conflicting in- 
terests from which we shall not 
emerge in peace. 


Burt it is also doubtful if any 
economy of the East already exists. 
We are familiar with the economic 
foundations of the Soviet Union. 
Russia can play a role as a source of 
supply for us. Is she also prepared to 
buy from us? The countries of Yugo- 
slavia, Bulgaria, Poland, and Czech- 
oslovakia are in the midst of a tran- 
sition from a capitalistic regime to a 
socialistic regime. The degree of so- 
cialism varies in each country. And 
this also determines the various posi- 
tions they occupy in international 
economy, both as sellers and buyers. 
The socialization of Rumania and 
Hungry is taking place slowly, and 
their rehabilitation is lagging behind. 
In all of these countries there is a 
scarcity of cash, and they are prepared 
to supply foodstuffs and raw mat- 
erials in exchange for dollars and 
pounds sterling, but there is also a 
scarcity of commodities as a result of 
lack of ability to pay cash. As regards 
the East also it is thus still too early 
to speak in all-embracing terms. 








IN Davar (July 5), K. KapisH makes 
the following remarks concerning the 
Turkish Palestine policy: 

Modern Turkey always considered 
Zionism as a rising force that would 
bring about great changes in the Near 
East. Despite the anti-Zionist propa- 
ganda in the Moslem world, Turkey 
frequently displayed toward Zionism 
an attitude of tolerance, and on some 
occasions even of friendship. It is 
true that at the Special Session of the 
UN on Palestine Turkey remained 
true to the solidarity of the Moslem 
bloc and voted against Partition. But 
Turkey never brought its own prob- 
lems before the UN and always based 
its strategy on a reliance on its own 
strength. The Turkish government 
realizes that the structure of the UN 
is such that its political decisions can 
only be as valid as the strength of the 
powers backing these decisions. Since 
the end of war Turkey has found it- 
self in a delicate situation as a result 
of the division of the world into new 
spheres of influence. Turkey is there- 
fore very sensitive to any change in 
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the relationship of forces in the Near 
East. The rise of the State of Israel, 
on the basis of its own military 
strength, therefore aroused great in- 
terest and earnest discussion in An- 
are 

Turkey is closely concerned with the 
Near East and the welfare of this re- 
gion also assures its own welfare. It 
is therefore only natural that Turkey 
should carefully observe the crises that 
so frequently shake the Arab coun- 
tries and weigh each change in this 
region from the standpoint of its ef- 
fect on the balance of forces. For a 
long time Turkey has been alert to 
the danger arising from the power 
vacuum that was created as the west- 
ern powers left the Near East, and 
independent Arab states, militarily 
still weak and unformed, came into 
being. Such a condition, it was felt, 
gave rise to a danger of military ad- 
venturism .. . 

The Arab League is exerting great 
pressure on Moslem countries to con- 
tribute money, arms, and men to the 
struggle “against the Zionists.” The 
Arab press tells of great response in 
these countries. Turkey, too, was sub- 
jected to this pressure. Yet only a 
short time ago the Turkish foreign 
minister announced that though his 
country sympathized with the Arab 
cause, there could be no talk of ma- 
terial aid to the Arabs. This an- 
nouncement is of particular signifi- 
cance since it indicates that Turkey 
is well informed of developments in 
Palestine and is not influenced by 
Arab propaganda... . 

The great Turkish daily Ulus point- 
ed out that Israel came into being 
not as a result of diplomacy but in 
consequence of the strength of Jew- 
ish arms. America’s de facto recog- 
nition of the new state is evaluated 
as a triumph for Israel. And though 
this newspaper declares that the rec- 
ognition was obtained as a result of 
the influence of Jewish voters in 
America, it advises against underes- 
timating this influence. The Jews 
have demonstrated that they are cap- 
able of establishing their state by use 
of their own forces. Now they also 
have to prove whether they are strong 
enough to defend their state. The 
paper concludes that Israel is a fact 
to be reckoned with. * 

It will take a long time before a 
Moslem country can freely formu- 
late its attitude toward Israel. Many 
surprises may yet be in store. But 
the reaction in Turkey to the estab- 
lishment of Israel indicates that the 
attitude toward Israel will be deter- 
mined by Israel’s ability to defend 
itself. 
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British Attitude 
to Israel 


THE following discussion of the 

sources of the changing British 

attitude towards the Jews, by 

P. Landau, appeared in the June 

15 issue of the Tel-Aviv bi-week- 
ly, B’terem. 


HE TREND of thought in the 

Western world from the period of 
the Renaissance to the present has been 
increasingly secular. There has been 
a growing estrangement from religion, 
and particularly from Christianity. 
The attack on the Christian church 
has been continuous ever since Ma- 
chiavelli’s claim that Jesus’ doctrine 
simply meant cultivating the qualities 
of weakness and degeneration in man. 
The attacks have actually increased 
since then, despite counter-reactions. 
During the period of the Enlighten- 
ment, the opposition to the church 
found its sharpest expression in Vol- 
taire, who cried: ‘‘Ecrasez l’infame!”’ 
In the period of German classicism 
it found expression in an attitude 
of reverence toward the ancient world 
and in the exaltation of the “ego” 
in German philosophy. In the 19th 
century these attacks were reinforced 
by the nihilism of Schopenhauer and 
the development of Bible criticism, 
which reduced the Holy Scriptures 
to the level of an historical and human 
document, by the atheistic material- 
ism of Hegel, by Marxism, by Kierke- 
gaard, and finally by the stormy at- 
tacks of the ‘‘anti-Christ” Nietszche. 

In the midst of this general 
Goetterdaemmerung, England was 
still able to maintain its religious 
ideals. The Anglican Church and 
Puritanism were adapted to the needs 
of the masses and satisfied the prac- 
tical egoism of the English individual. 
The Christian spirit, in particular that 
of Puritanism, was scarcely touched 
until the 80’s of the 19th century, 
the period when the social conflict 
in English society was sharpened. 
Bible criticism had shaken the faith 
in divine revelation of the believers; 
imperialism seemed to preach a religion 
of power and brute force; socialism 
reinforced these materialistic tenden- 
cies; while an amoral aestheticism and 
a skeptical nihilism began shaking the 
sense of security and the self-satisfac- 
tion of the English people in the 90’s. 
Ever since the beginning of the 20th 
century, the Puritan point of view— 
formerly the basis of the English way 
of life— came increasingly under at- 
tack. The decline of Puritanism which 
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began then has now reached its 
conclusion. 


We shall not consider all the 
stages of this development. It suf- 
fices to say that the First World War 
was a decisive turning-point. It was 
then that the destructive criticism of 
G. B. Shaw, the novels of H. G. Wells, 
and even more the novels of D. H. 
Lawrence and James Joyce, with their 
emphasis on the life of the instincts 
and the irrational, bore fruit. The 
young writers of the 20’s and 30’s of 
our century were all infected with a 
profound pessimism or a radical anar- 
chism. The destructive manifesta- 
tions in English culture during the 
period between the two wars have been 
brought to light in the material in- 
cluded in The Long Weekend: A Soc- 
ial History of Great Britain, 1918- 
1939, edited by Robert Graves and 
Alan Hedge. This became increasingly 
clear as religion became a mere matter 
of external ritual, based on the mys- 
tery of superstition, as well as in the 
decline of English journalism. It was 
hoped by some that the Second World 
War would be a source of renewal for 
the English people, but the political 
and economic debilitation of the state 
only hastened the process of moral de- 
cline. The last books of H. G. Wells, 
The Fate of Homo Sapiens (1940) 
and A Contemporary Memoir upon 
Human Behaviour during the Crisis 
of World-Revolution (1944) bear 
witness to the mood of despair pre- 
vailing among English intellectuals. 
In these books the author denounces 
Christianitv and Marxism together. 
British intellectuals have been seeking 
an escape in the passive fatalism of 
Indian mysticism (Aldous Huxley 
and his group) or in an approach to 
the Catholic Church (T. S. Eliot, 
the greatest English poet of our time) : 
in other words, in the Papism which 
was formerly so hated by the British. 
The ideals of early Puritanism are 
dead. Every day brings new proofs 
of the dulling of the moral and re- 
ligious sense of English public opinion. 
It would have been impossible to ima- 
gine that the Daily Express would, in 
the past, publish material like the 
“Memoirs” of the notorious Capt. 
Farran, without arousing indignation 
on the part of the public; nor would 
it have been possible for such a man 
to receive a medal of honor from the 
king. What a storm would have been 
raised in the past over the destruction 
of the holy places in Jerusalem! In 
those days these places were intimately 
connected with the feelings of the 
British people; but today their attitude 
is one of indifference. 
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WE HAVE discussed, in brief, the 
changes which have taken place in 
the development of English culture, 
for otherwise it would be impossible 
to understand the change which has 
taken place in the attitude of the 
English to the Jews. The strong bond 
which used to exist between the Eng- 
lish people and Judaism was rooted 
mainly in the historical phenomenon 
which the German sociologist, Max 
Weber, called “English Hebrewism.” 
The basis of this relationship was Puri- 
tanism based, as we know, more nearly 
on the Old than the New Testment. 
In his preface to Androcles and the 
Lion, G. B. Shaw remarks on the lack 
of knowledge of the New Testament 
among the English and he suggests 
that they begin reading the books of 
the Apostles, as a “new experiment 
with Christianity.” Owing to the 
Puritan tradition, the Old Testament 
became the daily fare of the English 
people. The words of a former 
elementary school-teacher and Premier 
of the British Cabinet, David Lloyd 
George, are well-known:““We were 
taught more of Israelite history than 
of our own. I knew of the land lying 
between Dan and Beersheba before I 
knew of England and Scotland, and 
I could read off the names of all the 
kings of Israel at a time when I knew 
no more than half a dozen names of 
the kings of England. The history of 
the Hebrews was the cornerstone of 
our education.” Or consider the words 
of that loyal friend of Zionism, Josiah 
Wedgwood, who emphasized the com- 
mon qualities of the two peoples: 
“We, too, have always been wanderers 
among the nations; we, too, have been 
merchants; and when we look down 
a little at those with whom we trade 
—we are acting like Jews. We, too, 
seek for a justification of everything 
that requires justification in our re- 
lations with others. We, too, can 
afford to denounce ourselves, for we 
are sure that we are a chosen people. 
And as these feelings are common to 
us and to the Jews, we can under- 
stand them better than those to whom 
the Bible has not been an open book 
from the days of their childhood.” 


This attitude of reverence to the 
Bible—along with other, economic 
considerations—caused Cromwell in 
1656 to allow Jews, who had been 
exiled from England centuries before, 
to return to the island kingdom. The 
new constitutional law was based on 
the commandments of the Old Testa- 
ment, like the economic morality of 
the Puritans, who considered the well 
earned profit of their labors as strik- 
ing evidence of their being the child- 
ren of God. Thus there developed a 
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66 The American people expect 
more of a corporation than that 
it be productive and efficient. They 
look to large enterprises of the 
country for examples of good citi- 
zenship. They expect industry and 
business to solve their human 
problems and to make progress 
toward steady employment. Finally, 


they expect them to make a profit. 


667, is my opinion that the 
American people have now fully 
accepted the idea that a corpora- 
tion is in a sense a person. But 
with infinite wisdom, they have 
added the notion that a person— 
corporate or otherwise—should 
have not only rights, but responsi- 
bilities, not only privileges, but 
duties, not only a head, but a 


heart. 99 


From an address by Frank W. Abrams, 
Chairman of the Board, Standard Oil 
Company, (New Jersey) 
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(NEW JERSEY) 
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number of mystic-messianic ideas, 
such as the idea that the sons of Albion 
are really descended from the ten lost 
tribes, and that Messiah will come 
and the golden age be inaugurated 
only when the Jews return to the land 
of their fathers. As late as the 19th 
century the potency of these ideas 
was so great that they produced the 
movement for “The Restoration of 
Israel” in the 40’s, a movement favor- 
ing the settling of Jews in Palestine 
and a kind of forerunner of Zionism. 


Ir was in English literature—as 
for example, in the work of Robert 
Lowth, the minister (De Sacra Poesia 
Hebraeorum-1753)—that the opinion 
was first expressed that much of the 
spirit of the Biblical patriarchs was 
preserved in the life of the Bedouins. 
Here we see the beginning of the 
strange connection between the affinity 
of the English to ancient Judaism 
and the “romantic Arabism” which 
later developed in England. Hence we 
find a reverence for the Semitic 
genius, as was put into words by 
Disraeli. The rise of Disraeli itself 
and his political success furnish proof 
of the attractiveness of this romantic 
point of view to the English people. 
Today this idea has been transformed 
into something else: the British no 
longer see anything but the opposition 
and the mutual hatred of the two 
Semitic peoples. 

The English romanticists already 
found it difficult to bridge the gap 
between the Judaism of the past and 
the present. ““Among all the phenom- 
ena which bear a common name” 
wrote Coleridge, “I know of no other 
that is more sharply contrasted than 
Isaias, crying: ‘Hear O heavens and 
listen O earth!’ and Levi of Holywell 
Street crying: ‘Old clothes!’ . . . and 
both are Jews. . .” This contrast was 
apt to create anti-Semitic feelings, 
such as were to be found in Thomas 
Carlyle in the first half of the 19th 
century. With all his reverence for 
the faith of the Old Testment and 
the heroic pathos of the prophets, 
Carlyle hated modern Judaism. His 
hatred was nourished by the new 
vision of an Aryan-Teutonic master- 
race. This anti-Semitism of Carlyle’s, 
which sprang from German romant- 
icism, was revived in our times—in 
the most brutal guise—in English 
Fascism, which is abetted by the prop- 
aganda of the Nazis. 


The anti-Semitism of Carlyle was 
unable to develop in the 19th century, 
owing to the pro-Jewish tendencies 
which dominated public opinion in 
England. Apart from the ideas of the 
romantics, the new liberal ideas also 
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favored a pro-Jewish attitude. Roman- 
ticism created an aura of ancient 
splendor about the idea of Judaism, 
a splendor which seemed to be em- 
bodied in the figure of Disraeli. 
Liberalism also worked in this direc- 
tion. Macaulay’s essay on Judaism 
(1831) and his two great speeches in 
the British House of Commons (1830, 
1833) with regard to the law abolish- 
ing the restrictions on the rights of 
Jews (to remove Jewish disabilities) 
are an eloquent expression of the 
philo-Semitism of liberal England. In 
his appeal for equal rights for Jews, 
Macaulay also based his argument on 
recognition of the rights of man, the 
fruit of the French Revolution, on 
“common sense,” which the English 
have always respected—in other words, 
he based his arguments on reasons that 
were advanced at that time in favor 
of the absolute assimilation of the 
Jews. 

The participation of the Jews in 
English life was reflected most richly 
in English literature. In no other 
European literature is such an attitude 
of reverence for Judaism to be found. 
Byron’s Hebrew Melodies were an ex- 
pression of this feeling, which reached 
its peak in George Eliot’s novel, 
Daniel Deronda, and in the poems of 
Robert Browning, who was penetrated 
by a deep understanding for Jewish 
thought and feeling. 

The old Puritan attitude of friend- 
ship was also expressed by a long line 
of British statesmen, beginning with 
Lord Shaftesbury, Col. Charles Henry 
Churchill, Sir Laurence Oliphant, up 
to Lord Balfour, Lloyd George, Wedg- 
wood, Smuts, Wyndham Deedes, Orde 
Charles Wingate, and others. 


Aux this belongs to the past. It 
would seem as though the long and 
splendid tradition of British friend- 
ship for Jewry has been broken off. 
England appears in the present as an 
extreme opponent of the struggle of 
the Jewish people for freedom and in- 
dependence. Such, in any case, is the 
attitude of the leaders of her official 
policy. There must be, even today, 
groups of people in England who con- 
tinue to support us, but they are 
lacking in influence. The despicable 
game which England is playing against 
us, a combination of openly hostile 
activities and secret intrigues, would 
not be possible if it were not supported 
by English public opinion, which has 
been poisoned by the amoral standards 
of present-day English journalism and 
the heritage of Nazi propaganda. 
However, the roots of the change in 
the English attitude to Jewry are 
deeper, as we have attempted to show. 
The whole English Weltanschauung, 
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which included a positive attitude to 
Jewry, has declined. 

The ideological basis for the pos- 
itive attitude to Jewry and to Zionism 
was the Puritan point of view, which 
has almost disappeared from English 
life... . The commandments of the 
Bible have been thrust aside in Eng- 
land—as in other places—by Nietszche 
and by Freud. The Labor Party, 
which lays down British policy,— 
and its spiritual expression, Fabianism, 
is connected with a materialist and ir- 
religious point of view. Neither does 
the Bible furnish a basis for the spirit- 
ual life of the Trade Unions. Apart 
from the breakdown of Puritanism, 
the second pillar on which English 
philo-Semitism rested has also been 
destroyed—the pillar of Liberalism. 
The influence of the Liberal Party on 
British policy today is practically 
wn 

The English people is being led 
willingly along the road of a policy 
based on force. In the midst of the 
general spiritual breakdown, they, too, 
have lost their special point of view, 
which was based on Puritanism, on 
the Bible, and on strict moral dis- 
cipline. Now it is thrown wide open 
to all the nihilistic and destructive 
influences which are mining the 
foundations of Western culture. The 
English people no longer believes 
that it is a “chosen” people, having 
slipped down from the heights of 
world dominion, and it sees itself 
compelled to begin a hard struggle 
for revival of its power. 

England will never be able to 
fortify its political position, without 
strengthening its moral powers. How- 
ever, the moral renewal of the Eng- 
lish people will not be possible unless 
it can renew its contact with its great 
Puritan tradition. If the English will 
grasp the spirit of the “old days” 
once more, the conservative spirit 
which produced the best of Eng- 
land’s historic achievements—there 
may also be a fundamental change in 
the present attitude of the English to 


Jewry. 


The “Reception” of 


Jewish Law 


IN THE March 18, 1948 issue of Moz- 
nayim, Tel-Aviv literary bi-weekly 
P. Dickstein contributes the follow- 
ing discussion of the place of the Jew- 
ish traditional law in the courts of the 
still-to-be-established State of Israel. 
HE FOUNDING of the Jewish 
state demands a new spirit in all 
phases of our life. We can make use 
of this new spirit to introduce those 
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reforms and changes which it is im- 
possible to bring about in quieter and 
more ordinary times. 

It would be impossible to introduce 
Jewish law into practice immediately, 
without a preliminary adjustment of 
public opinion; however, a proclama- 
tion concerning it is essential at once. 
Moreover, such a proclamation is a 
spiritual necessity, without which it 
would be difficult to imagine the 
founding of a Jewish state. We may 
recall the fact that the author of the 
idea of the Jewish state imagined that 
the language of the state would be 
German, and that other good Zionists 
have imagined that it would be most 
convenient to have English as the 
official language. Today, however, it 
is taken for granted, without the 
slightest shadow of a doubt, that no 
language except Hebrew could possib- 
ly be the official language of the Jew- 
ish state. 

As far as the reception of Jewish 
law is concerned, public opinion is 
very much in favor of the idea as 
such. However, as there has been no 
attempt to put it into practice (this 
refers not to matters of family re- 
lations and inheritance, but rather to 
Jewish law in general, with respect to 
pecuniary questions, legal procedures 
and the taking of evidence) many 
doubts and hesitations concerning it 
have been expressed. 

Hence it is proposed here, not to 
implement the idea of such law in 
practical form immediately, but rath- 
er to announce the establishment of 
Jewish law in the first official do- 
cument to be issued by the new Jew- 
ish state. 

In view of all the doubts and hes- 
itations mentioned above, I suggest 
that the proclamation be worded in 
extremely moderate and _ cautious 
form, so that it may be acceptable to 
the large majority of Jewry, and so 
that there may never be a two-thirds 
majority in our parliament to abolish 
It. 2. - 


Let us recall the manner in which 
English law entered into our county. 
Paragraph 46 of the “King’s Order in 
Council” gave full potency to all the 
Ottoman laws existing at the time 
of the entry of the British into Pal- 
estine. However authority was vested 
in the Palestine Government to alter 
or abolish the Ottoman laws and to 
decree new laws, and, later on, the 
same paragraph ordered that in those 
matters which are not included either 
in Ottoman or Palestinian law, the 
courts will rule in accordance with 
the principles of English Common 
Law and in accordance with the con- 
cepts of justice prevalent in Eng- 
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land... Provided that English Com- 
mon Law and the concepts of justice 
referred to above be imposed in Pal- 
estine only to the extent that the con- 
ditions of the country and _ the 
circumstances of its inhabitans allow 
of this and with consideration of the 
restrictions imposed by the conditions 
of the country. 

This was the modest beginning. 
English law was given only a tiny 
niche in the structure of Palestinian 
law. For ten or fifteen years neither 
the inhabitants of Palestine, nor its 
judges and its lawyers were very 
aware of this paragraph. After this 
period began the Anglicization of Pal- 
estinian law. This was the fruit of 
the efforts of British judges and law- 
yers who were trained according to 
English law. This movement seemed 
to find fertile soil in Palestine and 
also, I am sure, in the character of the 
Jewish people, who have always been 
capable of a quick and facile absorp- 
tion of foreign cultures,—and, today, 
the English element in Palestinian 
law is decisive. Thus, as a result of 
this modest paragraph, the law of 
Palestine was Anglicized, and only 
remnants of Ottoman law have 
remained. 

What, then is our position today, 
with the founding of the Jewish 
state? Can we possibly leave this par- 
agraph in force, even for a single 
day? Dependence of this sort on 
English law detracts from the moral 
and spiritual independence of the 
state. There is no question of any 
specific hostility to English law as 
such, or even any question of rejecting 
the best of the principles of English 
civilization which have become ab- 
sorbed among us. It is rather the 
formal dependence on the sources of 
foreign law which seems intolerable. 
As an example let us consider the 
matter of Palestinian currency. It 
is undoubtedly, dependent on_ the 
pound sterling, and it may be that 
this relationship, maintained for the 
last twenty-five years, has been for our 
good—nevertheless our dependence on 
sterling is not proclaimed in the form 
of our money. 

The specific Palestinian coins and 
pound notes satisfy to a large degree, 
a national feeling, even if we realize, 
after profounder consideration, that 
such independence is no morg than 
external and illusory. There is a 
great deal of meaning in appearances. 
It is sufficient to remember the joy 
with which the Jews greeted the 
appearance of the Palestinian pound 
with its inscription in the three official 
languages. But this, of course, is 
just by the way. 


We cannot demand abolition of 
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everything inherited from the Eng- 
lish,—although there are, undoubtedly 
those who would prefer to do so. 
What we demand at present is a 
breaking off of the formal, outward 
connection. In practice we shall, no 
doubt, make use of English legal ideas 
for some time to come, and the best 
of these will undoubtedly strike roots 
in our experience and will become 
blended with our tradition and its 
laws. But we must not have any 
suggestion of formal dependence of 
any kind in our law books. 


Tuis refers not only to paragraph 
46 alone. In the Criminal Code for 
1936, a certain paragraph 4 requires 
that the paragraph in the documents 
referred to, be interpreted according 
to English procedure and that the 
terms in use be understood in accord- 
ance with their use in English law. 
In my opinion there is no urgent rea- 
son for the reform of the criminal 
law. Whatever changes should be 
made in it, in accordance with the 
conditions of the time, the situation, 
and the tradition of Jewish law, may 
be postponed. It may be that it will be 
best to leave it as it is for some time 
to come. Moreover, if there is any 
doubt as to its interpretation, we shall 
do well to rely on the English legal 
tradition, for it is a matter of com- 
mon sense to realize that the creators 
of ideas are most apt to explain them 
best. Thus, for example, when the 
criminal law of the country was based 
on the Ottoman code, any lawyer who 
tried to decipher its meaning referred 
to French law, in order to find the 
original interpretation, for French law 
was the source of the Ottoman legal 
code. This was done, however, on our 
own initative and voluntarily. The 
legislator considered the legal code to 
be Ottoman, and he would never for 
a moment suggest or imply anything 
that would cause us to refer to its 
sources in the laws of a foreign nation. 
If we do away with paragraph 4 in 
the criminal code for 1936, we are 
simply doing away with the external 
connection; in fact we shall continue 
to refer to precedents in English law, 
though only of our own free will, of 
course. We will still have the right 
to develop our own type of interpret- 
ation. And I have no doubt that 
Jewish judges and lawyers in the Jew- 
ish state, freed of the supervision of 
British authority, will, at times find 
a different meaning in those same par- 
agraphs and words, according to their 
own opinions, points of view, and 
needs. As is well-known, there is, at 
times, a great difference between 
Roman law as it was understood by 
its creators, the Romans, and the in- 
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terpretation given to it by the west- 
ern countries which absorbed it. It 
is the same law, but different. When 
an infant is born, his umbilical cord 
is cut and he begins to breathe as an 
independent human being, although 
he may still be dependent on his 
mother for a long time. Thus the 
Jewish state, in its first constitutional 
declaration, should cut its external tie 
with English law and should abolish 
those paragraphs which require the 
Palestinian citizen to find the mean- 
ing of the law in foreign sources. 
Certain Palestinian laws include obli- 
gatory instructions to that effect and 
they should be abolished, so that our 
legal experts may prepare laws accord- 
ing to their own point of view with- 
out, of course, rejecting what they 
may have learned from the wisdom 
of English law. 


No instructions should be sub- 
stituted for paragraph 4 of the Crim- 
inal Code for 1936 and, the citizens 
of the state should be permitted to 
form their own interpretations of the 
law. It would be wrong, however, to 
leave a void in place of paragraph 46. 
This is the place where another legal 
source should be referred to as the 
source for all those matters which are 
not sufficiently elucidated in Palestin- 
ian law, or have only found an unsat- 
isfactory explanation therein. Instead 
of turning to the rich tradition of 
English legal precedent, the citizens 
of the Jewish state should be instructed 
to turn to the treasures of legal wis- 
dom which have been cultivated and 
expanded for thousands of years by 
the Jewish rabbinical authorities and 
experts in Jewish law. 

Paragraph 46 also placed conditions 
and restrictions on the instructions 
referred to. English precedents were 
to be imposed in Palestine only to the 
extent to which they should be found 
suitable to the circumstances of the 
country and its inhabitants. If the 
court should find that the precedents 
in question were not suitable to Pal- 
estine, it was not to make use of 
them. If it were to find that they 
were only suiteable in part, or with 
the addition of certain restrictions, 
it was to make use of them only in 
part, and with certain restrictions. 
The English are to be admired for 
the caution and moderation with 
which they have introduced their 
traditions into strange countries. 

We, too, must introduce Jewish 
law with the same caution and the 
same modesty, so that life itself may 
develop our legal forms. Time and ex- 
perience will show whether or not 
this recommendation will remain a 
dead letter, or whether the small ker- 
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nel will develop, strike roots, and give 
birth to a whole framework of judg- 
ments and a great legal system which 
will serve as a model to other nations, 
so that the words of Deutoronomy 
IV, 8 may come true: “And what 
nation is there so great, that hath 
statutes and judgements so righteous 
as all this law, which I set before 
you this day?” 


But this is in the hands of the 
future. For the time being Jewish 
law will only be introduced into the 
Jewish state in a very small measure. 
“Traditional laws laid down in the 
Shulkhan Arukh and in other accepted 
codes, relating to the field of pecuni- 
ary matters, shall be put into practice 
in the Jewish state, in so far as they 
are not contrary to the circumstances 
of time and place. They shall be put 
into practice only in those matters 
regarding which no explicit instruc- 
tion exists, whether in the laws in 
force in Palestine on the day on which 
the Mandate came to an end or in any 
laws to be promulgated by the Jewish 
state.” Such a proclamation is too 
circumscribed to lead to great and 
disturbing changes. It will almost 
always be possible to find a reason for 
disregarding a traditional Jewish law 
which does not harmonize with the 
views of our time. If the conditions 
are not propitious and if the necess- 
ary efforts are not made, this procla- 
mation is apt to remain a dead letter. 
On the other hand, this same opening, 
as small as a needle’s eye, is capable 
of widening into a broad gate for 
the creation of an original code of 
laws which will also embody a spirit 
of worldwide understanding. This 
proclamation does no more than create 
the possibilities, the framework; life 
itself and the future must supply 
the content. 


Arabia — Old and 
New 


In THE bi-weekly B’terem (July 15) 
K. Kapiso gives the following ac- 
count of the way in which Saudi 
Arabia, almost alone among the Arab 
oil countries, is making productive 
use of its influx of capital. 


The King of Saudi Arabia, Ibn 
Saud, is a native of the desert but 
he is not an impractical dreamer. He 
is not interested in being recognized 
as “King of the Arabs.” He is more 
concerned with practical work. His 
great ambition is to transform many 
of the nomadic Bedouins into seden- 
tary farmers. He has assigned part 
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of his British subsidy for this pur- 
pose, instead of squandering it on 
lavish palaces and other unproductive 
ventures, as other Arab potentates did. 
Extensive areas in the desert have been 
ameliorated, and nearly fifty villages, 
some of them numbering as many as 
five thousand inhabitants, have been 
established. The settlers are Bedouins 
who cling to their puritan religious 
ways. But the transformation of these 
Bedouins from nomads to agricultur- 
ists has been successful and they have 
become a stable factor capable of 
playing their part in an organized 
national economy. 

Now that the agricultural settle- 
ment of Bedouins has passed the ex- 
perimental stage, Ibn Saud is plan- 
ning a still greater development of his 
realm. In this he is assisted by Amer- 
ican specialists. An American agricul- 
tural mission visited Saudi Arabia in 
1943, examined extensive areas, and 
in its detailed report stated that large 
tracts are suitable for agricultural de- 
velopment. This mission also worked 
out a detailed plan for the irrigation 
and rational utilization of the land. 
The day is not distant when pros- 
perous villages will arise where now 
only Bedouin tents are pitched. Ibn 
Saud looks forward to that day, and 
granted concessions to “unbelievers” 
for the exploitation cf the under- 
ground wealth of his kingdom for the 
sake of the opportunity to develop its 
surface resources. 

Great projects are now being de- 
veloped in Saudi Arabia. During the 
war the Arabian-American Oil Com- 
pany extracted about three thousand 
barrels of oil a day. In 1946, as a 
result of the construction of new 
facilities, the oil production was raised 
to ninety thousand barrels a day. 
There is a plan to build a pipe-line 
from the oil wells to the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. The implementation of this 
plan has met with some setbacks. But 
Ibn Saud does not regret these set- 
backs. Reports indicate that he is 
glad these hindrances have arisen, for 
if the oil will have to be transported 
from Arabia by tankers there will be 
a greater likelihood that industries 
based on oil will be established in 
Arabia. There exists at present a great 
interest in the development of such 
subsidiary industries. Arabian crude 
oil lends itself to the extraction of 
large quantities of butadine—an es- 
sential product in the manufacture of 
synthetic rubber—as well as to the 
production of high octane gas. 

American companies are interested 
in Arabian resources other than oil. 
An American commission is now 
studying agricultural possibilities. The 
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few mines of the country, which 
hitherto had been worked on a very 
primitive level, have been modernized 
and their output greatly increased. In 
the process of modernization, owner- 
ship has also shifted from purely Brit- 
ish to Anglo-American concerns. 
There is little information about the 
minerals being mined in Arabia. The 
mines are virtually inaccessible to out- 
siders and few details about the na- 
ture of their production are revealed. 
It is known, however, that much ad- 
ditional capital has been recently in- 
vested in them. American concerns 
have built an entire network of high- 
ways as well as the large port at Jidda. 

Emir Feisal, son of King Ibn Saud, 
has visited the United States a num- 
ber of times in connection with still 
greater development plans, and a 
Saudi mission under the leadership of 
the financé minister, Ali Abdul Sulei- 
man, has reached an accord with the 
U. S. Government regarding the con- 
struction of a railroad from the Per- 
sian Gulf to Riyadh. There also ex- 
ists an agreement regarding the con- 
struction of a deep water port on the 
Persian Gulf at Dahman and its junc- 
tion with the airport at Dharan, The 
construction of this airport began dur- 
ing the war. It is now about to be 
greatly expanded and will be the 
greatest airport in the entire Middle 
East and one of the chief U. S. bases 
in this part of the world. 


Arabia— 
Old and New 


In the June 1, 1948 issue of United 
Nations World, JoHN Lewis CARTER 
gives the following account of an 
ancient institution in Arabia. 


THE UNITED NATIONS recently 

issued its first report on efforts to 
suppress trafic in women, children 
and obscene publications. Among the 
countries which submitted informa- 
tion for the report were the United 
States, United Kingdom, France, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Sweden, Turkey, the 
Philippines, Costa Rica, Venezuela, 
the Dominican Republic, and 19 Brit- 
ish colonies and possessions from Aden 
to Zanzibar. 

The Soviet Union made no report 
because “the problem of traffic in 
women, children, and obscene publica- 
tions had not arisen in its territory.” 
Similar statements were filed by 
Afghanistan, Byelorussia, Honduras, 
Iceland and Norway. 

Conspicuous by their failure to file 
reports were two countries where not 


% 


Ni 


N 
N 
NY 


N 


Lhhhdidddddidddididididsddddddddidddddsdddiddddddsdddidédér 





Kk Mh hdhdhdddidddddidddsddddbdbdbdddsibdddddddsdddddds, 


ALL GOOD 
WISHES 
of the 
NEW YEAR 


FLATBUSH 
SAVINGS BANK 


1045 Flatbush Avenue 


Flatbush Branch 
1550 FLATBUSH! AVENUE 
Visit New Building Opening Sept. 23rd. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


MEMBER FEDERAL Deposit INSURANCE 
CorRPORATION 


TL ddlddddddldddiddddiddddddddddddddidddddddddddddddddldddddddddsddiddddddsda 


S 





GRamercy 7-8787 Est. 1905 


OUR CLOTHIER 


JOSEPH M. KLEIN, Inc. 


East Sides Leading Clothier 





118 STANTON STREET 


Cor. Essex St. New York City 





Holiday Greetings 
to our 


Jewish Friends 


from 


LEO L. LEVITAN 
393 SEVENTH AVENUE 
New York City 











LANGERMAN SHOE CO. 


108 NOSTRAND AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















New Year Greetings from 
THE PHARMACY AT 
LINDSAY LABORATORIES 


302 ASHLAND PLACE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















82 








Compliments of 


RUBEL CORPORATION 
577 East 156th Street 
Bronx, N. Y. 








4 
#4 


TS REE SOE OEE RS ROE NS RRO NOE RO OS 


Box OE ORE SC OR OS HX 


WILLIAMSBURG 


CHAIR FACTORY, Inc. 


Manufacturers of 
“SAFE-T-BILT” HI-GHAIRS 


and other Nursery Furniture 


Dealers write for latest brochure 


P. O. Box 98 
WILLIAMSBURG, OHIO 


EX OSX 3 3 OX OX OX SEX OE 


x 


, 


sy 
o 


R/ 
“8 


se 
Pa, 


aS 


SESS 


a 
Pa, 


~ 
oe 


xX RX OS 


“Wl 
SS 


—mence: 
Pe 


af 
Bo? 


SO. 


Pa 


“ui 
oS 


Eo 
2 


je 














WALDORF CAKE CO. 


909 EAST 135th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 














To Friends, Employees and Patrons 
We Extend Sincere Wishes 
FOR A JOYOUS HOLIDAY 


HARLEM CROCKERY CO. 
39 WEST 23rd STREET 
New York City 





only white slavery, but even slavery 
is common. There are circumstances 
which explain the prevalence of slav- 
ery and white slavery in Saudi Arabia 
and the Yemen. Even so, a report on 
conditions in these two Arabian lands 
seems to be both proper and necessary, 
if only to compensate for a serious 
omission in the UN’s first report. 

In the area washed by the Red Sea, 
slave trading is an honorable business. 
It has long been so. In the Sudan, in 
the Somalilands and particularly in 
Abyssinia, slavery was for many cen- 
turies the main source of income. 
Slave traders waxed rich on human 
wares and the people of Suakin, once 
the chief trading post of the Sudan, 
used to boast: “We do not need to 
harvest, our crops are the slaves.” 

To be a slave was an occupation, 
like that of a joiner or a shoemaker. 
Slaves were of higher rank than ordin- 
ary servants, generations having been 
nursed in the masters’ households. It 
was not uncommon for a slaveowner 
to marry the daughter of one of his 
slaves—his in-laws remaining in bond- 
age. 

Shortly after they occupied Aden 
in the Indian Ocean, more than a 
century ago, the British started a cru- 
sade against this trading in human 
goods. Despite their efforts, slavery 
continued on a considerable scale until 
the early 1920s when two important 
African events accelerated Britain’s 
success. First, the Sudan was taken 
over by the Foreign Office and the 
graft-ridden Egyptian administration 
replaced by English officials who pro- 
hibited the trade. 

Second, Haile Selassie, having gained 
absolute control over the rebellious 
oligarchs of Ethiopia, applied for ad- 
mission to the League of Nations. 
England objected that Ethiopia was 
the biggest obstacle in cleaning the 
Red Sea of slaves. The League pro- 
posed that Ethiopia abolish slavery. 
Haile Selassie agreed, and kept his 
pledge. There is no slavery in Ethi- 
opia—though slave traders frequently 
trespass on its territory. 

Britain has not been so finicky about 
the admission of other countries to 
the United Nations. When the appli- 
cations of Saudi Arabia and the Yemen 
were considered, nobody raised the in- 
discreet question, and nobody seems 
to have cared, that they are the two 
remaining slave trading countries in 
the world. Their very culture, their 
family mores are rooted in a practice 
which violates the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

What is left of the Red Sea trade 
(and, despite repression, it is still con- 
siderable), caters exclusively to the 
Saudian and Yemeni markets. The 
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business is a risky one. Only four or 
five times a year are slaves still shipped 
en masse across the sea. Each year ship- 
ments must run a tightening blockade. 
Britain operates two gun boats which 
keep a sharp lookout for dhows laden 
with human freight. 

I know one slave trader, a Prussian 
ex-oficer named Krumbholtz, who 
maintains a well-armed company of 
free-booters. From time to time his 
men attack villages, kidnapping chil- 
dren between 3 and 8. The human 
booty is taken to a relatively distant 
headquarters where they are main- 
tained and schooled—the girls until 
they reach the age of 10 to 12, the 
boys 10 to 16. The boys are groomed 
to produce strong, willing workers; 
the girls are taught to sing, to beau- 
tify their bodies, to please men. 

After years of “schooling,” the 
trader makes up a convoy and marches 
it by an unfrequented route to a ren- 
dezvous near the African coast of the 
Red Sea where Arab buyers inspect 
the goods, agree on a price and ar- 
range delivery at some unfrequented 
bay where the buyer’s dhows would 
be waiting. I once observed at one 
such spot the delivery of 300 lightly 
chained boys and girls who were 
loaded onto 11 dhows, made to lie 
down and then covered with bags of 
Ethiopian coffee. 

The slave runners take no chances. 
As soon as the machoda of a slave 
dhow spies a white patrol boat, he 
orders his crew to dump the human 
cargo into the sea. The chains do the 
rest. Such losses may be heavy, but 
they are made up on those slaves who 
do reach Arabian shores. During the 
boom years, between 1920-25, slave 
girls brought as much as $900. Boys 
were cheap, a healthy lad of 12 hardly 
ever fetching more than $250. 

Once across the narrow sea, the 
traders’ cargo will turn up at the 
gate called Bab Dhireiba, in Mecca, 
the center of slave trading in Arabia, 
or in the busy markets of Sanaa, Ho- 
deida, Jidda, Taiz or Medina. Camou- 
flage and concealment is no longer 
needed. Here slavery is openly sus- 
tained in the face of censure by the 
civilized world. Neither Saudi Arabia 
nor Yemen has signed the world con- 
ventions—that of 1921 forbidding 
traffic in women and children and that 
of 1933 forbidding traffic in adult 
women. 

It will be extremely difficult for 
any agency to control this traffic par- 
ticularly in girls. For traffic in women 
trained to make love is, in sober soci- 
ological and psychological fact, an 
essential element in the bitter battle 

etween the sexes that is peculiar to 
southern Arabia and a direct out- 
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growth of Mohammedanism. No wives 
are more abused and embittered than 
the Arabs. Female frigidity is a vital 
element in the Arab culture pattern. 
The Arab males whose sexual appe- 
tite is keen, whetted by the glowing 
promises of the Koran, are without 
doubt the world’s unhappiest husbands. 

The problem was presented to me 
rather forcefully by the plaintive tale 
of an Oriental friend. Overwhelmed 
by his personal tragedy, and blighted 
by disappointment, he decided to share 
his woe in the manner in which a 
sophisticated New Yorker would carry 
his plight to a fashionable psycho- 
analyst on Park Avenue. 

My friend was a handsome but 
marred young man on the morning 
after the gruelling ritual of his Arabi- 
an wedding. He married a girl he had 
never seen before, picked for him by 
his mother and an aunt. The unknown 
bride’s mysterious beauty merely in- 
creased the suspense of his expectations 
and it was with passion mixed with 
compassion that he had entered his 
modest harem at the close of his four- 
day wedding. 

At first he thought the room was 
empty, the young bride gone—but 
then, in one of the corners he dis- 
covered what appeared to be merely 
a bundle of women’s dresses. It was 
his wife, squatting in terror. Her large 
dark eyes reflected horror and fear as 
she tried desperately to remove her- 
self from his reach. 

My friend tried to coax her with 
kind and endearing words, but there 
was no response. At last he approached 
her with outstretched arms—only to 
provoke his young bride to an act of 
violence. Like a panther she jumped 
at him with fingers curved for attack, 
sinking violent nails into his face. 

The husband, blinded by passion and 
pain, accepted what he took to be a 
challenge and fought back against his 
reluctant bride. She defended herself 
with every weapon in her arsenal, with 
nails and teeth, with arms and legs, 
biting, scratching, kicking, until the 
husband, bleeding and beaten, ran 
away from this turbulent wedding 
night. 

This was no isolated incident. If 
it were, it would not warrant descrip- 
tion. It is the story of most wedding 
nights in Arabia, varying only in the 
degree of violence and/or fear with 
which a bride greets her husband. 
“Do you blame me, then,” another 
Arab friend asked me with an expres- 
sion of innocence and despair, “if I 
seek consolation elsewhere?” 

Here then is the explanation for the 
prevalence of prostitution and for the 
survival of slavery in this part of the 
world. The world’s oldest profession 
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Greetings from 
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Ambassador Tea Room 
644 Flatbush Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BU 4-8828 


Extends New Year Greetings to 
Their Many Friends and Patrons 
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was invented in this region and today 
every Arab town, even the smallest, 
has at least one street where the numisa 
live. Arab girls are rare among them. 
Most of them are slaves or “emanci- 
pated” slaves smuggled in from the 
Somalilands, the Sudan or Ethiopia. 
The Somali girls are the favorites with 
the lower classes. Nobility prefers 
Ethiopian beauties. Most popular are 
Arab girls. 

Not only the frigidity of their 
wives but the traditions of their world 
drive Arab men into the arms of wo- 
men who at least profess pleasure in 
sex. Mohammed brought a revolution- 
ary change in the status of women in 
the Arab world. The women of pre- 
Mohammed days were freer, enjoyed 
a higher status. Though the writer 
Masudi mentions white slavery in pre- 
Islamic times, prostitution then was 
on a limited scale. 

Mohammed devoted a long chapter 
in the Koran to the vexing problems 
of women, regulating marital rela- 
tions and the sex life of the True Be- 
liever. There are additional more or 
less veiled passages dealing with other 
aspects of sex. 

The imagination of Arab young men 
is whipped mercilessly by the ambigu- 
ous passages in Chapters 2, 4, 24 and 
66 of the Koran, which, in turn, in- 
spired such popular writers as Nef- 
zawi and Omer Halebi to provide 
commentaries in which hardly any- 
thing is left to the imagination. 

Arab women take a grim revenge 
in the harem for the slights imposed 
by sex. The harem is devoid, not only 
of reputed pleasures but even of hu- 
man warmth generated by happy and 
balanced family life. 

The men, supported by custom and 
the Koran, ordinarily make no effort 
to control desires they have been 
taught are uncontrollable. The women 
fight back with frigid unacceptance 
and especially with the zar. The latter 
is a form of hysterical fit, in which 
they laugh and cry and shout, so loud 
and so persistently that the neighbors 
hear. As soon as the zar cries reach 
adjoining harems, strange women pour 
into the house. Then the zar may de- 
velop into a fantasia, a weird, extem- 
poraneous asexual orgy in which wo- 
men celebrate their victory over the 
men. An evening that began with the 
husband imposing his male will on his 
wife ends in mass ridicule of him and 
his unhappy sex. | 

There are today more than a million 
and a half slaves in Saudi Arabia and 
the Yemen, about 15 per cent of the 
total population of the whole penin- 
sula. Most of them are women, com- 
bining the functions of maids and con- 
cubines in any Arab home that can 
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Best Wishes to All 
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DR. DAVID BRESLOW 


1760 BROADWAY 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 








afford a slave. Still there is a shortage, 
although prices no longer reflect the 
inflation of the early 20’s. A swift 
pale camel brings only $15 to $20, 
but an Ethiopian or Somali beauty sells 
for as much as $100—even at the age 
of 8. Prices as high as $500 are still 
paid for an enchanting girl. 

Anywhere in Arabia one may see 
slaves, performing household chores if 
they lived with a family, or waiting 
idly for visitors if they live by them- 
selves in houses of prostitution. 

Untouched by the frigidity which 
plagues her mistress, the slave girl 
pays for the caresses of the “husband” 
by enduring the jealousies of his legal 
wife or wives. On the whole, however, 
these slaves enjoy an astonishing lati- 
tude of freedom and respect. They 
themselves are protected by the hu- 
mane traditions of Arabia. The chil- 
dren they bear their masters are free. 

A greater measure of freedom is 
enjoyed by those in the bondage of 
prostitution. But, actually, in the 
words of a recent international con- 
gress on the problem, the “marriage 
morals (in Arabia) are not widely re- 
moved from prostitution.” 

Statistics are rare and unreliable. 
But it is obvious that the divorce 
rate is exceptionally high through 
Arabia—somewhat similar to that 
among Moslem Sudanese where sta- 
tistical analysis was possible. Of 6,500 
marriages contracted in one year more 
than 5,000 ended in divorce. Only 5 
per cent of the women marry but once. 
Most women marry six or more—even 
18—times. 

The marriage-divorce record of Near 
Eastern prostitutes is vastly better. 
Prostitutes usually do marry and find 
happiness in marriage. Among 1,000 
eX-prostitutes surveyed, none was 
found who had married more than six 
times—a record of unusual stability 
in the Orient. 

The inability of Arab males to be 
satisfied with vengeful wives creates 
prostitution not only in sovereign 
Arabia. Even the prudish British toler- 
ate it in Aden, controlling it only 
medically. Conditions in lands under 
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Inc. 


10 SO. SECOND AVENUE 
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MACARONI CO. 


116-162 IMLAY STREET 
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Central Jersey Farmers 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSN., Inc. 


HIGHTSTOWN 
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Season's Greetings 
Chin Lee’s Restaurant 
1604 B'way, at 49th St. 
New York City 
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COLONIAL CONTAINER 
Corporation 


112 IMLAY STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















CLEARY UNIFORM CO. 
144 MYRTLE AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















DORFMAN BAG CO. 


260-268 GOLD STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





DEBER PASTRY MFG. CO. 


108 W. 24th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 











European supervision were best de- 
scribed in an official report to the 
League of Nations, dated February 28, 
1957% 

“The prostitution of native women 
is rife, especially in the towns, but 
those concerned come of their own 
free will and no compulsion is exer- 
cised. Although they pay certain very 
small commissions to intermediaries, 
there is no real exploitation. The laws 
regulating this matter are very strict 
in these centers, and there is reason 
to hope that the recent social measures 
to better the material and moral lot 
of the native will have the effect of 
rapidly diminishing the number of 
prostitutes.” 

Today, 11 years later, the expected 
improvement is still a hope rather 
than a reality. In this case, interna- 
tional authority wages an uphill fight 
against demands of the flesh which 
bear the sanction of a slave-borne 
past, 


‘Notes on Reading 


Days oF Awe, by Shmuel Yosef 
Agnon, Schocken, 300 pp., $3.50. 


A somewhat abridged translation of 
the collective of “traditions, legends, 
and learned commentaries” on the 
High Holidays, Rosh Hashanah to 
Yom Kippur, originally issued in He- 
brew by the outstanding Hebrew 
novelist, S. Y. Agnon. The book is far 
more than a selection of “source mate- 
rial,” for Agnon reworked much of 
it in his unmatched Hebrew style and 
tied the whole together with suitable 
connecting passages of his own, usually 
summarizing material not given at 
length. 


CoMPLETE Poetic Works OF 
Hayym NaAHMAN BiaLik, vol. I, 
edited by Israel Efros, Histadruth 
Ivrith, 267 pp. with 27 illustrations 
by Lionel S. Reiss, $4.00. 


Translations by Ben Aronin, Bertha 
Beinkinstadt, Mortimer J. Cohen, 
Harry H. Fein, R. J. Feiwel, Reginald 
H. Feldman, Helena Frank, Florence 
L. Friedman, Grace Goldin, Leon M. 
Herbert, Abraham M. Klein, I. M. 
Lask, Philip M. Raskin, Nina Salaman, 
Jessie Sampter, Maurice Samuel, L. V. 
Snowman, and A. A. Steinbach. 


UNDER THE Fic Tree, by Yitzhak 
Shenberg, Schocken (Schocken Lib- 
rary/13) 122 pp., $1.50. 


Five short stories by one of the lead- 
ing younger writers in Israel. The sub- 
jects range from the Oriental commu- 
nities in Jerusalem to the kvutzah. 
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Mr. & Mrs. LOU FORSCHER 
140 West 79th Street, N. Y. C. 
and St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Wish Their Relatives and Friends 
A Happy and Healthy, Prosperous 
New Year. 
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Season's Greetings 
Finkeldey Baking Co., Ine. 
Karl Freidank, President 
655 VANDERBILT AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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1471 EDGEWATER ROAD 


BRONX, N. Y. 
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GOTHAM 
FURNITURE FRAME CO. 


410 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 











DR. ISAAC GROSSMAN 


297 EAST 10th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

















HABER & FINK, Inc. 


12-14 WARREN STREET 
New York City 








HARRIS COAT CO. 


265 WEST 37th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 








Holiday Greetings from 
HARLEM 
PAPER PRODUCTS CORP. 


1260 OAK POINT AVE. 
BRONX, N. Y. 





Roaps To Zion, edited by Kurt Wil- 
helm, Schocken, (Schocken Libra- 
ry/14) 117 pp., $1.50. 

A collection of a dozen documents 
by Jewish travellers and pilgrims to 
Zion, running from 1495 to 1894. 
Thus, the booklet constitutes a con- 
tinuous series of documents covering 
almost every generation over a stretch 
of four centuries, and describing the 
Jewish settlement in Palestine through 
that period. 


Benya Krik, THE GANGSTER, by 
Isaak Babel, Schocken (Schocken 
Library/15) 122 pp., $1.50. 
Stories and sketches by the noted 

Soviet writer of the 20’s and 30’s, 

describing the Jewish underworld of 

Odessa, some harrowing yet lyrical 

memories of the author’s boyhood, and 

briefly and drily poignant vignettes of 
the conflict of Jewish tradition and 
early Bolshevism. 





Jonick’s Clothing Co. 
900 Broadway 
New York City 
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142 East 55th St. Eldorado 5-8183 
Ftmous Swedish Hors D’oeuvres 
SMORGASBORD 
Open Sundays—Music by Muzak 
Closed Mondays 
LUNCHEON - COCKTAILS - 
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AGUDAH ACHIM CHESED SHEL EMETH, 
also known as Hebrew Free Burial Asso- 
ciation, 409 Grand St., corner Clinton 
St., N. Y., wishes to all of its members 
and donors a happy and prosperous 
New Year. Peace shall be all over the 
world. Max Tarshes, President. 














ISELIN JEFFERSON CO. 
INC. 


90 WORTH STREET 
New York City 











JAMESTOWN WORSTED 


MILLS, Inc. 
JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 








KRAMER—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kramer 
of New York City, extend their best 
wishes for a happy New Year to all 
relatives and friends. 
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765 EAST 182nd STREET 
BRONX, N. Y. 








LOUIS LEVINE 


271 WEST 125th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 











Jewish Sanatorium & Hospital 
For Chronic Diseases 


Isaac ALBERT, President 


EAST 49th ST. and RUTLAND RD. 


LIEBERMAN & MARGULIS 
185 MILLER STREET 
NEWARK, N. J. 














Brooklyn 3, N. Y. - SL 6-9700 
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Mendelson Egg Co. 


4100 JOY ROAD 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Phone: TYLER 8-2515 

















THE MIDWEST COAT & 1 
SUIT CO., INC. 





232 WEST 7th STREET 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 








MANHATTAN 
GENERAL HOSPITAL 


307 SECOND AVENUE 
New York City 

















MINSKOFF—Mr. and Mrs. Sam Min- 
skoff and family 112 Central Park 
South, extend to their relatives and 
friends, best wishes for a very happy 
New Year. 








Holiday Greetings from 


Nargizian’s Rug Shop 


263 FLATBUSH AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 








Sincere Wishes for a 
Happy New Year... 


National 
Almond Products Co., Inc. 
120 PATCHEN AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 














BERKO 
MALTED MILK CO., Inc. 


242 SOUTH Ist STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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COMMERCIAL 
METALS COMPANY 


Latimer at Corinth 
P. O. BOX 1046 


DALLAS 1, TEXAS 











AS ALWAYS 
MILGRIM HATS, Inc. 


6 WEST 57th STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

















Ment Bros. Iron Works Co. 


54-68 NORTH 11th STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 








MR. and MRS. 
SAMUEL MARKEWICH and FAMILY 
161 W. 86th Street, New York City 
extend sincerest good wishes for the 
New Year to all relatives and friends. 











MONTPARNASSE 
RESTAURANT INC. 


Formerly Mori 
We greet you with the best cordiality 
and our international cuisine 
Open on Sunday 
144 Bleecker St. New York 12, N. Y. 
Algonquin 4-4761 








MARGOLIS—Mr. and Mrs. Moe Mar- 
golis, 3049 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., extend best wishes for a very 
happy and prosperous New Year to 
all their relatives and friends. 








MODERN 
BINDING COMPANY 


23 EAST 21st STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 








PATRICIAN CATERING 
COMPANY 


151 WEST 51st STREET 
New York City 











JupiciaL Doctrines oF RELIGIOUS 
RicHts in America, by William 
George Torpey, University of North 
Carolina Press, 376 pp., index, $5.00. 
A. discussion of religious freedom in 

America, as interpreted by the courts. 

Covers such topics as freedom of con- 

science and association, exemptions 

from taxation, rules regarding mar- 
riage and divorce, and the separation 
of church and state in education. 


Unity 1N Dispersion, World Jewish 

Congress, 381 pp., $2.00. 

A record of activities and achieve- 
ments of the World Jewish Congress 
since its foundation in August 1936, 
together with an introductory survey 
of efforts of Jewish organizations in 
previous years, particularly since 
World War I, to protect Jewish rights 
internationally. 





Holiday Greetings from 


Tri-Boro Pontiac Corp. 
Authorized Pontiac Dealer 
769 BRUCKNER BOULEVARD 

DA 3-5400 Bronx 55, N. Y. 
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NATIONAL YEAST 
CORP. 


BELLEVILLE, N. J. 











NADLER BOX CORP. 


WOODEN BOXES 
CORRUGATED CARTONS 


30 CHURCH STREET 
New York 7, N. Y. 
Phone: WOrth 2-4040 

















Holiday Greetings from 


HARRY THOENS, Inc. 


Real Estate—!nsurance 
Main Office: 233 BROADWAY 
Uptown Office: 366 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 


PICCINI—Antonion Piccini Co., 25 
Cliaton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., greet 
their friends and patrons with all 


good wishes for the New Year. 
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UNIT ELECTRIC TOOL CO. 
INCORPORATED 


215 CEDAR STREET 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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and Best Wishes for 

a Happy New Year 

to Our Friends and 
All of Israel 
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PRICE—Mr. and Mrs. Victor Price of 
1204 Seagirt Avenue, Far Rockaway, 
N. Y., wish their relatives and friends 


a happy New Year. 

















PETER LUGER, Inc. 
RESTAURANT 


178 BROADWAY 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 











PARK WEST 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


115 WEST 79th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 











FRIEDMAN & BUCHOLZ 
DRESS COMPANY 
1400 BROADWAY 

















OSCAR FRIEDMAN 


Inc. 


42 WEST 39th STREET 
New York City 
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New Year Salute to Israel! | 


SHARON BOOKS GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
For Rosh Ha-Shanah to Hanukah! 


DAYS OF AWE! by S. Y. Agnon. $3.00 8. CHAG YOVEL BAKIBBUTZ 
The New Year book! A treasury of traditions, legends, Originally $15.00 Now $10.50 } 


and learned commentaries concerning Rosh Ha-Shanah, 
Yom Kippur and the Days between! 





First musical-dramatic performance recorded in Israel by 
Zimrot Ha Aretz. Songs, dialogue, instrumental music 
and chorus, presents Kibbutz celebration of 10th anniver- 


2. TREASURY OF JEWISH FOLKLORE sary of the settlement’s founding. Birth of the hundredth 
i child and arrival of a member’s parents from D.P. camp. 
Edited by Nathan Ausubel $4.00 Beautiful and honest esa Histadrut artists from 
Stories, Traditions, Legends, Humor, Wisdom and Folk Ohel featured in Album which includes Hatikvah, 
Soup of Our People Cher end ter patie nd ama Raton Ah Teheran Al fot Abey ash 
shadow, courage and humility; distinctive wit and all- Si gf i h al bl ‘oll eR 1 UNBREAK ABL E 
pervading faith of the Jews from Genesis to Haganah. Six 12-inc louble faced records of U! EAKABLE 
A magnificent collection of 750 stories 75 songs - VINYLITE. 
741 pages. 
9. HEBREW SELF-TAUGHT! 
3. UNDER THE FIG TREE by Zevi and Ben-Ami Scharfstein $3.75 
by Yitzhak Shenberg $1.50 Fills a current need. Study Hebrew by yourself! 
capone pes ee thovtngeriy~ tyr br many tol 10. HEBREW LINGUAPHONE RECORDS! 


Fine and subtle descriptions of life in modern Palestine. 


Study Hebrew by listening! $50.00 


4. DESTINATION PALESTINE Course in Modern Hebrew planned in collaboration with 
DR. DAVID YELLIN, Hebrew University; 1. VW ARTSKI, 
by Dr. Ruth Gruber $2.50 School of Oriental Studies, ol DR. ERNST SIMON, 
— . , Real Schule, Haifa. Lessons spoken by Dr. Yellin, 
The stirring story of the Haganah ship EXODUS. pe lade cad Miss D. Chaikin. 44 lessons including 
two special lessons in phonetic Hebrew on twelve 10-inch 
5. WE NEED NOT FAIL! double-faced records, together with three text books 
2 1. Hebrew text of all records, 2. Two translations—one 
fi and the other word for word English translation, 
by Sumner Welles $2.50 5 i pened Grammar. 
Sumner Welles writes on Palestine. Complete in Leatherette Carrying Case $50.00 
Extra sets of textbooks (3) 5.00 
6. PALESTINE by Herbert Sonnenfeld Two New Excellent Books on Israel a 
and Pierre Van Paasen $5.00 Coming in October! 
Beautiful photographs of Israel—most complet , 
yet made. See the new state in — aati Order NOW Thru SHARON! 
Text by Pierre Van Paasen. 
11. THE BIRTH OF ISRAEL 
7. NEW PICTURE BOOK CALENDAR ell Reatniandes $3.00 
orge Garcia- ° 
“ISRAEL TODAY" $1.50 y 9 
Introduction and message by Dr. Chaim Weizmann. Con- 12. THIS 1S ISRAEL by I. F. Stone $2.50 
i Israeli Decl i Independence, photos, 65 7 
tains Israeli Declaration of Independence, 36 photos, 6 Introduction by Bartley of Crum 


full weeks (5709 plus entire 1949) all Jewish and other 


holidays, appointment space, etc. 100 photographs. 


SHARON BOOKS, 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 


Enclosed please find [) check [] money order for following items checked: (We pay postage, insurance, etc.) 
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[) Please send Sharon Catalogue of Books and Records. 
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GREETINGS FROM... 


The NATIONAL BRONX BANK 


OF NEW YORK 
150th STREET at MELROSE AVENUE 


Pelham Parkway at White Plains Road 










BRANCHES: 138th St. at Willis Ave. © Freeman St. at Southern Boulevard ° 
DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP. 


MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM oe FEDERAL 
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New Year’s Greeting 


LOUIS LEVY CLOTHING CORP. 


28 Elizabeth Street New York City 





LISS HANDBAGS CoO., Inc. 


112 West 3lst Street New York City 





J). L. PERLE 


279 Hope Avenue Passaic, N. J. 








M. FORMAN 

117 West 46th Street New York City 
B. SCHWARTZ 

1620 Webster Avenue Bronx 57, N. Y. 





S. FINKELSTEIN 


342 Hempstead Turnpike Franklin Sq., L. 1, N. Y. 


MR. & MRS. M. SOLOW 


510 LOCKER STREET 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 





DAVID BLOOM 


Real Estate 


262 CANAL STREET 
New York 13, N. Y. 





JULIUS MARCUS 


MONROE, NEW YORK 








MR. & MRS. SAM BERG 


6109 Boulevard East West New York, N. J. 


PERMANENT BOW CO. 


1199 Broadway New York City 











Mande! Bros. Contracting Corp. 


307 Fifth Avenue New York City 





ARKADE FUR CORP. 


115 WEST 29th STREET 
New York City 

















ASBURY PARK, N. J. 


THE MEMBERS OF 


BRA 


Chi 150 





JEWIsH FRONTIER 


ASBURY PARK, N. J. 


Jewish National Worker's Alliance of America 


ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY 


Mr. & Mrs. Ben R. Abbott 
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Abelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Abrams 
Mr. Martin Abrams 

Mr. Henry Adler 

Mr. Aubrey Alfin 

Mr. David Ament 

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Ansell 
Mr. Leon Anschelewitz 
Mr. Norman Arm 

Mr. & Mrs.Samuel Asch 
Mr. Murray Ascher 

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Ascher 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ash 
Dr. Albert Axel 

Mr. Eugene Axelrad 

Mr. Joseph Auslander 


Dr. Reuben Baer 

Mr. Samuel Banker 

Mr. & Mrs. Julius Baron 

Mr. Jacob |. Barron 

Mr. Maxwell Baumwell 

Mr. Louis Becker 

Mr. Seymour Becker 

Mr. David Berger 

Mr. Jack Berger 

Mr. Samuel Bernard 

Mr. David Bleemer 

Mr. Joseph Blotner 

Mr. Samuel Blumenthal 

Mrs. Sarah Blumenthal 

Mr. & Mrs. George Blumstein 
Mr. & Mrs. David Braslawsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Braslawsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Braslawsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Herman Brener 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Bressler 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Brodsky 
Mrs. Ernestine Bromwich 


Mr. Harry Caplan 

Mr. A. L. Casriel 

Mr. Carl Casriel 

Mr. Daniel Chaiet 

Mr. Jack Chayt 

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Cinnamon 
Mr. Nathan Cohen 

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Cohen 
Mr. Isidore Colloff 

Mr. Philip Comberg 


for a 
HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 


. Harold Cooper 
. & Mrs. Samael Crooks 


Mr. Samuel E. Danzig 

Mr. Charles Dinsfriend 

Mr. Herman Doctofsky 

Mr. Irving Dolowich 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Dophine 
Mr. Paul Dorn 

Mr. Samuel Drescher 


Mr. Alexander E. Edelstein 
Mr. Samuel Edelstein 

Mr. Harry Eidelsberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Eidelsberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Eitman 
Mr. Adolf Elterman 

Mr. Harry Epstein 

Mr. Jacob Epstein 

Dr. Nathan Epstein 

Mr. William Epstein 

Dr. Seymour Estrin 


Mr. Joseph Feigelstein 

Mr. Harold Feinberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fineberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Finkel 
Mr. & Mrs. George Fisch 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fischer 
Mr. Harry Fishman 

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Fleischman 
Mr. Al Forshaw 

Mr. Arthur Fox 

Mr. Harry Frank 

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Frank 
Mr. Abraham Frankel 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Frankel 
Mr. Charles Frankel 

Dr. & Mrs. Nathan Frankel 
Mr. Joseph Frederick 

Mr. Samuel Freedman 

Mrs. Bella Freund 

Miss Clara Frey 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Friedlander 
Mr. Abraham Friedman 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Friedman 
Mr. Joseph Friedman 

Mr. Philip Friedman 

Mr. William Friedman 

Mr. Alex Froimowitz 


. Maurice Gallus 

. & Mrs. William Garber 

. Albert Geller 

. & Mrs. Henry Geller 

. & Mrs. Samuel Gershowitz 

. & Mrs. Samuel Glaser 

. Hyman Glasser 

. Rubin Glasser 

. Sidney Glickman 

. Philip Gold 

. Sidney Gold 

. Edward Goldberg 

. & Mrs. Hyman Goldberg 

. & Mrs. Jacob Goldberg 

. & Mrs. Leo Goldberg 

. & Mrs. Maurice Goldberg 

. Al Goldfarb 

. Benjamin Goldstein 

. & Mrs. David Goldstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Goldstein 
Miss Maybelle Goldstein 
Mr. Robert Goldstein 
Mr. Murray Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Gottlieb 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Granoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Green 
Rabbi Emanuel Green 

. Sidney Greene 

. Oscar Greenfield 

. Joseph Greenspan 

. & Mrs. Abraham Grodberg 

. Herbert Gruber 

. & Mrs. Seymour Gruber 

. Saul Guberman 

. Soul Guberman 


. Samuel Hamburg 

. Max Hammershlag 

. Sidney Harber 

. Irving Harris 

. Louis Hazatsky 

. Leopold Hechter 

. Harold Herman 

. & Mrs. Sidney Hertz 

. & Mrs. Harry Hess 

. Benjamin Hirsch 

. Morton Hirschfield 

. Samuel Hodes 

. Alex Hoffman 

. & Mrs. Julian Hoffman 
Rabbi & Mrs. Ario S. Hyams 


(Contined on Next Page) 


Extend Rosh-Hashona Greetings and Best Wishes 


Mr. Harry Hyman 
Mrs. Molly Hyman 
Mr. Isaac M. Hyman 


Mr. Peter Iber 
Mr. Henry Inselberg 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Isen 


Mr. Alfred Jacobs 


Mr. Burton Kahn 

Mr. Robert Kamber 

Mrs. Rose Kamus 

Mr. Samuel Kaplan 

Mr. Samuel Kaplan 

Mr. Isidore Karasic 

Mr. Jacob Kasliner 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Kasliner 
Mr. Selig Katchen 

Mr. Philip Kaufki 

Mr. Jesse H. Kay 

Mr. Irving Keller 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Kern 

Mr. Leo Kessler 

Mr. Murray Kessler 

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Kessler 
Mr. Marcus Kirschenbaum 
Mr. Robert Kisslith 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Klein 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Kleinfus 
Mr. Samuel Kleinman 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Klitzman 
Rabbi & Mrs. Meyer Klitzman 
Mr. Louis Kramer 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kramer 

Mr. Sameul Kramer 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Krasner 
Mr. Louis Kravitz 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Kreizman 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Kreizman 
Mr. Murray Kreutnaer 

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Kuker 
Mr. & Mrs. Meyer Kurinsky 


Mr. & Mrs. Louis Lager 
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Lahn 
Mr. Joseph Lapidus 

Mr. Samuel Larner 

Mr. Bernard Lasky 

Mr. Solomon Lautman 
Mr. Albert Lazarow 
Mr. Samuel Lazarow 
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ASBURY PARK, N. J. ASBURY PARK, N. J. 





Extend Rosh-Hashona Greetings and Best Wishes 
for a 
HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 








Mr. Louis Lefton 

Dr. Wm. I. Leibesman 

Mr. Isidore Leibowitz 

Dr. Wm. Lerner 

Mr. Charles Levin 

Mr. Henry Levin 

Mr. Irving Levin 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Levington 
Mrs. Annie Levinson 

Miss Dorothy Levinson 

Mr. George Levinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Levinson 
Mr. Samuel Levinson 

Mrs. Rose Levinson 

Mr. Louis Levinson 

Mr. Joseph Levy 

Mrs. Augusta Lewis 

Mr. Mitchell Liebesman 
Mr. Morris Liebesman 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Linky 
Mr. Joseph Lippman 

Dr. Clement Littauer 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lowy 
Mr. Eugene Lowenstein 


Mrs. Rose Maharon 

Mr. Samuel Margulies 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Marx 
Mr. & Mrs. Monroe Marx 
Mr. Sidney Meistrich 

Mrs. Anna Meistrich 

Mr. Nathan Mesnikoff 

Mr. Norman Mesnikoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Milberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Meyer Miller 
Mr. Joseph Mirne 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Monastersky 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Morris 
Mr. Joseph Munves 

Mr. Mike Munves 


Dr. Harold Nadalson 
Mr. Alfred Nahan 
Mr. Barney Niesen 
Mr. William Novograd 
Mr. Arthur Nussdorf 


Mr. Paul Osder 


Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Pack 
Mr. Louis Paris 


Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Patwich 
Mr. & Mrs. Gershon Peshkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Peskoe 
Mr. Irving Peskoe 

Mr. Arnold Plotkin 

Mrs. Jennie Plotkin 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Podell 

Mrs. Fannie Poland 

Mr. Jack Rale 


Mr. & Mrs. Albert Rediker 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Rediker 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rediker 
Mr. & Mrs. William Rediker 
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Reiseman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Resnick 
Mr. & Mrs. Zimel Resnick 
Mr. Henry Ritter 

Mr. Benjamin Robbins 

Mr. Harry Roman 

Mrs. Ida Roman 

Miss Mildred Roman 

Miss Paulyne Roman 

Miss Ruth Roman 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Roond 
Mr. Abraham S. Rosen 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Rosenblatt 
Mr. Harry Rosenbloom 

Mrs. Jennie Rosenbloom 

Mr. Moe Rosenbloom 

Mr. Martin Rosenbloom 

Mr. Murray Rosenbloom 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Rosenbloom 
Mr. Philip Rosenfield 

Mr. Morris Rosenthal 

Mr. Abe Ruben 

Dr. & Mrs. A. D. Rubin 

Mr. & Mrs. Adrian Rubin 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Rubin 
Dr. & Mrs. Jacob Rubin 
Mrs. Rebecca Rubin 

Mr. David Ruda 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Rudolf 


Mr. Mark Ruskin 

Mr. Joseph Sand 

Mr. Aaron Saltzman 

Mr. William Sapan 

Mr. & Mrs. David Saslawsky 
Mr. Joseph Schapiro 

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Scharf 
Mr. & Mrs. Israel Schlisserman 


Mr. Philip Schlisserman 

Mr. Barnett Schneider 

Mr. Barnett Schneider 

Mr. Harold Schreiber 

Mr. & Mrs. Pincus Schreiber 
Mr. Saul Schreiber 

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Schreiber 
Mr. Jacob Schulman 

Mr. Martin Schultz 


Mr. William Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Selig Sternberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Stock 
Mr. Carl S. Streit 


Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Terry 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Terry 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Toback 
Mrs. Estelle Toor 


Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Schuminsky 


Mr. & Mrs. Harold Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Scorbin 
Mr. Irving Segan 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Seidler 
Mr. Samuel Serkin 

Dr. William Shanick 

Mr. Harry Shapiro 

Mr. Herman Shapiro 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Shapiro 
Mr. Edward Sharfstein 

Mr. Irving Shecket 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Shertzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Shteir 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Shteir 
Mr. & Mrs. Isadore Siegel 
Mr. & Mrs. Isidore Siegel 
Mr. & Mrs. Rubin Siegel 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Silbergleit 
Mrs. Sadie Silbergleit 

Mrs. Annie Silverstein 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Silverstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Simon 
Mr. Saul Sklarin 

Mr. Jacob Slavin 

Mr. Julius Slavin 

Mr. Edward Slott 

Mr. David Sobel 

Mr. & Mrs. Saul Sokolow 
Mr. David Sotnick 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Spector 
Mr. Wallace Spector 

Mrs. Mary Spector 

Mr. Herman Steinberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Steinberg 
Mr. Al Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Stern 
Mr. Joel Stern 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Stern 








Mr. & Mrs. Louis Unger 
Dr. Sidney Vineburg 


Mr. Barnet Walters 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Walters 
Mr. Benjamin Warman 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Warar 
Mr. Milton Wasserman 

Mr. Franklin Weinberg 

Mr. Abraham Weinstein 
Dr. Allen Weinstein 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Weinstein 
Mr. Michael Weinstein 

Mr. David Weiss 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicolas Weiss 
Mr. Joseph Weisser 

Mrs. Fannie Wexler 

Mr. Morris Wiener 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Wiener 
Mr. Martin Wigdortz 

Mr. Abraham Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Winograd 
Mr. Jacob Woda 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Wolf 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Wolf 


Dr. Edward Yaffe 
Mr. Morris Yaffe 
Mr. Philip Yanowitz 


Mr. Joseph Zager 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Zauber 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Zauber 
Mr. Aaron Zeisel 

Mr. Jack Zimmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Zisk 
Mr. Philip Zucker 

Mr. George Zuckerman 
Mr. Isidore Zuckerman 


Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Zuckerman 
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Your First Move 


AT THE FIRST SIGN 
OF CANCER 


When you suspect cancer, see your 
doctor immediately. You may find 
your fears are groundless—or that 
prompt treatment can bring you 
out on top. Always be on the look- 
out for cancer's danger signals. 


CANCERS 
DANCER 
\sistals/ 


1. Any sore that does not heal, 
particularly about the tongue, 
mouth or lips. 


2.A painless lump or thickening, 
especially in the breast, lip or 
tongue. 


3. Progressive change in the color 
or size of a wart, mole or birth- 
mark. 


4. Persistent indigestion. 


5. Persistent hoarseness, unex- 
plained cough, or difficulty in 
swallowing. 


§. Bloody discharge from the nip- 
ple or irregular bleeding from 
any of natural body openings. 





JEWiIsH FRONTIER 








LOOMCRAFT 


Biyled ‘ AL) 





I. SCHNEIERSON «& SONS, Inc. 


1350 BROADWAY ° NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 








7. Any change in the normal 
bowel habits. 








MAIL COUPON 
FOR . 
FREE BOOKLET 
THAT TELLS THE 
FACTS ABOUT 
CANCER 








47 Beaver Street, New York 4, N. Y. 


Please send me free the booklet con- 
taining vital information about cancer. 


PNP: LG sc ubiusGech ssid s Pasatatacanncons 








48 | HOLIDAY GREETINGS | 48 


The ideals of our late beloved Mr. Samuel Levin have been perpetuated in the conduct 





of our firm and in the manufacture of our products. Sinai and Kosher Star Food Products 
are guaranteed absolutely Kosher and pure, supreme in quality. 


SINAI AND KOSHER STAR 
SAUSAGE FACTORIES 
3351-59 So. Halsted Street 





Chicago, Illinois 
48 | 








Greetings from 


Franklin Stores Corp. 


519 EIGHTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 





















































ehaefe . .. America’s oldest lager heer 


The F. & M. Schaefer Brewing Co,, New York 





WARNER 
BROS. 


WIDE-OPEN 
ENTERTAINMENT! 


or ; 28 
bal Se * < 
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Fe | so: 
Rg 
OF 


K aah 
) a SONG, 
| 4 SPECTACLE 


AND 
~ TERRIFIC 
Se TEXAS 


JAG 


WAHOO ! HOW THOSE DUDE-RANCH 
ROMEOS MAKE woo-woo! 














and DOROTHY PENNY 


MALONE - EDWARDS 


Screen Play by I. A. L. Diamond and Allen Boretz 
Suggested by a Play by Robert Sloane and Louis Pelletier 
Orchestral Arrangements by Ray Heindorf 
DIRECTED BY PRODUCED BY 


DAVID BUTLER - ALEX GOTTLIEB 




















